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THE SESSFORD ANNALS. 

The annual statements of the material progress of 
the city prepared by John Sessford are now for the 
first time brought together. Beginning with the year 
1822, these narratives form an unbroken sequence, 
with the exception of two years, down to and including 
the year 1859. As far as known, their only form of 
publication was in the columns of the National In- 
telligencer, although it is evident from copies that 
have been preserved that at times broad sides were 
struck off. 

For a period of nearly forty years, these reviews 
were one of the features of the National Intelligencer 
and while Mr. Sessford announces in the one for the 
year 1860 that it was the fiftieth statement of the sort 
he had prepared, there is no record of the publication 
of any except these herewith printed. 

The first in the series appeared in the Intelligencer 
in January, 1823, and was a review of the preceding 
twelve months. The files of that paper were carefully 
searched as far back as 1818 without finding a prior 
publication. The series from January, 1822, to Janu- 
ary, 1860, is complete with the exception of the state- 
ment for 1824 and 1837. 

There is no record of the kind that is at all as com- 
plete and covers such a long period as this. Even the 
annual messages of the mayors of the city, which were 
supposed to review to some extent the material history 
of the city for the preceding year, were not always 
made and when made, were not always printed, so that 
there are wide breaks in their sequence. 

The painstaking work which the preparation of these 
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annual reviews require, as well as the fidelity with 
which this entirely voluntary labor was continued from 
year to year is creditable alike to the character and the 
public spirit of the author. Mr. Sessford, who was 
of Scotch parentage, though a native of Northumber- 
land Co., England, came to this country when a young 
man. Shortly afterwards he settled in Washington, 
the date being conjectured to be about 1802. He was 
a printer by trade and at one time was foreman of the 
composing room of the National Intelligencer. Some 
six years after his arrival in Washington, about the 
year 1808, he received an appointment in the Treas- 
ury Department and remained in that employment to 
the time of his death which occurred February 23, 
1862. 

"Of pure, moral, blameless life," says the Intelli- 
gencer in an account of his death, "intelligent and 
useful as a citizen, he was respected by everybody in 
the city." Mr. Sessford had reached the age of 
eighty-six at the time of his death. During his resi- 
dence in Washington of some sixty years, he occupied 
a house on the south side of D Street or Penna. Avenue, 
between 11th and 12th Streets, a portion of the site 
now occupied by the Post Office Department Building. 

W. B. Bryan. 

To the Editors. 

Gentlemen: I enclose you for publication an exhibit of the 
improvements in Washington City in 1822; together with 
the Census of the District, as taken by the Marshal in 1820, 
with the probable population of the City at this time. 

John Sessford. 
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Wards. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Stores. 


Additions. 


Toiai awij 
Jan. 1 


1 


5 


2 


7 


1 


2 


451 


2 


12 


9 


21 


3 


1 


460 


3 


30 


19 


49 


3 


1 


516 


4 


2 


8 


10 


— 


1 


269 


5 


2 


4 


6 


— 


— 


246 


6 


13 
"64 


7 
"49 


20 
113~ 


7~ 


1 
~6 


404 




2,346 



Census of the District of Columbia. 
Taken in the Summer of 1820. 



Wards. 




Whites. 


Slaves. 


Free Col'd. 


Total. 


Probable popul'n 
1st Jan., 1822, at 
6% to a house, 
result of census 
of 1820. 


1 




1,785 


532 


491 


2,808 


2,856 


2 




1,776 


355 


336 


2,467 


2,913 


3 




1,977 


306 


267 


2,550 


3,268 


4 




1,086 


296 


228 


1,610 


1,703 


5 




956 


258 


239 


1,453 


1,558 


6 




2,026 


198 


135 


2,359 


2,558 






9,605 


1,945 


1,696 


13,247 


14,856 


Georgetown 


4,940 


1,526 


894 


7,360 




Residue 














Wash. 


Co. 


1,512 


1,049 


168 


2,729 




Alexandria 


5,615 


1,423 


1,168 


8,218 




Residue 














Alexan 


'a Co. 


941 


422 
4,432 


122 
2,352 


1,485 
19,792 




Total 


13,006 




District 


total 


22,614 


6,377 


4,084 


33,039 





First Ward. — A considerable addition to the Market House, 
with a commodious and useful room over it; a Bell placed 
in the steeple of St. John's Church; the ground on the north 
fronts of the State and Treasury Departments levelled and 
enclosed. 

Second Ward. — Several of the brick footways authorized by 
law have been completed, and the cast-iron pipes for the con- 
veyance of the water from K Street spring have been de- 
livered, and will be put down in the spring. 

Third Ward. — Brick footways have been laid on several 
18 
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streets; a steeple has been raised on the Unitarian Church, 
and a Bell placed in it; a considerable progress has been 
made in filling the low grounds east of Seventh Street west, 
and south of Pennsylvania Avenue ; and other improvements 
made. The turnpike road leading from Seventh Street to 
Rockville has already become of great utility to this ward and 
the city generally. 

Fourth Ward. — One or two brick pavements have been 
made; the exterior of the west front of the Capitol is com- 
pleted, and the dome on the centre is enclosed; the Capitol 
Square is enclosed with an iron railing containing 20£ acres — 
length of footway outside is | of a mile and 185 feet — 



Covering 
»1£ acres 
& 1820 ft. 



Length of front of the Capitol 350 ft. 

Depth of wings 120 

East projection 65 

West " 83 

Height of wings on top of balustrades 70 

do to top of centre dome 120 

Length of Representative Hall 90 

Height do do 60 

Length of Senate Chamber 74 

Breadth do do 42 

Diameter of rotunda 96 

Height do 96 

Fifth Ward. — Some street improvements. 
Sixth Ward. — A substantial brick wall has been built 
around the Marine Barracks. 

Deaths in the City in 1822. 

Adults 157 

Children 139 

Total 296 

Of the Following Diseases: 

Apoplexy 1 Convulsions 16 

Burn 2 Cholic 11 

Cholera 17 Croup 4 

morbus 18 Contusion 1 

infantum 4 Casualty 2 

Consumption 44 Cancer 1 
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Drowned 3 

Dysentery 3 

Dropsy 7 

brain .- 5 

chest 1 

Duel 1 

Enteritis 2 

Fractured skull 1 

Fever 34 

typhus 4 

bilious 38 

intermittent 3 

puerperal 2 

Hepatitis 1 

Intemperance 5 

Marasmus 2 

Old age 7 

February 7, 1823. 



Parturition 1 

Phrenitis 1 

Pneumonia 10 

Pleurisy 10 

Palsy 2 

Spine, injury of 1 

Scurvy 1 

Still born 6 

Sudden 5 

Suicide 5 

Sore throat 

Thrush 

Unknown 

Ulcers 

Worms 1 

Wound 2 



STATISTICS OP WASHINGTON. 

The enclosed statement of the improvements in Washington 
City, for the last two years, is forwarded to you for publica- 
tion, for the information of the citizens; together with a re- 
capitulation, of the monthly reports of deaths, and the dis- 
eases, which will show that the sarcasms, as to the unhealthi- 
ness of the place, are unjust and malicious. 



In 1823. 



In 



First Ward 
Second " 
Third " 
Fourth " 
Fifth " 
Sixth " 

Total 

1824. 

First Ward 
Second " 
Third " 



Houses. 

9 

20 

20 

12 

8 
69 



11 
13 
19 





John Sessford. 


Shops 


Total Dwellings 


2 


460 


1 


480 


2 


536 


2 


281 




246 




412 


7 


2,415 


2 


471 


3 


493 


1 


555 



Fourth Ward 


1 


Fifth " 


2 


Sixth " 


3 
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282 
248 
415 

49 6 2,464 

At 6£ to each house (the result of the census of 1820),, 
the present population of the city amounts to 16,605, ex- 
clusive of those in the fort, barracks, and navy yard, being 
in the public service. 

The improvements in the city in 1823 and 1824, of a public 
nature, have been considerable. 

First Ward. — There have been about 1,200 feet in length 
of curb and brick pavement put down, under the corporation 
laws, and about 2,600 by the United States, making 3,800 
running feet. A house for the Branch Bank has been built, 
and the carriage way on the north front of the President's 
House has been completely graduated and gravelled. The 
south Portico of the President's House has been completed; 
but the view of it is much obstructed by the placing of 
stables, etc., against the wall facing Pennsylvania avenue, 
and on the south front of the offices. 

Second Ward. — This Ward has laid down about 1,500 feet 
of pavement, and the United States has laid 808 feet — in 
all 2,308 feet, besides several flag crossings. Cast iron pipes 
have been laid from north G street to F, and along F to 
12th; thence down 12th to the Pennsylvania avenue, a dis- 
tance of about 1,700 feet, with seven additional outlets, 
besides throwing an additional supply into the old line, which 
ends at 14th street, near Williamson's Tavern. This Spring 
affords more than two barrels per minute. The low ground 
between 10th and 12th streets, adjoining the creek has been 
nearly filled. The interests of this and the Third Ward 
would be greatly benefited by the widening of the near draw 
of the bridge, so as to admit the unobstructed passage of 
lumber-vessels with their deck-loads on, instead of having to 
lay below to unload in part before they can pass up to the 
mouth of the Tyber; and, in connection with this, an effort 
ought to be made to deepen the channel from the Tyber lead- 
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ing to Georgetown sufficient to admit the passage of small 
craft and steamboats, which, it is believed, might be accom- 
plished in two or three weeks, by means of drags affixed to 
the stern of steam boats, and at a very trifling expense, prob- 
ably not more than $500. 

Third Ward. — In this Ward more than 3,000 feet of pave- 
ment have been laid, of which about one sixth has been by 
the United States, besides flag crossings; a house for the 
Patriotic Bank, at the corner of 7th and D streets — consider- 
able progress has been made in filling the low grounds adjoin- 
ing the creek, and the wall on the north side of the Tyber, 
from 7th to 12th, including that around the basin at the 
Market-house has been constructed by the Canal Company. 
The incorporation of this Company has materially impeded 
the progress of the centre part of the city, by precluding any 
efforts on the part of the citizens to improve the navigation 
of the creek and the erection of wharves thereon, which would 
have been done years ago if the power over it had been in 
the Council, instead of a few privileged individuals. The 
Canal Company was re-incorporated on the 16th of February, 
1809, and were to complete their work according to the 13th 
section — "That all public property shall pass through the 
said Canal free of toll, and, also, that, in case the said Canal 
and one of the forks thereof, shall not be completed within 
the term of seven years from the passage of this act, in such 
manner as to admit boats and scows drawing three feet water 
to pass through the same, that the said Canal shall revert to 
the United States, and all right and authority hereby granted 
to the said Company shall cease and determine. ,, Now it 
is evident that they were bound to accomplish the object 
before the 16th of February, 1816, or suffer the same to 
revert to the United States, who, no doubt, would have trans- 
ferred the right to the City under such equitable conditions 
as would have remunerated the Canal Company for the 
amount of expenses then incurred. It is not yet too late to 
act on the subject. The Orphans' Court and the Office of 
the Eegister of Wills have been removed to the City Hall. 
Some conveniences have also been made to the Market House. 
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Fourth Ward, — 385 feet of pavement has been laid by 

the United States, and feet by the Ward. In this 

Ward is the Capitol, the work on which has progressed 
rapidly towards completion, the state of which will probably 
be furnished by the proper authority. 

Fifth Ward. — An extensive wharf has been erected for the 
accommodation of the Southern Steam Boat Line, but noth- 
ing of a public nature. 

Sixth Ward. — Considerable improvements have been made 
in the Navy Yard, and the Dry Dock is rapidly progressing. 

Repobt of Deaths in the City. 







In 1823. 




In 1824. 






Adults. 


Children. 


Total. Adulti. 


Children. 


Total 


January 


16 


9 




25 11 


23 




34 


February 


12 


8 




20 11 


19 




30 


March 


13 


9 




22 15 


15 




30 


April 


8 


9 




17 8 


17 




25 


May 


10 


6 




16 9 


10 




19 


June 


7 


8 




15 6 


7 




13 


July 


9 


13 




22 9 


15 




24 


August 


13 


22 




35 14 


15 




29 


September 


33 


29 




62 17 


16 




33 


October 


32 


24 




56 9 


8 




17 


November 


13 


19 




32 13 


6 




19 


December 


11 


23 




34 11 


6 




17 




177 


179 




356 133 


157 




290 






Of the Following Diseases: 












1823. 


1824. 






1823. 


1824 


Apoplexy .... 




.... 


4 


Contusion 




1 


3 


Asthma 




.... 1 





Casualty 




3 


1 


Aneurism . . . 




.... 2 





Cancer 




1 


1 


Abscess 




.... 


2 


Childbed 




4 


2 


Affection of the heart 


... 


1 


Cramp 




4 





Burn 




.... 1 


1 


Drunkenness 




1 


3 


Cholera 




. ... 25 


23 


Drowned 




1 


2 


morbus 




.... 





Dysentery 




6 


4 


infantum 




.... 





Dropsy 




5 


7 


Consumption 




. ... 44 


28 


brain 




6 


9 


Convulsions . 




. ... 24 


13 


chest 




5 


2 


Colic 




.... 7 


4 


Diarrhoea 




1 





Croup 




... 8 


7 


Decay or hepatitis 




12 


18 
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Epilepsy 1 Murder 1 1 

Eruption 1 Mortification 1 

Fever 48 13 Old age 5 9 

typhus 9 10 Obstruction of windpipe 1 

Fever, bilious 48 9 Pneumonia 19 12 

puerperal 2 4 Pleurisy 6 5 

intermittent 9 6 Quincy 1 1 

inflammatory 1 Still born 3 10 

Gangrene 1 2 Sudden 5 

Gout 2 Sore throat 1 

Headache 1 Teething 1 2 

Hooping cough 11 6 Tetanus 1 1 

Haemorrage of lungs ... 1 Ulcers 2 2 

Inflammation of brain ... 3 2 Unknown 7 

liver 4 1 Worms 8 4 

Lightning 1 Wound 1 



Measles 11 37 



356 290 



The Columbia Turnpike, leading into Virginia, has under- 
gone considerable repair, and the bridges which had been 
carried away rebuilt in a substantial manner. From the 
western termination of this road, upwards of three miles of 
turnpike have been made this summer, within Fairfax 
county, joining the Little Eiver Turnpike, about nine miles 
from the city. The Rockville road, from the District, has 
been opened and formed for three miles, thus connecting the 
whole line between the two places. The travel on this road 
is very considerable. A good road has also been made 
through the Columbian College ground, and great improve- 
ments have been made to the College, and the grounds around 
it enclosed and beautified. 

Monday, January 10, 1825. 

STATISTICS OF WASHINGTON. 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton: I present you for publication, a 
notice of the improvements in the City of Washington, within 
the year 1825; also a Tabular Statement of the number of 
deaths in each month, and the diseases. 

John Sesspord. 

January 14, 1826. 
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Wards. 

1 


Brick. 

7 


Wood 
5 


I. 


Dwellings. 
12 


Stores. 
2 


Additions. 
2 


2 


5 


11 




16 


5 


2 


3 


23 


10 




33 


7 


4 


4 


1 


2 




3 




1 


5 










1 


1 


6 


3 






3 








39 


28 




67 


U5 


To 


Wards. 
1 




Total of Buildings. 
483 


Supposed population. 
3,059 


2 






509 






3,223 


3 






588 






3,724 


4 






285 






1,805 


5 






248 






1,570 


6 






418 






2,644 



2,531 



16,025 



The estimated population is founded on the census of 1820, 
which averaged 6£ to each dwelling house, exclusive of those 
at the Arsenal, Navy Yard, &c. which belongs to the United 
States. 

The improvements of the year, although less in number than 
in some former years, have been more expensive and perma- 
nent. 

In the First Ward, some new streets have been opened, 
and others improved. About nine hundred running feet of 
brick pavement have been laid, and provision has been made 
by law to curb and pave both sides of Pennsylvania Avenue 
from 17th to 22d Street, which will be commenced early this 
season. This footway will add much to the beauty and 
comfort of that portion of the Ward ; but, in order to obtain 
all the desired advantages from this improvement, it should 
be continued to Georgetown, and the open space done at the 
same time by the public. The ground within the enclosure 
of the President's House has been nearly levelled, and pre- 
pared for laying out in walks, &c. 

Second Ward. — The graduation of new streets has been 
less than usual, but much has been done in connecting the 
different parts, by good pavements and flag crossings, of 
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which, upwards of two thousand running feet have been laid, 
and the low grounds, in part, filled up. 

Third Ward. — This Ward increases rapidly in every re- 
spect. Not less than five thousand running feet of brick pave- 
ment have been made by the Ward and the United States. 
The low grounds, south of Pennsylvania Avenue, are now 
nearly filled up, and two squares on the margin have been 
neatly enclosed and planted with trees, and the Commis- 
sioners of the low grounds are doing every thing they can 
to improve and embellish them, which will, in a few years, 
afford a delightful promenade. We are indebted for this, 
and a considerable portion of the footways on the Avenue, to 
the liberality of Congress. The Centre Market is well sup- 
plied with almost every article at a reasonable rate, and much 
crowded; but too little attention is paid to the cleanliness of 
the grounds around it, and too contracted for the number 
of wagons, &c. which attend it. 

Fourth Ward. — About six hundred running feet of pave- 
ment have been laid, and some street improvements made. 
The Eastern Portico of the Capitol has been carried up and 
completed, and has a splendid appearance. The grand stair- 
way has been commenced, and the ornamental works in the 
Rotundo, do great credit to the artists employed on them. 

Fifth Ward. — But little has been done; — at the Arsenal a 
considerable range of buildings has been erected, and addi- 
tional stores. 

Sixth Ward. — Some improvements have been made on the 
streets, but it is much to be regretted that so little has been 
done towards making permanent footways, particularly as the 
population is considerably concentrated. An attention to 
this would give new life to the place, and enhance the value 
of all the contiguous property. In the Navy Yard, the keel 
of a frigate has been laid, of the same size and model of the 
Brandywine, and the keel of a sloop of war. 

The general appearance of the city has been greatly im- 
proved. Many new and extensive stores have been opened 
by persons from the neighboring cities, and business in gen- 
eral good for mechanics; but it is much to be regretted that 
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there is such a general disposition shewn to reduce the pay of 
the laborers to so small a pittance, and to the introduction and 
employment of non-resident slaves; a policy which is injuri- 
ous to the interests of the city. 

By the following table, in a condensed form, it will be seen 
that the city for the last year, was remarkably healthy. 



Diseases. Total. 

Apoplexy 4 

Asthma 1 

Burn 1 

Cholera 14 

Do Infantum . : 23 

Consumption 29 

Convulsions 16 

Cholic 4 

Croup 6 

Contusion 2 

Casualty 1 

Childbed 2 

Chicken Pock 1 

Drunkenness 4 

Drowned * 2 

Dysentery 1 

Dropsy, brain 5 

Do chest 2 

Decay 7 

Fever 4 

Do Typhus 1 

Do Bilious 16 

Do Intermittent 1 



Diseases. Total. 

Fracture 1 

Gangrene 3 

Hamorhoids 2 

Hooping Cough 16 

Inflammation of liver 1 

Do brain 1 

Influenza 4 

Liver complaint 5 

Mania 1 

Old age 6 

Pneumonia 3 

Palsy 1 

Rickets 1 

Stillborn 10 

Sudden 10 

Suicide 1 

Teething 4 

Unknown 4 

Worms 4 

Adults 104 

Children 121 

225 



STATISTICS OF WASHINGTON. 

The following exhibit of the present population, &c. of the 
City of Washington, and its progression and increase for the 
past year, has been prepared for us by the industrious volun- 
tary annualist of the City, Mr. John Sessford. 



To the Editors. 

Messrs. Gales and Seaton: For the information of the public 
I send you for publication an exhibit of improvements made 
in the City of Washington within the year 1826, together with 
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the number of deaths in each month, and the diseases; also, 
a summary table of population and deaths from the year 
1820 to the present time. 

Wards. Brick. Wood. Dwlgs. Shops, &c. Additions. ^{Jm* p^uTn 1 

1 11 8 19 5 3 502 ' 3,189* 

2 9 9 18 6 6 527 3,337 

3 36 18 54 12 4 642 4,066 

4 4 3 7 1 2 292 1,849 

5 — — — — — 248 1,570 

6 2 1 3 1 — 421 2,666 



62 40 102 23 15 2,632 16,677 

The number of dwellings in the City in 1820, compared 
with the census, gave 6£ to a house, being exclusive of those 
at the Navy Yard, Arsenal, &c. and the present population is 
estimated in the same ratio. 

The improvements in the City within the year, are gen- 
erally of a permanent nature and very valuable, and greater 
than they have been for some years past, in the improvement 
of streets and rapid extension of paved side ways — ample 
provision is made for the poor, and the education of youth 
at the public expense have been productive of great benefit. 
The present Council have with great unanimity made provi- 
sion for the permanent endowment of the public schools, by 
appropriating two-thirds of the amount authorized to be 
raised by lotteries, viz.: $40,000, a part of which has been 
received — the other one-third to the completing of the City 
Hall. 

There was, as nearly as could be ascertained on the 1st of 
January, 1826, upwards of 54,800 running feet of pavement 
laid, agreeably to the recorded graduation, besides convenient 
flag crossings, viz: 

In First Ward 11,462 Being 10 miles and 673 

Second do 14,728 yards, averaging about 

Third Do 22,329 13 feet wide. 

Fourth Do 5,274 

Fifth do 755 

Sixth do 272 



284 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

And during the past year, there have been 13,907 running 
feet of pavement laid, beside flag crossings, viz : 

In First Ward 6,165 

Second 1,849 

Third 1,927 

Fourth 3,960 

Fifth (none) 
Sixth (ditto) 

13,907 

Making 68,727 running feet of pavement on the 12th of 
January, 1827; greater, perhaps, than any other place (with 
similar means and as sparse a population) can boast of. 
Much has been done by the Corporate authorities to remove 
the cause of diseases, by filling up low places, and draining in 
every part of the City, at a great expense to the respective 
Wards and individuals; the general appearance of the City 
has been greatly improved; many new and extensive stores 
have been opened ; master builders have been under the neces- 
sity of obtaining additional workmen from the neighboring 
cities; brick makers have been fully employed, and not less 
than eight millions of bricks have been made, and found a 
ready sale. 

First Ward. — Pennsylvania Avenue has been graduated 
and gravelled, and both sides paved from 17th to 22d street, 
and several streets greatly improved. The grounds attached 
to the President's House is now nearly ready for laying off 
in walks, &c. ; the square North of the same is nearly levelled 
and enclosed; but the view of the President's House is still 
obstructed by unsightly frame sheds and stables, which ought 
to be removed, as unsightly to the eye and offensive to the 
senses. 

Second Ward. — Not much has been done in opening new 
streets — many new footways have been laid, and about 20 
lots have been filled up, with the view of improving the Ward 
and securing health. Extensive additions have been made to 
Williamson's Tavern. 

Third Ward. — This still continues to take the lead in im- 
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provements of every description; in it many nuisances have 
been removed ; streets and footways made ; an addition to the 
market built, of 200 feet in length; the sides of the canal, 
for a considerable length, walled and coped, with a neat 
bridge across it, at four and a half street; great progress 
made in levelling the ground round the City Hall, prepara- 
tory to enclosing and ornamenting with trees ; great improve- 
ments have been made to Brown's Tavern, and a new and 
extensive one, to be kept by Mr. Gadsby, is now ready for 
occupation. 

Fourth Ward. — The pavement around the Capitol Square 
is completed, and several other improvements made. 

Fifth Ward. — The sheds and workshops at the Arsenal 
have been nearly completed, together with an extensive wall 
to prevent the washing of the banks by the river; consider- 
able progress made with the Penitentiary; of Ward improve- 
ments but little has been done'. 

Sixth Ward. — An addition has been made to the market- 
house, and some street improvements ; in the Navy Yard, some 
buildings have been erected; and the Potomac frigate, which 
was hauled up on the Inclined Plane, has been launched. It 
is much to be regretted that so little has been done to im- 
prove the footway. 

Diseases, 1826. 

Abscess 1 Dysentery 5 

Apoplexy 5 Dropsy 4 

Aneurism 1 brain 10 

Burn 5 chest 3 

Carbuncle 1 Diarrhoea 1 

Cholera 1 Decay 16 

morbus 1 Derangement, mental 1 

infantum 36 Enteritas 1 

Consumption 27 Fever 5 

Convulsion 13 remittent 5 

Cholic 6 intermittent 16 

Croup 4 puerperal 4 

Casualty 5 typhus 2 

Cancer 1 bilious 1 

Child bed 6 Gangrene 1 

Drinking cold water 1 Hooping cough 13 

Drunkenness 1 Marasmus 3 
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Influenza 10 Sore throat 1 

Jaundice 1 Teething 3 

Liver complaint 7 Thrush 2 

Mumps 1 Unknown 5 

Old age 5 Scrophula 1 



Worms 3 

Wound 1 



Rhematism 2 

Pneumonia 10 

Pleurisy 2 Adults 140 

Stillborn 11 Children 143 



Sudden 12 



283 



Deaths in the City of Washington, in the Years (with the 

Supposed Population of Each Year) from 1820. 

Years 1820 1821 1822 1823 1824 1825 1826 

Deaths 327 355 296 356 290 225 286 

Supp'd pop'n 13,474 14,031 14,746 15,183 15,493 16,016 16,677 

The City, as well as the District at large, suffers much from 
the want of a Code of Laws applicable to the whole ; for it is 
now almost impossible for any citizen to say what is the law 
of the place. Another evil under which they labor arises 
from the introduction of non resident slaves, who are brought 
here for sale or hire, great numbers of whom are hired by 
individuals, by the year, re-hired by the month or day, and 
many of them employed on the public works, to the great 
injury of the free laborers, who have families to support, and 
feel an interest in the welfare of the place, besides adding td 
its character and physical strength, in the hour of danger. 

January 13, 1827. 

Messrs. Gales and Seaton: I enclose you for publication an 
exhibit of the improvements made within the year 1827, and 
also a tabular statement of the number of deaths in each 
month, during the same period, &c. 



Total of supp'd 
wa & 8 - to each d wig. 



Wards. Brick. Wood. Dwlgs. Shops, &c. Additions. . 

um "- to each d wig. 

1 6 8 14 2 3 516 3,268 

2 4 25 29 2 4 556 3,521 

3 28 43 71 17 16 713 4,516 

4 1 1 2 1 1 294 1,862 

5 1 4 5 1 — - 253 1,602 
— 2 2 2 2 423 2,679 

40 1*3 123 25 25 2,755 17,448 
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Wards. 


Assessment Jan. 1, 1824. 


Assessment Jan. 1, 1825. 


1 


$1,533,188 


$1,188,069 


2 


1,407,582 


1,083,199 


3 


1,635,590 


1,302,601 


4 


1,026,620 


503,944 


5 


808,856 


454,261 


6 


611,082 


446,367 




$7,022,618 


$4,978,441 



Assessment for Yeabs 1825, 1826, 1827. 

1825 1826 1827 

Wds. Real. Personal. Real. Personal. Real. Personal. 

1 $12,250 $ 8,200 $12,140 $14,500 $33,275 $ 8,150 

2 12,150 19,970 17,340 16,750 13,130 11,400 

3 21,475 11,100 51,240 13,975 67,685 7,350 

4 850 4,950 4,900 6,850 2,200 

5 1,450 100 310 3,800 250 1,150 

6 1,750 2,250 4,850 4,400 2,850 2,450 

$40,025 $42,470 $90,830 $58,325 $124,040 $32,700 

Wards. Assessment Jan. 1, 1828. 

1 $1,276,584 

2 1,173,939 

3 1,475,426 

4 523,694 

5 461,821 

6 464,917 

$5,375,881 



First Ward. — Several parts of streets have been graduated 
and gravelled, and improvements on others made. The 
grounds around the President's House have received the form 
required for laying off into walks &c. and the Square North 
of the same is completely enclosed and paved around it. 
The Glass- Works have been re-commenced by the enterpris- 
ing proprietors, under favorable prospects. 

Second Ward. — But little improvements have been made 
on the streets, other than those of foot-ways, and the filling 
up of low grounds. Less progress has been made in filling 
the streets between Twelfth and Fourteenth Streets, than 
could have been expected. Extensive improvements have 
been made to the tavern lately occupied by Mr. Tennison. 
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Third Ward. — A great many solid improvements have been 
made in this Ward on the carriage ways and side walks, and 
filling up of low grounds. The levelling of the West section 
of the City Hall square completed and enclosed, and paved 
on the South front; the great western room of the Hall 
finished, and occupied by the Common Council; the new 
Masonic Hall, and Presbyterian Church, in contemplation 
last year, have been carried on with spirit, and now occupied, 
do credit to their founders; the new addition to the Market 
House occupied ; the extensive additions to the National Hotel 
carried up to the square, and will be finished early in the com- 
ing season, which will make it one of the most extensive and 
commodious taverns in the Union. 

Fourth Ward. — The principal improvements of this Ward 
are those of the Capitol, and around it. 

Fifth Ward. — The Penitentiary and keeper's houses are 
under cover and nearly completed. But little has been done 
by the Ward itself. 

Sixth Ward. — Little progress has been made in improve- 
ment. 

There were, as nearly as could be ascertained, on the 1st 
of January, 1827, 68,721 running feet of brick pavement laid, 
agreeably to the recorded graduation, besides convenient flag 
crossings, viz : 

In the First Ward 17,627 

Second 16,577 

Third 24,256 

Fourth 9,234 

Fifth 755 

Sixth 272 

68,721 

And during the year past, 12,725 running feet of pave- 
ment was laid, besides flag crossings, viz : 

First Ward 4,645 

Second 3,192 

Third 4,888 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 
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Numbeb op Dwellings Erected from 1810 to 1827 Inclusive, 

Exclusive op Shops, &c. Also the Population and 

Number of Deaths. 



Year. 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 



Total Dwellings. 

37 

13 

21 

22 
6 

44 

62 

81 
181 
157 
112 

88 
113 

59 

49 

67 
102 
123 



Valuation. 
8,208 



No. of Deaths. 



13,474 
14,031 
14,746 
15,183 
15,493 
16,016 
16,677 
17,448 



327 
355 
296 
356 
290 
225 
284 
251 



Deaths in 1827. 



Apoplexy 4 

Asthma 1 

Abscess 1 

Aneurism 1 

Contusion 1 

Consumption 27 

Cholera morbus 1 

Cholera infantum 35 

Convulsion 17 

Colic 1 

Croup 2 

Casualty 4 

Calculus 1 

Child bed 2 

Cancer 1 

Drinking cold water 1 

Diarrhoea 3 

Dropsy 9 

brain 7 

chest 2 

Drunkenness 4 



Dysentery 11 

Decay 9 

Erysipelis 3 

Enteritas 1 

Fever 2 

typhus 8 

bilious 3 

remittent 2 

intermittent 10 

Gangrene 1 

Gastritis 1 

Hemorrhage 1 

Haemoptises 2 

Inflammation of liver 4 

Jaundice 1 

Liver complaint 5 

Measles 2 

Old age 7 

Potolysus 1 

Parturition 2 

Pneumonia 7 



19 
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Pleurisy 6 Unknown 2 

Palsy 1 Worms 6 

Quincy 1 Wound 1 

Rheumatism 2 

Stillborn 17 



Adults 124 

Children 127 



Sudden 4 

Scrofula 4 251 

February 5, 1828. 

To the Editors. 

Gentlemen: The following Statement exhibits the Improve- 
ments within the year 1828, the inhabitants supposed at 6£ to 
each dwelling house — a statement of the old assessment, and 
the new general assessment made in 1824, together with the 
valuations of the additional in each year since then — also, 
a list of the deaths and diseases ; a publication of which may 
gratify some of your readers. 

John Sesspord. 

January 7, 1829. 

Wards. Brick. Wood. Total. Shops, &c. Additions, ^i^iaS" 1 ' popuPn? 

1 7 12 19 3 4 549 3,477 

2 29 25 54 5 6 608 3,850 

3 35 40 75 14 13 764 4,837 

4 2 5 7 — — 298 1,887 

5 -_-__ — — — 256 1,621 

6 2 1 3 1 -— 426 2,698 



73 85 158 23 23 2,901 18,370 

Statement of the Old and New Assessments, and the Yeably 
Additional Assessments fob 1825, '26, '27, '28. 

Wards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



$4,978,441 



>ld Ass'm't of real and 


General Ass'm't in 1824. 


pers'l, prior to 1824. 


Real. 


Pers'l. 


$1,533,188 


$1,058,194 


$129,875 


1,407,582 


994,834 


88,635 


1,635,590 


1,209,136 


93,465 


1,026,620 


461,439 


42,505 


808,856 


436,011 


18,250 


611,082 


414,172 
$4,573,786 


32,195 


$7,022,618 


$404,655 




$404,655 
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Wards. 


Additional, 1825. 


Additional, 1826. 


Additional, 1827. 


Real. 


Pers'l. 


Real. 


Pers'l. 


Real. 


Pers'l. 


1 


$12,250 


$ 8,200 


$12,140 


$14,500 


$33,275 


$ 8,150 


2 


12,150 


19,970 


17,340 


16,750 


13,130 


11,409 


3 


21,475 


11,100 


51,240 


13,975 


67,685 


7,350 


4 




850 


4,950 


4,900 


6,850 


2,200 


5 


1,450 


100 


310 


3,800 


250 


1,150 


6 


1,750 


2,250 


4,850 


4,400 


2,850 


2,450 



$49,075 $42,470 
42,470 



$91,545 



$90,830 
58,325 

$149,155 



$58,325 



$124,040 
32,700 

$156,740 



$32,700 



(fords. 


Additional, 1828. 
Real. Pers'l. 


Amount for 1828. 
Real. Pers'l. 


1 


$ 52,675 


$10,350 


$1,168,534 


$171,075 


2 


33,950 


10,550 


1,071,404 


147,305 


3 


198,522 


9,650 


1,548,058 


135,540 


4 


2,000 


3,050 


475,239 


53,505 


5 


2,250 


300 


440,271 


24,100 


6 


4,700 


2,040 


428,322 


43,345 




$294,097 


$36,450 


$5,131,828 


$574,870 




36,450 




574,870 






$330,547 




$5,706,698 




Wards. 


Total, Dec. 31, 1828. 
Real and pers'l. 


Amount of tax, at 66 cents 
to 100 dollars. 


1 




$1,339,609 




$7,501.81 


2 




1,218,709 




6,823.77 


3 




1,683,598 




9,428.14 


4 




528,744 




2,960.96 


5 




464,371 




2,600.47 


6 




471,677 
$5,706,698 


< 


2,641.33 
^31,956.48 



First Ward. — But little improvement has been made within 
this year and in graduating of streets and paving footways 
&c. The private improvements are good. 

Second Ward. — Several streets have been opened, gradu- 
ated, and gravelled, beside which a considerable portion of the 
streets and lots between 12th and 13th streets have been filled 
— and upwards of 1,000 feet of pipe for the conveyance of 
water has been laid. 

Third Ward. — On the Market Square great improvements 
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have been made, by graduating, and laying of brick pave- 
ments, and much has been done towards improving the 
streets — a new and handsome bridge, built across the Canal 
at 7th street, 150 feet long by 80 wide — the National Hotel 
nearly completed and in Pennsylvania Avenue, front of it, 
is accommodation for the Bank of Washington. Three new 
Churches, one for Episcopalians, one for Methodists, and one 
for Presbyterians — an extensive addition to the General Post 
Office building, for the better accommodation of the Patent 
Office and the City Post Office. A large reservoir of the 
finest spring water has been erected at the intersection of D 
and Indiana Avenue, from which a line of more than 2,500 
running feet of iron pipes has been laid — and the line of 
wooden pipes ending at 10th and Pennsylvania Avenue has 
been continued along the Avenue and across it a distance of 
more than 600 feet, feeding two reservoirs, and affording con- 
siderable surplus for future extension — a neat and extensive 
Orphan's Asylum has been erected, &c. 

Fourth Ward. — The principal improvements in this ward 
are those in and around the Capitol, which are all of a 
permanent nature ; the walks around it are delightful. 

Fifth Ward. — Some Corporation work has been done — the 
Penitentiary and Keeper's houses are completed, and only 
await the passage of a law, for the organization of the estab- 
lishment. 

Sixth Ward. — In this ward not much has been done, either 
of a public or private nature — the improvements in the Navy 
Yard still go on, and there has been built and launched from 
under the shed, a beautiful sloop of war, the St. Louis, which 
has gone to sea. 

The number of running feet brick pavement laid prior to 
January 1, 1828, was 

First Ward 22,722 

Second 19,469 

Third 29,144 

Fourth 9,204 

Fifth 755 

Sixth 275 

81,599 
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And during the year 1828 there has been laid 

First Ward 567 

Second , 5,177 

Third 4,322 



10,066 



Making the whole number of running feet in 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1829—91,665. 

From this city there sets out for Baltimore 5 Stages daily, 
every morning, viz : 

One at half past 5, 6, and 8, and at 9 and 10 o'clock. 
To Fredericktown, daily at 5 P. M. 

Alexandria do at 9 A. M. 

do do at 4 P. M. 

do do at 3 P. M. 

Annapolis, Mon., Wed., and Fr. 6 A. M. 
Piscataway, &c. Sun. and Wed. 

Steam Boats 
To Alexandria twice a day, 9 A. M. and 5 P. M. 
Alexandria and Fredericksburg daily at noon. 
Norfolk every Wednesday. 
Baltimore every Tuesday. 
And from Georgetown to Alexandria twice a day. 

List of Diseases and Deaths in 1828. 

Diseases. Diseases. 

Apoplexy 3 Dropsy 6 

Asthma 1 Dropsy of the brain 8 

Angina Pectoris 1 Drunkenness 7 

Burn 4 Decay 11 

Contusion 1 Drowned 3 

Consumption 37 Enteritis 1 

Cholera morbus 1 Fever 1 

infantum 32 Typhus 4 

Convulsion 18 Bilious 12 

Cholic 4 Intermittent 1 

Croup 2 Gout 1 

Casualty 1 Gangrene 1 

Congestion 1 Hemorrhage 3 

Diarrhoea 5 Inflam. of Brain 2 
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Influenza 7 

Liver Complaint 5 

Old Age 5 

Parturition 2 

Pneumonia 18 

Pleurisy 3 

Palsy 1 

Quincy 1 

Rheumatism 3 

Stillborn 16 

Sudden 3 



Syncope 
Scrofula 
Suicide .. 
Teething 



Varioloid 1 

Unknown 3 

Worms 6 

Adults 127 

Children 127 

254 



CITY OF WASHINGTON. 

The following table of Buildings within the city is made 
from an actual count this year, brought up to January 1st, 
1830, and the assessments from an addition of the returns of 
the Assessors, which has been prepared for publication by 
our accurate and industrious fellow citizen Mr. John Sess- 
ford. 



Statistical Table of Dwellings, &c. Assessment Value of 
Property in 1829, and Old Assessments. 



1st Ward 


Shops and separate 
from dwellings. 

50 


Public 
building. 

13 


Squares on which 
are improvements 

129 


2nd " 


57 


14 


83 


3rd " 


87 


22 


95 


4th " 


9 


8 


64 


5th " 


8 


6 


58 


6th " 


23 


8 


72 



Total 



234 



71 



503 



Dwellings on 1st of January, 1830. 





Of Brick. 


Of Wood. 


Total. 


1st Ward 


283 


288 


571 


2d 


321 


316 


637 


3d 


499 


386 


885 


4th " 


137 


179 


316 


5th " 


91 


129 


220 


6th " 


161 
1,492 


264 


425 


Total 


1,562 


3,054 
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Assessments Made in 


1829. 






Personal. 


Buildings. 


Lots. Total. 


1st 


Ward 


$133,600 


$620,783 


$ 760,496 $1,518,877 


2d 


a 


131,600 


671,605 


752,538 1,555,743 


3d 


a 


183,370 


999,475 


1,132,336 2,315,181 


4th 


ti 


43,150 


250,200 


290,603 583,953 


5th 


a 


24,175 


169,810 


334,986 528,971 


6th 


t( 


36,125 


208,585 


217,075 461,785 




Total 


$552,020 


$2,924,458 
Old Assessments 

Prior to 1824. 


$3,488,032 $6,964,510 

1. 

Made in 1824. 




1st Ward 


$1,533,188 


$1,188,069 




2d 


< 


1,407,582 


1,083,469 




3d 


1 


1,635,590 


1,302,601 




4th 


u 


1,026,620 


503,944 




5th 


t 


808,856 


454,270 




6th 


u 


611,082 


446,367 




i 


Iotal 


$7,022,618 


$4,978,720 


April 29, 


1830. 







STATISTICS OF WASHINGTON. 
Annual Statement — By John Sessfobd. Febt. 7, 1831. 



irds. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops. 


Additions. 


Census 
Jun. 1830. 


Census 
of 1820. 


1 


15 


23 


38 


2 


1 


3,677 


2,808 


2 


21 


18 


39 


6 


3 


4,058 


2,467 


3 


49 


36 


85 


16 


9 


5,751 


2,550 


4 




4 


4 




1 


1,861 


1,610 


5 


1 


11 


12 






1,357 


1,453 


6 












2,131 


2,359 



86 



92 



178 



24 



14 



18,836 



13,247 



Assessment Valuation, Decembeb 31, 1830. 



Wards. Buildings. 



% 657,833 
724,705 
1,105,855 
253,100 
174,410 
209,139 



Lots. 

% 760,494 
752,538 
1,132,336 
290,603 
334,986 
217,075 



Personal. 

$153,150 

139,890 

200,420 

45,120 

24,475 

37,225 



Total. 

$1,571,477 

1,617,133 

2,438,611 

588,823 

533,871 

463,435 



Tax on 
at 56 cts. 
on $100. 



Running 
feet of brick 

pavement 
laid in 1830. 

$ 8,800.27 3,775 

9,055.94 3,515 

13,656.22 385 

3,297.40 

2,989.67 

2,595.23 



$3,125,038 $3,488,032 $600,280 $7,213,350 $40,394.76 7,675 
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First Ward. — The principal ward improvements, have been 
the laying of foot pavements on F, G, and K streets, and the 
opening of I from 22d to the Canal basin. 

Second Ward. — Twelfth street has been cut down to its 
proper graduation, and gravelled across the Mall — a con- 
siderable extent of filling of lots under water, west of 12th, 
and laying brick footways south of Pennsylvania Avenue. 
The Rotunda is now occupied by a neat and handsome 
Museum. 

Third. — Some good improvements have been made, but 
much short of what has been done in it for several years 
past — a frame Baptist Meeting House has been erected South 
of the Mall, near 4£ street. 

In the remaining Wards, little other than casual repairs 
has been done. 

List of Deaths and Diseases in 1830. 

Diseases. 

Apoplexy 5 

Asthma 1 

Angina Pectoris 1 

Burn 3 

Contusion 2 

Croup 2 

Consumption 46 

Cholera Infantum 39 

Convulsion 15 

Colic 2 

bilious 3 

Cancer 1 

Drinking cold w'tr 3 

Dropsy 13 

brain 9 

chest 1 

Drunkenness 8 

Dysentery 8 

Decay 17 

Drowned 2 

Fever 3 

puerperal 3 

typhus 8 

bilious 21 

intermittent 7 

Gravel 1 



Diseases. 

Gout 1 

Hemmorrhage 1 

Hooping Cough 6 

Inflamm. of brain 4 

Influenza 1 

Liver Complaint 4 

Measles 28 

Old Age 5 

Pneumonia 16 

Pleurisy 7 

Palsy 2 

Salivation 2 

Still born 23 

Sudden 9 

Scrofula 1 

Teething 2 

Thrush 1 

Varioloid 1 

Unknown 6 

Worms 4 

Wound 2 

Adults 179 

Children 160 

Total 339 
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CITY STATISTICS. 

I enclose you herewith, for publication, a statistical exhibit 
of the improvements within the City within the year 1831; 
also, the assessment valuation of property in the respective 
Wards, and deaths and diseases for the same period. 

John Sesspord. 





Wards. 

1 


Brick. 
5 


Wood Total no. Shops, &c 
18 23 12 


!. Additions. 
5 




2 


29 




24 


53 8 


6 




3 


25 




40 


65 17 


13 




1 


1 




1 


2 — 


— 




5 


— 




4 


4 — 


— 




6 


— 




1 


1 1 


— 






"60 




88 


148 "38 


~24 






Additional Assessment fob 1831. 




^ 


(Yards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


$: 
$; 


;rsonal. 

15,850 
5,900 
8,600 
1,500 
1,150 
750 




Buildings. 

$ 39,850 

42,825 

163,155 

4,000 

7,250 

875 


Total. 

$ 55,700 

48,725 

171,755 

5,500 

8,400 

1,625 




33,750 


$257,955 


$291,705 








Total Assessments. 




Wards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Personal. 

$169,000 

145,790 

209,020 

46,620 

25,625 

37,975 


$ 


Buildings. 

1 699,683 

767,530 

1,269,010 
257,100 
181,660 
210,010 


Lots. 
$ 760,494 
752,538 
1,132,336 
290,603 
334,986 
217,075 


Total, Dec. 31, 1831. 

$1,629,177 

1,665,858 

2,610,365 

594,323 

542,271 

465,060 






$634,030 


$3,384,993 


$3,488,032 


$7,507,055 




Wards. 


No 


. Dwlgs. 
31, 1831 


Dec. 


Other bldgs. 


Total Bldgs. 




1 




632 




77 


709 




2 




729 




88 


817 




3 

4 




1,035 
323 




140 
16 


1,175 
339 




5 




236 




12 


248 




6 




426 




32 


458 



3,381 



365 



3,746 
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Numbeb op Deaths 
Diseases. 

Apoplexy 3 

Asthma 1 

Burn 5 

Calculus 1 

Consumption 47 

Croup 6 

Cholera Morbus 3 

Infantum 52 

Cholic 3 

Convulsions 9 

Dropsy 11 

Brain 9 

Drunkenness 2 

Dysentery 12 

Decay 21 

Delirium 1 

Eruption 1 

Erysipelas 1 

Fever 3 

scarlet 15 

typhus 9 

bilious 17 

intermittent 27 

Fall 1 

Gangrene 1 

Gout 1 

Inflam'n brain 6 



IN the Yeae 1831. 
Diseases. 

bowels 2 

Influenza 12 

Jaundice 1 

Measles 1 

Old age 8 

Parturition 2 

Pneumonia 18 

Pleurisy 6 

Palsey 1 

Poison 1 

Puerperal fever 1 

Quincy 2 

Small Pox 6 

Stillborn 15 

Sudden 8 

Syncope 1 

Scrofula 3 

Suffocation (by charcoal) 2 

Teething 3 

Thrush 3 

Tetanus 2 

Unknown 8 

Worms 6 

Adults 187 

Children 193 

Total 380 



First Ward. — Some improvements made on the streets, an 
674 running feet of paved footways laid, and considerable of 
the grounds of the President's House and enclosures of the 
Offices have been made. 

Second Ward. — 5,035 feet in length of footways has been 
laid. The line of iron pipes has been extended from 13th 
street, along F street, to near 15th street; and for the short 
period during which the Contractor for deepening and widen- 
ing the Canal has been at work, great progress has been 
made. 

Third Ward. — 5,026 feet of pavement has been laid; but 
little improvement of a general nature has been made. 

In the other Wards but little has been done, with the excep- 
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tion of the work done on the Canal, and buildings within the 
Navy Yard, Penitentiary, &c. 
February 13, 1832. 

Annual Statement of Improvements in the City of Washington 
in the Year 1832, and Additional Assessments. 

Running ft. 



:ds. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops, &c. 


Additions, brick pave- 
ment. 


1 





6 


6 


— 


1 


630 


2 


7 


9 


16 


3 


3 


1,876 


3 


12 


22 


34 


9 


7 


750 


4 


2 


1 


3 


— 


— 


— 


5 


1 


— 


1 


— 


2 


— 


6 


2 
~2A 


38~ 


2 

62~ 


12 


~u 


— 




3,256 






Additional Assessment. 






Wards. 




Real. 




Personal. 




Total. 


1 




$ 15,375 




$15,750 




$ 31,125 


2 




85,725 




15,600 




101,325 


3 




123,675 




22,160 




145,835 


4 




520 




3,600 




4,120 


5 




1,000 




1,000 




2,000 


6 




2,150 




2,150 




4,300 



$228,445 $60,260 $288,705 

First Ward. — But little has been done within the year, out 
of the funds of the Ward. The extension of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal, from the basin in Rock creek to the mouth 
of the Tiber, is in considerable forwardness. On that part 
of the City canal, within the limits of 15th and 17th streets, 
very little has been done towards forming it into a deepened 
basin for the reception of boats through the former. Indeed, 
it would appear, instead of being a primary object of those 
to whom the management has been committed by the Council, 
to have had the least attention paid to it — instead of the 
first, it is now the last; and that portion of the city most 
interested in the work has been seriously injured for some 
time back, by the shutting out of small craft, and the loss of 
wharfage, as well as the injury to the lumber merchants. 

Second Ward. — But little has been done on streets, &c. 
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The Canal, within the limits of this ward, is nearly completed ; 
it exhibits a beautiful sheet of water, and, when the opening 
to the Potomac is made to correspond, will afford ample room 
and depth of water for vessels drawing from seven to eight 
feet of water. The bridges across at 14th and 12th streets 
are to be elevated about 15 feet above high water, so as to 
admit the smaller size steamboats as high as 7th street ; these 
bridges, also, having draws in them, will enable market, wood, 
and lumber vessels to pass up as high as the market, without 
which the advantages of an extended width of the canal and 
additional depth, would be comparatively useless, and de- 
structive to the interests of the central portion of the city, 
as well as the General Fund. 

Third Ward. — Much less has been done than usual. Con- 
siderable progress is making in excavating and walling the 
canal. 

In the three Eastern Wards but little other than contingent 
repairs has been done. 

In the Navy Yard some improvement has been made, and 
a revenue cutter built. 

A Fountain of Water has been obtained on the farm of J. 
A. Smith, and the water is already conveyed in iron pipes to 
the foot of the hill north of the Capitol, affording a copious 
supply — a free stone basin around the Naval Monument for 
its reception is already prepared. 

The brick pavement for the West gate of the Capitol has 
been taken up, and Senaca stone flagging laid in its place. 
Other improvements are making around the Capitol. 

The Botanic Gardens, on the West front, from the tempor- 
ary manner of its enclosure, is not kept in a good state — a 
continuance of the iron railing from its east end around it, 
would give confidence to those who have embarked in the 
project by securing the safety of the plants and shrubbery, 
and adding beauty to the neighborhood. 

Water has also been conveyed in iron pipes from Square 
249 to the State and Treasury Departments. 

The centre of Pennsylvania Avenue, from 3d to 14th street, 
has been graded, and nine inches of stone laid on it, which 
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presents already a smooth surface ; and preparations are mak- 
ing to complete the whole, as provided for by Congress. 

The Potomac Bridge has been put in order for travelling, 
with the exception of the West draw, which will soon be 
finished; furnishing a free access to the city from the South 
and West. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, in which the city is 
greatly interested, is now in such a state of forwardness as to 
reduce it almost to a certainty, that it will be open for naviga- 
tion from the city to Harper's Ferry early in the Spring, and 
to many miles above Hancock, in September of this year. 
When this is accomplished, the charter will have been com- 
plied with; trade will actively commence; the heavy produc- 
tions which will not bear land carriage, such as lime, iron, 
lumber, and, to a certain extent, coal, besides the opening of 
freestone, marble, and other quarries, which have been 
hitherto shut up from the want of a cheap conveyance to the 
markets of the District, and towns on the Chesapeake Bay, 
will be opened to the trade of the country round. In accom- 
plishing this work, a heavy pressure has been felt by the 
stockholders, arising principally from the delay produced by 
legal impediments, which suspended the works of the com- 
pany. Since their removal, the work has progressed with 
increased vigor; and but little doubt now remains on the 
minds of any friend to the work, as to the ability of the 
Company to complete, within the present year, at least 107 
miles of navigation, and, in as short a time as the nature of 
the work will permit, to extend it to the coal banks. 

John Sessford. 
January 25, 1833. 
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CITY OF WASHINGTON. 



nual Statement of Improvements 


Made in 


THE 


City of 


Washington 


WITHIN 


THE 


Year 1833, and Additional 


Assessment, 


&c, 


by John 


Sessfobd. 








New Buildings. 










Of brick. 


Of wood. 


Total. 




Shops, &C. 


First Ward 


3 




2 


5 




1 


Sec'd 


9 




12 


21 




7 


Third 


18 




20 


38 




4 


Fourth 


4 




— 


4 




— 


Fifth 


— 




4 


4 




— 


Sixth 


— 




— 


— 




— 



34 



38 



72 



12 





Additions. 


Total no. of 

Dwellings, Dec. 

31, 1833. 


No. of Inhabi- 
tants to each 
house. 


First Ward 




1 


643 


6 


Second 




2 


766 


6 


Third 




8 


1,107 


&ft 


Fourth 




1 


330 


5ft 


Fifth 




— 


241 


5ft 


Sixth 




12" 


428 


5 




3,515 




'opulation. 
3,881 


Additional Assessment 

in 1833. 

Improvements. Personal. 

$ 6,100 $ 8,560 


Total Amt. of 

Assess., Dec. 

31, 1833. 

$1,709,437 


4,598 


38,200 




20,150 


1,783,633 


6,559 


25,150 




16,650 


2,837,681 


1,914 


— 




— 


601,923 


1,410 


— 




300 


550,821 


2,146 


800 




500 


469,385 


20,508 


$70,250 


$46,160 


$7,952,880 



First Ward. — The improvements in this ward by the Cor- 
poration, during the year, are unimportant. The Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal has been completed from the Georgetown 
Basin to 17th street west, and the water let in ; it locks down 
into the Basin at the mouth of the Tiber. Over this branch 
of the Canal there are two wooden and one stone bridge ; the 
latter is a handsome and substantial structure, built on a plan 
of Mr. Rhodier's, and executed under his direction. Some 
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kilns have been built on a large and permanent scale, for the 
making of Lime, from stone brought down the Canal. 

Second Ward. — In this, very little has been done out of 
its own funds, and very little attention paid to the preserva- 
tion of what had been previously executed; the gutter drain- 
age, in many instances, neglected, by which the water was 
turned from its proper course, to the injury of the streets; 
and the rubbish from buildings, kitchens, &c, permitted to 
remain, contrary to the law. 

Third Ward. — The same as the second, with the additional 
neglect to repair the broken footways. The western part of 
the Centre Market has been brought into use by the rental of 
the stalls, and improving around it; it is well attended and 
supplied with almost every necessity in abundance; vieing 
with almost any market, in any of the large cities, in quality 
and cheapness of the articles. 

Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Wards. — Scarcely anything has 
been done by these wards. 

The improvements has been considerable. The Canal 
through the city has not been prosecuted with either spirit 
or judgment, and the expense of execution has been greatly 
increased by the injudicious commencement of middle sec- 
tions, preventing a proper drainage, and adding 25 cents cost 
on every perch of stone hauled, which might have been easily 
avoided, by keeping the navigation free. The formation of 
an island was never, originally, contemplated. Had there 
been a superabundance of excavation to be removed, without 
proper place to deposit it, there might have been some excuse 
for such a scheme; but such is not the fact, as is shown by 
the work itself ; for the streets bordering the basin would have 
absorbed the whole of it; and, if not, the adjoining squares 
would, for which the Corporation might have got paid. To 
make up the deficiency caused by the island, resort is had to 
the high bluff north of the basin, to fill up B street several feet 
deep, two-thirds of its length, and the same will have to be 
done on the south side, a distance of 2,000 feet in length, with 
a sufficient width. The bridge at 12th street, (being two 
inclined planes, with a very steep ascent,) is almost impassable 
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with a full load, and the bridge itself appears as if on stilts, 
instead of resting on stone piers. 

The improvements made by the United States have been 
considerable. Those around the President's Mansion, as far 
as done, are of a permanent nature ; the entrances and lawn 
on the north front being greatly enlarged by the removal of 
the gates farther east and west, connected by an iron railing, 
and the outer circle of the road, and cast iron fancy railing 
around the lawn. This improvement would have been better 
if the gates had been placed opposite the streets on the east 
and west side of the enclosed ground north, with proper lodges 
at each. The walks on the south front, and the mounds, are 
also completed. The water from the spring, on square 248, 
has been conveyed in iron pipes to the reservoirs, intended to 
supply the Executive buildings and President's House. Had 
the work been properly managed, the object intended could 
have been accomplished at a less expense; there being a suf- 
ficient head and supply, reservoirs of sufficient capacity might 
have been built, for a supply in case of fire ; a portion also to 
form a jet south of the President's House, and the balance to 
discharge itself from a fountain or fountains, at the lowest 
point, at 15th street, and then the balance for the supply of 
the neighborhood. 

The improvement on Pennsylvania Avenue has been com- 
pleted in its curbing and carriage way, from the Navy Office 
to the North and South entrances to the Capitol ; the curbing 
is very fine and the carriage way handsome, and probably as 
substantial as the nature of the stone (Gneiss,) would admit 
of. Some of the side drainages are too flat to pass off the 
water sufficiently quick, and require correction. It is to be 
regretted that the levelling of it had not been intrusted to the 
City Surveyor, whose duty it is to give the graduations as 
recorded, — it would, no doubt, have been done equally well, 
and at a very trifling expense, he being always on the spot. 

At, and around the Capitol, considerable improvements have 
been made ; the terrace around the west front has been paved 
with Senaca flags. The Chamber of the House of Representa- 
tives has had its floor raised, and the circle for the seats 
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reversed, facing the Speaker's Chair, which is now on the 
North side — the attic windows behind the South columns 
opened, and a neat gallery erected for the accommodation of 
the ladies; besides other material alterations. A copious 
supply of water has been obtained from a spring in the farm 
of J. A. Smith, which empties into two reservoirs, East and 
West of the Capitol, and is sufficient for the purposes in- 
tended. The Navy Yard has been very much improved in 
general appearance, the wharf enlarged, and the slip repaired. 

Application has been made for an extension of the improve- 
ment of the Pennsylvania Avenue, by grading, curbing, and 
Macadamizing — it is confidently believed that a cheaper and 
more durable covering could be made of gravel, properly 
selected and screened, which would be freer from dust in dry, 
or mud in wet weather, than from the stone now used. 

The opening of the City channel from the Potomac to the 
Windmill Point, by dredging it, would afford many facilities 
to the improvements on the whole of the line, to the City and 
Chesapeake Canal, as well as to Georgetown, and prevent the 
necessity of the expenditures on the Western channel, and 
only requiring one draw at the bridge. 

Congress have, from time to time, taken up the subject of 
revising and forming a Code of Laws for the District, and two 
codes have been reported; the first by Judge Cranch, which 
was never acted on, and a second by a committee of their own 
body sitting for that purpose during the recess, and now 
printed by order. The difficulty of acting on it is felt by all. 
As a means of avoiding it, I would suggest, as the proper 
course, that Congress pass an act directing an election of Dele- 
gates, say one for every fifteen hundred inhabitants, who shall 
meet in Convention for the purpose of forming a Code of 
Laws for the District, and submit the same to Congress for 
approval. The cost of such a Convention would be but tri- 
fling. This hint is thrown out for consideration. To this 
body the reported Codes might be referred. 

February 7, 1834. 
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THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 

Gentlemen: Enclosed is a statement of the improvements in 
the City within the year 1834, together with the assessments. 

John Sessford. 



wd 


s. Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops, &c. Additions. 


Total houses Shops and 
















in City 


additions. 


1 


— 


7 




7 


2 


1 


650 


71 


2 


3 


10 




13 


3 


4 


779 


99 


3 


10 


24 




34 


5 


1 


1,151 


152 


4 


— 


3 




3 


1 


1 


333 


12 


5 


— 


4 




4 


— 


— 


245 


9 


6 


1 


1 
49~ 




2 

63 


"IT 


T 


430 


25 




3,588 


1*68 




Wards. 


Public Bldgs. 


Supposed Popl'n. 


Running ft. brick 
pavement. 




1 




12 






3,923 


: 


29,365 




2 




13 






4,576 


; 


37,376 




3 




23 






6,791 


■ 


34,571 




4 




8 






1,930 




9,234 




5 




6 






1,434 




755 




6 




9 






2,156 




275 



71 



20,910 



111,576 



General Assessments of Real and Personal Property. 





1823. 




1824. 




Wards. 


Total. 


Lots. 


Buildings. Personal. 


Total. 


1 


$1,533,188 


$556,096 


$502,089 $129,875 


$1,188,069 


2 


1,407,582 


469,219 


525,615 88,635 


1,083,469 


3 


1,635,590 


606,536 


602,600 93,465 


1,502,601 


4 


1,026,620 


255,134 


206,305 42,405 


503,944 


5 


808,856 


286,791 


149,120 18,250 


454,161 


6 


611,082 


202,834 


212,338 32,195 


461,785 




$7,022,918 


$2,376,610 $2,198,067 $404,925 


$4,979,602 






1829 






Wards. 


Lots. 


Buildings. 


Personal. 


Total. 


1 


$ 760,494 


$626,783 


$133,600 


$1,520,877 


2 


752,538 


671,605 


131,600 


1,555,743 


3 


1,132,336 


999,475 


183,370 


2,315,181 


4 


290,603 


250,200 


43,150 


583,953 


5 


334,986 


169,810 


24,175 


528,971 


6 


217,075 


208,585 


36,125 


461,785 




$3,488,032 


$2,926,458 


$552,020 


$6,966,510 
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1834. 




Wards. 


Buildingg. 


Personal. 


1 


$ 641,955 


$110,150 


2 


895,200 


101,900 


3 


1,494,040 


196,450 


4 


198,060 


26,750 


5 


130,675 


12,900 


6 


145,541 


21,875 




$3,505,471 


$470,025 



During the last year, owing to the depressed state of the 
Finances, but little has been done by the Corporation. In 
the First Ward but one street has been improved. In the 
Second Ward, the only improvement is the paved footway on 
the east side of 12th street, from the Canal to Maryland 
Avenue, and partially on the north side of Maryland Avenue, 
from 12th to 14th streets. In the Third Ward, Sixth street 
has been improved between G and H, and the footway laid on 
the east side, and a paved footway on the west side of 7th 
street, from the Canal to Maryland Avenue. In the Fourth 
and Fifth Wards, New Jersey Avenue has been graded and 
gravelled. 

The Canal through the city has been prosecuted throughout 
the year, and now requires but little more work to make it 
navigable throughout. The bars at the east and west end, and 
at 14th street, have proved very injurious to the interests of 
the City, and ought to be forthwith removed, to admit vessels 
of a draught equal to the capacity of the Canal. 

The improvements around the President's House are of a 
permanent nature, and add much to its appearance. The 
wall, on the South front, is unsightly, and should be reduced 
in height, with an iron railing, which would have a more airy 
appearance, and be a better protection to the grounds than the 
present. 

In, and around, the Capitol, some handsome improvements 
have been made. The Fountain is neat and ornamental, but 
too confined. The Naval Monument loses its effect from being 
so near the Capitol. Were it removed to the island in the 
Botanic Garden, properly elevated, with a sufficient sheet of 
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water around it, it would be seen to more advantage. The 
surplus water from the fountain might be also taken there, 
and jets formed, after which, it might be conveyed in pipes 
to water the low grounds of the City to great advantage to the 
public. 

The improvements in the Navy Yard have been consider- 
able, in the enlargement of the wharf and erection of build- 
ings; and the Yard itself is tastefully arranged and kept in 
neat order, reflecting credit on the officer having charge of it. 
It is, however, much to be regretted, that this Yard has not 
been further encouraged by ordering, from time to time, some 
of the public vessels to this place, which is a good and safe 
harbor; where, from experience, they can be repaired as eco- 
nomically as elsewhere, besides encouraging the growth of this 
City, which is the Seat of the General Government. 

The Arsenal, and the grounds around it, have been much 
improved, and have a fine view, being on the point of the 
Potomac and Anacostia rivers. The marsh, on the east side 
of it and the Penitentiary, ought to be drained, by the cutting 
a small canal as far north as South N street, which would give 
additional ground, and remove much of the cause of sickness 
in the neighborhood. 

The Eastern Grave-yard has been much ornamented, and is 
well enclosed. The numerous handsome monuments and 
vaults already make this place worthy to be visited by 
strangers. 

Considerable progress has been already made in the erection 
of a new bridge across the Potomac; the eastern cause-way 
being now dry-walled on each side, and to a height ready to 
commence the mortared work, and considerable of the filling 
done. The two causeways ought to be united by causewaying 
across the middle channel, which is of no use. The opening 
and deepening of the channel of the river along the shore of 
the City to Georgetown, would be of great advantage to both 
places, and would supersede the continual necessity of dredg- 
ing the western channel, and well deserves the serious con- 
sideration of Congress. 

February 13, 1835. 
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Annual statement of improvements made in the City of 
Washington within the year 1835, and additional Assessment 
of Houses and Personal Property; the tax on which is for 
city purposes 50 cents, and for Chesapeake and Ohio canal 60 
cents on the $100. 

John Sessford. 



Wards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



Brick. 
3 
3 
9 



15 



Wood. 

7 

4 

14 

1 



27 



Total. 
11 

7 
23 

1 



42 



Shops. 

5 
4 

1 



10 



Total dwellings. 
659 
786 
1,165 
334 
245 
441 

3,630 



Wards. 



Wards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



Total public 
bldgs. 

13 
11 
22 

7 
5 
8 



Total shops 
separate from 
houses. 

67 

96 

140 

11 

7 

24 



Total bldgs. 

739 
893 
1,327 
352 
257 
473 



Supposed 
census. 

3,954 
4,616 
6,874 
1,937 
1,421 
2,205 



345 


4,041 


21,007 


Running feet of pavements. 
In 1835. Total. 


— 




27,365 


1,257 




38,633 


4,624 




39,195 


— 




9,324 


— 




755 


— 




275 



5,881 



115,547 



There have been during the year scarcely any improvements 
other than contingent, owing to the embarrassed situation of 
the City and Ward finances. Had the city been in possession 
of the funds derived from the sales of the public lots, and 
the unsold lots contributed their proportion of taxes, equally 
with those owned by individuals, the city would not at the 
present day have been in need of funds to free it from its 
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debts and obligations; but the proceeds were paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, instead of being placed to the 
credit of the city for its improvement and embellishment, and 
which was contemplated by its great founder, Washington, and 
President Jefferson, as is fully shown by their acts and cor- 
respondence. The amount raised for city uses by sales of 
lots and donations from Maryland and Virginia, was, up to 
1830, as follows : From lots $732,717.68 ; donations from Mary- 
land $72,000; from Virginia $120,000; making the sum of 
$924,717.68; nearly all of which was obtained in the infancy 
of the city. Had this amount been invested in stock, it would 
have afforded a yearly revenue of upwards of $55,000, to which 
might have been added a small assessment tax, and licenses 
would have enabled the corporate authorities to accomplish 
every desirable improvement, and of a permanent nature. In 
addition, much good might have been done by the Govern- 
ment, had they fostered the city as the nation's city, by the 
building and fitting out a portion of the public vessels from 
the navy yard. Ordering a portion of them here as they re- 
turn from cruises, would be but an act of justice, and would 
aid much the interest of the city. The approach to the yard 
by the Potomac river is good, the harbor commodious and safe 
in all seasons, with a sufficient depth of water to admit any 
vessel that can pass up to Alexandria. The expenses of build- 
ing are as low as at any other navy yard, as was shown in the 
report of the late Secretary of the Navy; then why not order 
ships here ? 

During the past year the Potomac bridge has been rebuilt 
out of an appropriation made by Congress, and is nearly a 
mile in length; about one-third of its length is a causeway 
across the flats ; it has a footway on each side and two draws, 
66 feet wide each, on the railway plan ; one at the eastern or 
city channel, and the other at the western or Georgetown 
channel. The Georgetown channel has been much improved 
by dredging, during the last year. Were a similar appropria- 
tion made by Congress for the city channel, a greater depth 
of water might be obtained, besides having the advantage of 
passing along the city shore and wharves from the mouth of 



Reprints. 311 

the Anacostia to Georgetown, and ultimately superseding the 
necessity of two draws in the bridge. During the year a new 
Theatre of large dimensions has been erected, and handsomely 
fitted up, fronting on the open space on E street and Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, between 13th and 14th streets west, and the 
old Theatre greatly improved. The railroad has been com- 
pleted to Baltimore; its depot on the corner of Pennsylvania 
Avenue and 2nd street west. A commencement has been made 
in filling up the unsightly and unhealthy pond on the Presi- 
dent 's square, adjoining the canal ; and it is in contemplation 
to grade the whole of the square. A great improvement would 
be made to the south side of the President's enclosure, were 
the unsightly stone wall reduced in height, and an iron railing 
placed on it to correspond with the north front. There ought 
to be erected a permanent Navy Hospital on the ground in- 
tended for that purpose at the east end of the city, where it 
is much needed. Such establishments exist elsewhere, and 
others are petitioned for; there is ample room for buildings, 
gardens, &c. ; it would supersede the necessity of renting, as at 
present, inconvenient places. A topographical survey of the 
District is much wanted, and might be executed in a short 
time, and at a trifling expense, by a detachment of the 
Engineer corps. Such a survey would be found useful to the 
committees on District affairs, as well as the public. A survey 
is now making by the State of Maryland on an extensive scale, 
and that of Virginia has been done some years ago. 
January 16, 1836. 

Annual statement of improvements made within the city 
within the year 1837 ; together with the additional assessment ; 
together with the total on personal property, buildings and 
aggregate; also, the supposed population. John Sessford. 

Wards. Brick. Wood. Total. Shops, &c. Total no. ofdwlgs. 

679 
811 
1,212 
342 
249 
441 

3J34 



1 


3 


7 


10 


3 


2 


1 


13 


14 


9 


3 


11 


22 


33 


5 


4 


1 


4 


5 


— 


5 
6 


— 


1 


1 


1 




16" 


47 


&T 


^8 
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Wards. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 



Supposed 
census. 

4,300 

5,136 

7,676 

2,042 

1,431 

2,205 



Running ft. pave- 
ment laid in yr. 

328 

540 

350 



Additional assessment for 1837. 



fildgs. 

$ 9,850 

11,510 

35,000 

3,300 

1,100 

200 



Personal. 

$14,775 

10,350 

27,300 

6,300 

1,900 

5,150 



Total. 

$24,625 

21,500 

62,300 

9,600 

3,000 

5,350 



22,790 



1,218 



$60,600 $65,775 $126,375 



Wards. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 



Personal. 

$145,375 

136,450 

264,850 

40,550 

18,200 

30,925 



Assessment on 

Bldgs. 



t 671,340 
964,450 
1,622,340 
203,860 
133,975 
145,891 



Lots. 
$ 601,490 
607,322 
1,397,071 
177,214 
175,679 
154,596 



Aggregate. 

$1,418,205 

1,708,222 

3,284,261 

421,624 

327,854 

331,412 



Tax at 25 
cents on $100. 

$ll,684,54f 

12,811.66* 

24,631.951 

3,162.18 

2,458.90$ 

2,485.59 



$636,350 $3,741,856 $3,113,372 $7,491,578 $56,186.83* 

During the year, but little has been done by the Corpora- 
tion, beyond the casual repair of streets, except the filling up 
of lots, by direction of the Board of Health, which were 
covered with water, and considered injurious to the health of 
the inhabitants. The general healthiness of the city is fully 
admitted by all who have an opportunity of judging correctly ; 
the markets well supplied, and at prices lower on the average, 
than those of any city to the east of this place. The bridge at 
Twelfth street has been reduced in height, affording a much 
easier passage over it. Some dredging has been done in the 
Canal, opposite sewers ; the necessity for this might easily be 
obviated by the construction of sediment basins where wanted ; 
the west entrance of the Canal is still much obstructed by the 
remains of the Dam, which ought to be removed, so as to 
admit small steamboats and river craft to enter without diffi- 
culty, and pass up to the heart of the business part of the 
city, the depth of water inside, at ordinary high tides, being 
over seven feet — a depth equal to the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware Canal, through which pass coal and lumber vessels. 
Should this work be commenced early in the spring, beneficial 
effects would soon be felt. Great progress has been made in 
the construction of the new Treasury building and Patent 
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Office. The extension of the west enclosure of the Capitol 
adds much to its general appearance; the embellishments of 
the grounds within it are neat and well-arranged, and the 
promenade through it delightful, enlivened by a handsome jet 
and basin. Iron pipes have been laid from the Capitol, along 
the north side of Pennsylvania avenue, to Fifteenth street, 
with a sufficient number of plugs for the supply of water in 
case of fire. At the Arsenal considerable improvements have 
been made by building, as well as partially filling up the 
swamp on the east side of the ground south of the Peniten- 
tiary. Some additional buildings have been erected at the 
Navy Yard. This yard, from its neatness, forms a consider- 
able attraction to the stranger, but wants to be enlivened by 
the presence of public vessels. Why this is not the case, it is 
difficult to conjecture, particularly when it is known that 
vessels constructed at this yard have cost less, and endured 
longer without the necessity of repair, than those built else- 
where. The eastern portion of the city would be much 
benefited by the ordering of a portion of the smaller class of 
vessels of war to this navy yard for discharge and refitting. 
January 15, 1838. 

Annual Statement of Improvements Made in This City in 1838, 
&c; by John Sessfoed. 





Wards. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops, < 


._ Whole no. of 
&c - dwellings. 




1 


2 


3 


5 


4 


684 




2 


4 


13 


17 


7 


828 




3 


28 


20 


48 


7 


1,260 




4 


2 


6 


8 


1 


350 




5 


— 


3 


3 


1 


252 




6 


4 


— 


4 


1 


445 






40 


"45 


85~ 


2T 


3,819 


Ward8. 


Supposed, 
census. 


Running feet of 

pavement laid 

in yeai. 




Additional assessment. 
Bldg. Personal. Total. 


1 




4,332 


— 




$17,900 


$13,450 $31,350 


2 




5,224 


398 




43,650 


16,050 59,700 


3 




7,980 


1,436 




28,400 


33,750 62,150 


4 




2,100 


— 




4,750 


3,000 7,750 


5 




1,487 


— 




650 


3,700 4,350 


6 




2,534 


— 




400 


3,750 34,675 



23,677 



1,744 



$95,750 $73,700 $169,450 
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Wards 


' Personal. 


Total assessment. 
Bldgs. 


Lots. 


Aggregate. 


Tax at 75 
cents on $100. 


1 


$158,825 


$ 689,240 


$ 601,490 


$1,449,555 


$10,871.66* 


2 


152,500 


1,008,110 


607,322 


1,767,922 


13,259.41$ 


3 


298,600 


1,650,740 


1,397,071 


3,346,411 


25,098.08* 


4 


53,550 


208,600 


177,214 


429,374 


3,220.30* 


5 


21,900 


134,625 


175,679 


332,204 


2,491.53 


6 


34,675 


144,291 


154,596 


333,562 


2,501.72* 




$710,050 


$3,835,606 


$3,113,372 


$7,659,028 


$57,442.72 



During the past year but little has been done in the way of 
improvements by the Corporation, other than casual repairs. 
The general healthiness of the city has been fully sustained, 
as will be seen by those who have noticed the reports of the 
Board of Health, published monthly. The difficulty en- 
countered by vessels entering the canal at the mouth of the 
Tiber, as well as that opposite the sewer west of 7th street 
has been in a great measure removed by the operations of the 
dredging machine; and vessels have entered heavily laden 
with a variety of produce and building material, by which the 
revenue of the canal from wharfage has doubled at least. A 
new and permanent bridge with a draw is much wanted at 
14th street, and a draw in the one at 12th street, so as to 
admit vessels to pass up to the Centre Market; the wharves 
and property adjoining would become much more valuable. 

During the year property has increased materially in value, 
and many good sales have been made. Rents generally have 
advanced, whilst the mechanic and laborer have been fully 
employed. The new Treasury and Patent Office erecting by 
the United States are progressing fast to completion; a por- 
tion of the former is now occupied by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The grounds west of the Capitol, under the direc- 
tion of the Commissioner and superintendence of the Public 
Gardener, have been improved tastefully, and produce a fine 
effect. Connected with this should be enclosed the grounds 
west of 1st street to 3rd street, for a botanic garden. Several 
good sheds for timber have been erected in the Navy Yard; 
and it must be again urged to those having authority, that it 
would be only an act of justice that a portion of the public 
vessels should be occasionally ordered to it to be refitted, &c. 
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Such a measure would restore confidence to the owners of 
property in the eastern portion of the city. More particularly 
is this urged, as it is known that the vessels built at this yard 
have cost less, and run longer without requiring repairs, than 
any vessels in the Navy. It would also be desirable that Con- 
gress should by law cause a topographical and geological 
survey of the District to be made, so as to keep pace with the 
adjoining States. The expense would be trifling compared to 
the advantages to the committees of Congress and the citizens. 

January 4, 1839. 



Statement of Improvements Made in This City in the Year 1839, 

and Assessment Buildings and Personal Property. 

By John Sessford. 



Wards. ] 


Brick. 


Wood. 


DwTgs. in 1839. 


Shops, &c. 


Running ft. 
of pavement. 


1 




20 


6 


26 


7 


615 


2 




7 


28 


35 


2 


1,967 


3 




24 


39 


63 


2 


2,500 


4 




2 


11 


13 


— 


— 


5 




1 


1 


2 


— 


— 


6 




— 


2 


2 


1 


— 






4(T 


"lOl 


~141 


ll2 


5,082 


Wards. Total dw elgs. 


Supposed ' 


Total ft. pave- 


General Assessm't. 


it chub. 


in city. 




pop'Pn. 


ment in city. 


Bldgs. 


Personal . 


1 


710 




4,497 


28,047 


$ 821,025 


$252,225 


2 


863 




5,466 


41,918 


1,062,200 


230,900 


3 


1,323 




8,379 


45,298 


1,778,125 


347,750 


4 


363 




2,178 


9,324 


288,150 


56,300 


5 


254 




1,499 


755 


175,420 


22,850 


6 


447 




2,546 
24,565 


275 


21,150 
$4,346,070 


38,050 




3,960 


125,617 


$948,075 



The principal improvements have been in making brick 
footways, which have been charged to the property adjoining, 
and the guttering at the cost of the respective wards. In the 
first ward, Pennsylvania Avenue has had a new covering of 
gravel west of the War Office. In the second and third wards, 
New York Avenue has had a partial grading and gravelling, 
from 9th to 12th street, and 10th street from New York 
Avenue to I street. Some other footways have been com- 
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menced, and will be finished in the spring. The extent of 
paved footways is about 24 miles, and averages about 14 feet 
wide. The convenience arising to the community from these 
footways is perhaps not equalled in any city of the same 
population, and extending over so large a space of ground. 
A handsome new Engine House has been erected near the 
Navy Yard, and in the Navy Yard some good improvements 
have been made, and also at the Capitol and Arsenal. An 
additional supply of water has been obtained for the fountains 
in the Capitol enclosure, and pipes have been laid conveying 
water from those at 15th street west into each story of the 
new Treasury building, which has been for some time occupied 
by the various offices of the Treasury, which, since the burn- 
ing, have been kept in rented buildings. The new Treasury 
building is a massive structure, the rooms in which are all 
fire-proof, neat and convenient. The Patent Office is suffi- 
ciently advanced to receive the models of patents as soon as 
the weather will admit. The new Post Office, on the old site, 
has its basement completed, and some height of the walls of 
the first story carried up. Its south, east, and west fronts 
are veneered with white marble, and the rear with gray 
granite. It will be a chaste and beautiful structure. The 
workmanship of these buildings is very substantial, and on all 
hydraulic cement has been freely used. A new jail, of the 
Gothic order, has been erected on the northeast corner of 
reservation No. 9, and will be ready for the reception of 
prisoners early in the summer. 

The necessity for a complete topographical and geological 
survey of the District is much felt, and is necessary for the 
Committees of the District in Congress. It might at this 
time be accomplished by engineers in the service of the United 
States, who could now be easily detailed for the purpose. It 
would be a good accompaniment to that now in progress by 
the State of Maryland. In connexion with this, the docu- 
ments relative to the seat of Government of the United States, 
ordered by the Senate to be compiled for publication, are 
much wanted for legislation, and, as documentary history, for 
reference. 
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It is intended shortly to furnish you with a sketch of the 
city calculated for gazetteers and general information. 

Deaths in Eighteen Hundred Thirty-nine. 

Inflammation of the Brain ... 2 
" Bowels .. 1 



Apoplexy 6 

Asthma 2 

Burn 3 

Consumption 69 

Convulsions 4 

Child-bed 2 

Croup 14 

Casualty 5 

Colic 2 

Cancer 2 

Decay 15 

Dropsy 11 

Dysentery 4 

Drowned 5 

Drunkenness 21 

Fever, Typhus 11 

" Bilious 11 

" Scarlet 19 

" Congestive 1 

" Catarrhal 1 

Fits 7 

Gout 1 

Gravel 1 

Heart, Disease of 1 

Hernia 2 

Haemorrhage 1 

Hooping Cough 3 

January 1, 1840. 



" Lungs ... 4 

Lockjaw 1 

Mania 1 

Measles 1 

Pneumonia 1 

Pleurisy 20 

Palsy 2 

Rheumatism 1 

Syphilis 1 

Spasms 1 

Summer Complaint 22 

Still born 18 

Teething 3 

Thrush 4 

Unknown 41 

Water on the Brain 8 

White Swellings 1 

Worms 1 

Under 2 years 139 

From 2 to 10 39 

" 10 to 30 59 

" 30 to 50 78 

" 50 to 80 54 

Over 80 3 

Total 372 



Annual Statement of Improvements Made in the City During the 

Year 1840, with the Assessment of 1839 and 1840, 

Together with the Number of Deaths. 

By John Sessford. 

Shops &c. 



Wards. 
1 


Brick. 

7 


Wood. 
23 


2 


8 


23 


3 


34 


57 


4 


1 


7 


5 


4 


8 


6 


2 


4 



nl840. 


Addition 


30 


— 


31 


10 


91 


•4 


8 


— 


12 


— 


6 


— 



36 



132 



178 



14 



13 



3 1 8 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 



Wards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


Total dwlgs 
in the city. 

740 
894 
1,414 
371 
266 


Running ft. of pave- 
ment laid in 1840. 

1,523 

118 

3,264 


Total running ft. 
pavement in city. 

29,570 

42,036 

48,562 

9,324 

755 




6 


453 




2,105 
7,010 




2,380 




4,138 


132,627 






Assessment of '. 


Pboperty. 










General in . 


1839. 






Wards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Lots. 
$ 732,929 
989,154 
1,735,959 
207,422 
171,482 
111,996 


Bldgs. 

$ 791,625 

1,042,700 

1,736,875 

280,550 

167,970 

215,000 




Personal. 

$237,075 

224,200 

339,700 

54,200 

22,050 

37,450 


Total. 

$1,761,629 

2,256,054 

3,812,534 

542,172 

361,502 

364,446 






$3,948,942 


$4,234,720 


1 


$914,675 


$9,098,337 






Additional in 


- mo. 




Wards. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Tax at 75c. 

$13,212.22 

16,920.41 

28,594.01 

4,066.29 

2,711.27 

2,733.35 


Bldgs. 

$18,595 

34,380 

76,050 

16,550 

3,100 

1,800 




Personal. 

$ 9,150 

15,200 

20,600 

2,200 

800 

5,650 


Total. 

$27,745 

49,580 

96,650 

18,750 

3,900 

7,450 






$68,237.55 


$150,475 




$53,600 


$204,075 



Deaths in 1840. 



Apoplexy 8 

Burns 4 

Consumption 77 

Convulsions 2 

Child-bed 6 

Croup 8 

Casualty 2 

Cancer 2 

Cholera Morbus 2 

Decay 13 

Dysentery 7 

Dropsy 18 



Drowned 2 

Drunkenness 20 

Dropsy in the Chest 11 

Diarrhoea 2 

Fever 1 

" Bilious 4 

" Typhus 1 

" Scarlet 41 

" Inflammatory 1 

Jaundice 1 

Liver Complaint 2 

Old Age 1 
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Pneumonia 6 Worms 2 

Pleuris y 22 Under 2 years 176 



Palsy 1 

Summer Complaint 44 

Still-born 32 



From 2 to 10 45 

" 10 to 30 74 

" 30 to 50 82 

Teething 9 « 50to80 45 



Over 80 5 



Thrush 2 

Unknown 41 

Ulcer 1 427 

Water on the Brain 20 



Very little improvement has been made m the opening and 
improvement of streets except in the First and Third Wards, 
other than the casual repairs and footways, from the want of 
means. A large and neat building has been erected on 9th 
street by the congregation of the Presbyterian Church, (Mr. 
Smith's,) and a new frame Church on 16th street for the 
Africans in that part of the city. The new Treasury and 
Patent Office buildings are now occupied, and the new Post 
Office is in progress. Improvements have been made in the 
Navy Yard and at the Arsenal. Great inconvenience is ex- 
perienced from the partial destruction of the bridge across the 
Potomac, which it is hoped will be remedied py an appro 
priation for its repair. 

January 22, 1841. 

Annual Exhibit of Buildings Erected Within the Yeab 1841. 
Assessments, &c. By John Sessfobd. 



irds. 


Dwlgs. 


Shops. 


Additions. 


Total Dwlgs. 


Average to 
house per 
census 1830. 


1 


18 


6 


3 


763 


6.023 


2 


42 


7 


1 


924 


6.006 


3 


105 


4 


8 


1,504 


5.901 


4 


13 


2 


1 


383 


5.254 


5 


18 


— 


— 


277 


5.197 


6 


20 


1 





467 


5.006 



216 20 13 4,318 
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w*^. iSSSi*^? ^v^iSfftrf Additional Assessment 1841. 

Wards. r in t |^P|^ ^ Y £mSJ. B^* 8 - Personal. Total. 

1 4,753 333 $28,425 $15,950 $ 44,375 

2 4,599 2,714 28,075 16,500 44,575 

3 8,875 4,999 94,300 12,850 107,150 

4 2,013 — 6,350 3,800 10,150 

5 1,439 — 2,450 650 3,100 

6 2,337 — 3,600 2,850 6,450 

25,016 8,046 $163,200 $52,600 $215,800 

Total Assessed Pboperty on Which there is a Tax of 75c ^o $100. 
Wards. 

1 $1,833,749 

2 2,350,209 

3 4,016,354 

4 '. 571,072 

5 368,502 

6 378,346 

Total $9,518,232 

In the First Ward, no improvements have been made other 
than repairs. 

In the Second and Third Wards, important improvements 
have been made in opening, grading, and gravelling streets, 
building culverts, &c. &<». as well as casual repairs. In the 
other three Wards but little has been done. 

Further work has been done on the new Treasury Building 
and the Patent and Post Office Buildings are both occupied. 
Additional buildings have been erected on the grounds at- 
tached to the Arsenal, and a new wharf made. The Yard is 
well situated, on the Anacostia, and has a sufficient depth of 
» water for vessels drawing under twenty-four feet, where they 
can lie secure from storms. The water is found to have a 
preservative quality for- timber imbedded in the dock. The 
work-shops and timber-sheds are large and convenient; and, 
according to a Eeport of a former Secretary of the Navy, 
vessels built at this Yard have not cost more than those built 
at other Yards, and, according to the repeated verbal testi- 
mony of the late Commodore, have run longer without requir- 
ing repairs than those built on the seaboard. The policy of 
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President Jefferson was to improve it, as was shown by the 
number of vessels ordered to it in his time, which promoted 
the growth of the city ; and, if pursued by those who succeeded 
him, would ere this have made the seat of Government a place 
of commerce. Even now, if a portion of the smaller vessels 
were ordered here for repairs, &c, the incidental benefits to 
the city, District, and Potomac region of Virginia and Mary- 
land would be soon felt. Supplies for building, provisions, 
fuel, &c. can be had in abundance, and on as good terms as 
from any other region. 

Note. — In 1840 there was built a four-story, and this year 
three of four-stories, and two raised, making a new class. 



Deaths in 1841. 



Apoplexy 2 

Abcess 1 

Burns 2 

Cramp 1 

Consumption 55 

Child-bed 4 

Croup 5 

Casualty 2 

Cancer 3 

Decay, or Hepotilas 16 

Dysentery 4 

Dropsy 13 

Drowned 5 

Drunkenness 15 

Dropsy in the Chest 1 

Erysipelas 1 

Fever — Bilious 12 

Typhus 3 

" Intermittent 1 

Fits 7 

Epilepsy 4 

Gravel 1 

Heart, Disease of 1 

Hemmorrhage 1 

Hooping cough 8 

January 24, 1842. 
21 



Inflammation of Brain 4 

" Bowels 3 

Liver 1 

Pneumonia 6 

Pleurisy 13 

Palsy 7 

Quinsy 1 

Rheumatism 2 

Shot •..' 1 

Summer complaint 49 

Still born 8 

Sudden 1 

Smallpox 2 

Teething 10 

Thrush 1 

Unknown 29 

Water on the Brain 10 

Worms 3 

Under 2 years Ill 

From 2 to 10 34 

" 10 to 30 52 

" 30 to 50 70 

« 50 to 80 49 

Over 80 3 

319 
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Annual Exhibit op Buildings Erected in the City in the Yeab 
1842 — Assessments, &c. By John Sessfobd. 



Wards. 


Brick 


Wood. 


Dwlgs. 


Shops. 


Additions. Total dwlgs. 


1 


8 


20 


28 


1 


2 


791 


2 


18 


47 


65 


2 


8 


989 


3 


44 


100 


144 


8 


6 


1,648 


4 


2 


17 


19 


1 


2 


410 


5 


18 


1 


19 


1 


2 


296 


6 


1 

"82 


11 


12 


1 
~14 


1 

1u 


479 




213 


295 


4,613 


Wards. 




Ratio per 


Inhabitants per 


Running ft. pavemen 






census 1880. 


ratio of 1830. 




laid in 1842. 


1 




6.023 




4,764 




1,520 


2 




6.006 




5,939 




624 


3 




5.901 




9,724 




1,380 


4 




5.254 




2,154 




400 


5 




5.197 




1,538 




— 


6 




5.006 




2,397 




— 



26,516 



3,924 



Additional Assessment in 1842. 



Wards. 


Bldgs. 




Personal. 


Total. 


1 


$32,700 




$18,350 


$50,950 


2 


28,350 




9,706 


38,050 


3 


69,055 




19,200 


88,255 


4 


6,925 




800 


7,725 


5 


10,450 




2,950 


. 13,400 


6 


11,250 




3,300 


14,550 




$158,730 




$54,200 


$212,930 


Ward 8. 


Total assess'* 


d property, on which 


Tax. 




there is a tax of 75c. to $100. 


1 


$1,884,699 




$14,135.24* 


2 




2,388,259 




17,911.94* 


3 




4,104,609 




30,785.56f 


4 




578,797 




4,340.971 


5 




381,902 




2,864.26* 


6 




392,896 




2,946.72 




$9,731,162 




$72,984.71* 



In the First Ward, some improvements have been made in 
streets, &c, and a new and substantial bridge erected across 
Eock creek by the Corporation of Georgetown; but the ap- 
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proach to it from the city is bad, and should be remedied with- 
out delay. Within the Second and Third Wards, some im- 
portant improvements have been made in opening, grading, 
and gravelling streets, making bridges and culverts, &c, and 
reservoirs for water; a substantial bridge at Second street, 
across Pennsylvania avenue, has been erected. In the Fifth 
Ward some good improvements have been made. 

The colonnade of the Treasury building has been put up, 
and cast-iron railing in front between the columns; the area 
wall, with railing on it, around the General Post Office, has 
been completed, the area paved with white marble, the foot- 
way outside with large flags. Some temporary fixtures around 
the Patent Office. The Patent Office building is daily visited 
by citizens and strangers, to view the extensive collection of 
curiosities. Additional improvements have been made at the 
Navy Yard and Arsenal. The new Jail is occupied and the 
old one is now undergoing alterations for a Lunatic Asylum. 
The Potomac bridge is yet unfinished. There are nine Steam- 
boats plying from the city. The lands around the city are 
in much demand from the increase of the markets. 

Deaths in 1842. 

Apoplexy 1 Scarlet 3 

Asthma 1 Intermittent 1 

Burn 1 Fits 17 

Consumption 66 Gravel 1 

Childbed 5 Heart, Diseases of 2 

Croup 6 Hemmorhage 1 

Casualty 4 Hooping cough 6 

Cancer 4 Inflammation, Brain 1 

Cough 1 Bowels 2 

Decay 17 Lungs 1 

Dysentery 2 Liver 1 

Dropsy 10 Kidneys 1 

Drowned 5 Jaundice 1 

Drunkenness 14 Liver complaint 2 

Debility 1- Measles 26 

Fever, Bilious 25 Murder 1 

Typhus 1 Old Age 2 
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Pleurisy 7 

Palsy 1 

Quinsy 2 

Rheumatism 1 

Skin, Diseases of 1 

Summer Complaint 21 

Stillborn 7 

Suicide 1 

Teething 8 

Unknown 45 



Water on Brain 8 

Worms 4 

Under 2 years 113 

2 to 10 45 

10 to 30 63 

30 to 50 62 

50 to 80 51 

Over 80 7 

341 



January 20, 1843. 



THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, 
January 1, 1844. 



Exhibit of Buildings Erected in 1843, &c. 





Of Brick. 


Of Wood. 


Dwellings. 


Shops. 


Add. 


Total. 


1st Ward 


16 


46 


62 




1 


853 


2nd " 


25 


38 


63 


7 


6 


1,052 


3rd " 


40 


97 


137 


11 


12 


1,785 


4th " 


3 


21 


24 




4 


434 


5th " 


1 


13 


14 


1 




310 


6th " 


3 


22 


25 


1 




504 



88 



237 



325 



20 



23 



4,938 



Running feet of pavement: — 2nd Ward, 881 feet; 3rd Ward, 1,867 
feet; 4th Ward, 280 feet; Total 3,028 feet. 



Additional Assessment in 1843. 





Inhabitants, 
ratio in 1830. 


Assessment on 
Buildings. 


Personal. 


Total. 


1st Ward 


5,118 


$ 23,425 


$1,800 


$ 25,225 


2nd " 


6,312 


53,750 


900 


64,650 


3rd " 


10,710 


172,025 


3,150 


175,175 


4th " 


2,278 


12,950 


5,300 


18,250 


5th " 


1,850 


6,700 


2,225 


8,925 


6th " 


2,520 

28^788 


5,800 
$274,650 


700 


6,500 


Total 


$14,075 


$288,725 
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Total am'nt of Personal names. 
^SSMff* ad^ed ins- 
ist Ward $1,909,924 5 

2,442,909 3 

4,279,784 16 

597,047 36 

390,827 18 

399,396 6 



2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 



Total $10,019,887 84 

In the first ward some good improvements have been made 
in the streets, and within its limits has been erected a hand- 
some and large building for an observatory, on an elevated 
site; the interior of St. John's church has been neatly and 
conveniently arranged in its seats, &c. In the Second Ward, 
in addition to the extensive improvements on its streets, &c.,. 
there has been erected a new Episcopal church on G street, 
between 13th and 14th streets; a new bridge is now erecting 
across the Tiber at 14th street, and, in opposition to the wishes 
and interests of the inhabitants of the centre of the city, with- 
out a draw, thus closing a public highway to the market, and 
lessening the income from the wharves to the general fund — a 
suicidal act, and which could not have been done had the 
Wards been fairly represented in the Council. Important im- 
provements have been made in the Third Ward; the Market 
has been newly shingled; a large and neat Baptist church 
erected on E, between 6th and 7th streets; the old jail altered 
and neatly fitted for a Lunatic Hospital. In the other Wards 
considerable improvements have been made, at the Arsenal, 
Navy Yard, &c, and a new and extensive Asylum is erecting 
at the east extremity of the city. The Potomac bridge is 
finished. By the last column it will be seen that only 84 ad- 
ditional names have been added on the personal assessment 
return, of which only 24 were in the first three Wards, whilst 
there were erected in them last year 237 houses, and in the 
eastern Wards only 58 houses. The assessments are made 
every five years, and the yearly additions added, which make 
the above ; from which should be deducted the losses from fire 
and from removal of housekeepers, of the amount of which 
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there is no data to form an estimate. A new assessment will* 
be made in 1844, which will probably increase largely on the 
Second, Third, and a portion of the Fifth Wards. 

John Sessford. 
Washington, January 3, 1844. 

CITY OF WASHINGTON. 





Annual Exhibit 


of Buildings Erected in the < 


City in the 








Year 1844 — Assessments, &c. 






Ward. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total 


Shops. Additions. 




1 




18 


57 


75 


5 


5 




2 




25 


48 


73 


6 


13 




3 




35 


105 


140 


5 


4 




4 




8 


22 


30 


1 


1 




5 




5 


27 


32 


1 






6 






7 


7 




1 








"oT 


~266 


357 


~1S 


24 




Ward 




Estimated population. 


Running: feet of pavement laid. 






1 




5,568 






1,217 






2 




6,750 






3,063 






3 




11,367 






4,045 






4 




2,412 






964 






5 




1,774 






3,819 






6 




2,555 
30,426 






1,072 
15,080 


Assessment of 1839 and Additions 


ON 


Buildings 


and Personal 








Property 


Made in 1840, 1841, 


1842, AND 


1843. 


Wards. 




Lots. 


Buildings. 




Personal. 


Total. 


1 






$ 732,929 


$ 894,770 




$282,225 


$1,909,924 


2 






989,154 


1,186,655 




266,500 


2,442,309 


3 






1,735,959 


2,148,305 




395,500 


4,279,764 


4 






207,422 


323,325 




66,300 


597,407 


5 






171,482 


189,670 




28,625 


389,777 


6 






111,916 


237,450 




49,950 


399,396 








$3,948,942 


$4,980,175 




$1,089,100 


$10,018,217 
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Assessment in 1844. 




Wards. 


BuiidiDgs. 


Personal. 


1 


$ 890,250 


$241,400 


2 


1,164,950 


292,150 


3 


2,603,675 


484,900 


4 


423,975 


87,750 


5 


209,083 


41,550 


6 


296,825 


61,750 




$5,588,758 


$1,209,500 



In the First Ward several streets have been graded and 
gravelled. The Observatory on reservation No. 4 is now 
finished, and the instruments for observations, &c. placed in 
it; the site is an elevated one, about ninety feet above tide, 
having ample space around it, and a commencement made in 
enclosing and grading the grounds. The view is unobstructed, 
having the Potomac to the west and south. 

Second Ward. — A portion of Maryland avenue, New York 
avenue, 14th and 10th streets has been graded and gravelled ; 
a line of iron pipe has been laid along F, from 12th to 11th 
streets, and down 11th to E street; a new line of pipe from 
the spring-head on 13th street to connect the iron pipes near 
G street, as also from F street down 14th to Pennsylvania 
avenue, is much wanted. The new Episcopal Church on G 
street is finished, and a neat Gothic building for a Lutheran 
congregation is now erecting on the corner of north H and 
11th streets. 

Third Ward. — Great improvements have been made in 
grading gravelling, and regulating streets, avenues, and alleys. 
Three places of worship are now erecting, and are in a great 
state of forwardness, viz. an Episcopalian on north H, between 
9th and 10th streets; one for Methodists on Massachusetts 
avenue, between 9th and 10th streets; and another on the 
corner of south D and 10th streets west. New lines of iron 
pipe have been laid from the spring on C street to 6th, down 
6th to Pennsylvania avenue, along Pennsylvania avenue to 
7th, with two returns. The hotel (formerly Gadsby's) has 
undergone a thorough repair, and is kept by Mr. Coleman, late 
of New York; two four-story houses, with extensive back build- 
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ings have been fitted up for a hotel, occupied by Tyler and 
Birch, also on Pennsylvania avenue, between 3d and 4£ streets. 
There are also in progress large four-story additions to the 
buildings corner of Pennsylvania avenue and 3d street, west 
side, intended for a hotel, to be kept by Mr. Gadsby. The 
one-story buildings on the east side of 3d street, from Penn- 
sylvania avenue to B, have been pulled down, and large and 
commodious buildings, with extensive vaults around, have been 
erected by Mr. Jones, also intended for a tavern. The old 
jail, which was neatly fitted up for a Lunatic hospital, has 
been given up for a Medical hospital and infirmary, now. in 
operation, conducted by able professors, having a larger class 
of students than have ever been here ; the Faculty act under 
the charter of the Columbian College, which is also increasing 
its students. 

In the Fourth Ward but little has been done other than 
pavements. 

Fifth Ward. — South S street has been causewayed across 
James's creek, and some improvements made at the Arsenal. 

Sixth Ward. — The principal improvements have been the 
extension of pavements, the completion of the new Infirmary, 
and some improvements at the Navy Yard. In the Yard the 
St. Mary's has been built, launched, and sailed; an iron 
steamer now on the docks is nearly completed. 

The grades of several of the streets bordering on the river, 
as laid down on the books are entirely too steep ; now is the 
time to remedy it by extending the inclined plane so as to 
produce an easy draught, say not exceeding five inches rise in 
every ten feet. 

The following is the number of dwellings which have been 
erected for the ten years from 1820 to 1829, inclusive ; for the 
ten years from 1830 to 1839 inclusive ; and for the five years 
from 1840 to 1844, inclusive, viz: 

Buildings erected from 
the year— 

1820 to '29 

2830 to '39 

1840 to '44 



Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops. 


533 


500 


1,033 


121 


346 


547 


893 


173 


357 


1,011 


1,368 


98 
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Average.— Dwellings from 1820 to 1830 103 

" 1830 to 1840 89 

" 1840 to 1845 273 

John Sessfokd. 
January 1, 1845. 

Annual Statement of Improvements Made Within the 









Year 1845, etc. 






Wards. 


Brick. Wood 


Total. 


Shops. 


Additions. Dw # c {£ U8eS 


1 


16 


38 


54 


2 


3 


985 


2 


22 


40 


62 


3 


8 


1,187 


3 


61 105 


166 


12 


9 


2,092 


4 


2 


10 


12 


8 


1 


476 


5 


4 


24 


28 


2 


2 


360 


6 


6 


10 


16 


1 


1 


529 








"338 


"28 


^4 


5,638 


Wards. 


Population at 
6 to each house. 


Running ft. pave- 
ment laid in 1845. 




Assessment of 1844. 
Improvements. Personal. 


1 


5,910 




1,084 




$ 890,250 


$653,311 


2 


7,122 




1,317 




1,164,950 


292,150 


3 


12,552 




8,372 




2,603,675 


484,900 


4 


2,856 




— 




423,975 


87,750 


5 


2,160 




1,315 




289,083 


41,550 


6 


3,174 




1,483 




296,825 


61,750 




33,774 




13,571 




$5,588,758 


$1,209,500 


Wards. 


Assessment of 1844. 
Lots. Total. 




Addition in 1845. 
Improvements. Personal. 


1 


$ 653,311 




$1,784,961 




$ 69,925 


$10,300 


2 


1,121,867 




2,578,967 




76,750 


11,625 


3 


1,866,467 




4,955,042 




181,150 


25,625 


4 


290,976 




802,701 




16,777 


2,450 


5 


206,117 




456,750 




19,000 


2,350 


6 


98,239 




456,814 




7,220 


1,350 




$4,236,975 




$11,035,235 




$370,822 


$853,700 



First Ward. — Great improvements have been made in grad- 
ing and gravelling various streets. Another lime kiln has been 
built in addition to the three previously erected; the stone 
for which is obtained through the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
and the lime is of a superior quality, furnished to builders at 
one-half the price formerly charged when obtained from the 
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East, and giving employment to many hands. The Observa- 
tory is now well furnished with instruments for observations, 
with competent observers, the grounds enclosed, and in a state 
of preparation for laying them out in walks, &c, which will 
soon afford a delightful place for recreation, being on an 
eminence, and affording a splendid view of this city, George- 
town, Alexandria, and the District. Pennsylvania avenue, 
from the War Department on 17th street to Georgetown, has 
been regraded and gravelled, with paved side-gutters, out of 
an appropriation made by Congress. 

Second Ward. — In this ward several good improvements 
have been made in opening streets and paving flag-ways across 
the carriage-ways. A line of iron pipes (in lieu of the old 
wooden pipes) has been laid on Pennsylvania avenue from 
10th to 13th street, and crossing the avenue at three streets. 
Two other lines are authorized by law — f or one of which, from 
north K to H street, down 11th street, the pipes are on hand, 
ready to be laid in the spring. 

Third Ward. — From the extent and central position of this 
ward for business, greater and more important improvements 
have been made than any other in opening streets, sideways, 
&c. The market is abundantly supplied with meats and 
country produce, and excessively crowded with sellers and 
buyers. The buildings should, without delay, be enlarged by 
extending the wings to B street on such a plan as would be in 
unison with the improvements of market houses in other 
places — the additional stalls, &c. would more than meet the 
interest on the cost of the building. A new Presbyterian 
Church has been erected on 8th, between H and I streets, for 
tie congregation of which Mr. Tuston is the pastor. The Odd 
Fellows Society have erected on 7th street, between D and E 
streets, a lofty and extensive hall, three stories high : the lower 
story is divided into two stores, ninety feet deep ; the second 
story is for assemblies, &c, full depth, with side rooms de- 
tached; and the upper story for the use of the Society. 
Another very large hall has been erected by Messrs. Blair & 
Rives on Pennsylvania avenue, between 3d and ty streets, very 
lofty, with a granite front on the first story, and calculated 
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for two stores, one hundred feet deep each ; the second story is 
one room, (Jackson Hall,) and a third story. In the rear 
there is an extensive building for a printing office. Gadsby's 
Hotel, corner of 3d and Pennsylvania avenue, erected by Mr. 
Withers, as well as the one opposite erected by Mr. Jones, add 
much to the appearance of the neighborhood. 

In the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Wards, but little has been 
done in improving streets. The Infirmary at the extremity of 
the city is now occupied. A new Laboratory building has 
been erected in the Navy Yard, with two wings. Pennsyl- 
vania avenue, from east of the Capitol to the Navy Yard, &c, 
has been graded and gravelled through the Fourth and Sixth 
Wards by the United States. 

Pennsylvania avenue, east of 15th to 6th street, has been 
completed by pebble-paving, curbing, and gravelling — divid- 
ing the carriage way (which is 100 feet wide from curb to 
curb) into three parts — two pebble paved, and the centre 
deeply bedded with gravel in layers, and covered with shore- 
gravel. Sewers have been rebuilt across the avenue at 6th 
street, and between 9th and 10th and 15th streets. 

The Columbian College, beautifully situated on a command- 
ing height adjoining the city, which heretofore has been much 
embarrassed, but now free from debt, is rapidly rising into 
importance and usefulness, having, at the commencement of 
its present session, nearly doubled its number of students in 
the College proper, and obtained a large accession of pupils to 
the Preparatory School. The medical branch is in a flourish- 
ing state, holding its meetings in the building formerly known 
as the old jail, and which has been neatly fitted up for a 
hospital. 

Our neighbors of Georgetown have not been altogether idle ; 
as confidence is now restored that the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal will be completed, they have commenced improving. 
Two brick warehouses and seventeen dwellings have been 
erected within the year ; the drain passing through the squares 
above. Bridge street has been arched and filled over to a great 
extent, the accomplishing of which affords an opportunity 
for those owning lots having a surplus of earth to find a place 
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for its deposit, and at the same time making room for build- 
ings, many of which are contemplated to be put up in the 
spring. The extensive factory building is enclosed, and all its 
floors laid, and ready for machinery. This factory, when 
completed, will give employment to a large number of indi- 
viduals, drawing wealth to the place, and affording a home 
market for the agriculturist, &c, which is at all times the best 
market for the country. Adjoining Georgetown, on the 
grounds of the Catholic College, has been erected a very neat 
and well-situated Observatory, on a beautiful eminence — a 
great acquisition to the institution by whom it has been 
erected, as well as of general utility. 

John Sessford. 
January 1, 1846. 

Annual Statement op the Improvements in the City Within the 
Yeab 1846, and the Assessments, &c. 
Wards. Brick. Wood. Total. 



1 


8 


23 


31 


2 


20 


23 


43 


3 


11 


26 


37 


4 


26 


21 


47 


5 


12 


9 


21 


6 


3 


4 


7 


7 


6 


16 


22 



iops. 


Total dwelling. 


1 


972 


6 


1,055 


4 


810 


2 


1,089 


1 


732 




531 


2 


576 



86 122 208 16 5,765 

The number of running feet of pavement laid in 1846 is as 
follows: 1st Ward, 564; 2d, 1,310; 3d, 2,160; 4th, 1,884; 7th, 
396 feet; total, 6,314 feet. 

Genebal Assessment op 1844, and Addition of 1845. 
Ward*. Lot*. 

1 $ 653,311 

2 1,036,917 

3 730,280 

4 1,249,155 

5 428,870 

6 157,131 

7 451,314 



$4,707,978 



Improvements. 


Personal. 


$ 960,175 


$251,700 


1,027,117 


272,275 


622,650 


123,700 


1,503,060 


319,500 


649,393 


135,450 


291,863 


60,150 


389,500 


78,300 


$5,443,763 


$1,241,075 



Reprints \ 333 







Additions 


of 1846. 




ard. 


Improvements. 


Personal. 


Total. 


Tax at 75 cts. on 9100. 


1 


$ 62,850 


$ 6,250 


$1,934,286 


$14,507.17 


2 


85,200 


10,000 


2,431,509 


18,236.32 


3 


67,625 


3,950 


1,549,205 


11,619.03 


4 


121,850 


17,600 


3,211,165 


24,083.73 


5 


47,400 


3,400 


1,264,513 


9,483.85 


6 


17,550 


2,450 


529,149 


3,968.61 


7 


33,975 


2,500 


955,589 


7,166.92 




$436,450 


$46,150 


$11,875,416 


$89,065.63 



First Ward. — Some improvements have been made in grad- 
ing streets and laying flag crossings. A new Methodist 
Church has been erected on Twentieth street, between H street 
and Pennsylvania avenue. 

Second Ward. — But little has been done in improving 
streets other than various convenient flag crossing, filling up 
lots on which nuisances existed, &c. A line of iron pipes has 
been laid from K street to H street, on the east side of 
Eleventh street, with four outlets ; another line from the 
corner of E and Thirteen-and-a-half, down Thirteen-and-a- 
half to D, along D to Fourteenth, and down Fourteenth to 
Ohio avenue — both lines affording an abundant supply of pure 
spring water. A German Hall has been erected on Eleventh 
street, between F and G streets. A neat front has been 
erected to the F street Presbyterian Church. 

Third Ward. — A neat and very convenient brick Market 
house has been erected and occupied (called the North Market) 
on K street, between Seventh and Eighth streets, with brick 
pavement on the south front, and across the space west of it 
two lines of flagways has been laid, with broad gutters adjoin- 
ing. On the streets not much has been done. A large coach 
factory has been erected on the corner of Ninth street and 
Louisiana avenue. A large building for a Temperance Hall 
has also been erected on E street, between Ninth and Tenth 
streets. 

Fourth Ward. — On the streets but little has been done, other 
than laying of pavements, flagways, &c. across the streets. On 
Fifth street, between G and H streets, has been erected a Ger- 
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man Catholic Church; Washington Hall, four stories, corner 
of Pennsylvania avenue and Sixth street; a large four-story 
building on Second street and Pennsylvania avenue for a 
printing office. Improvements have been made on the Four- 
and-a-half street Presbyterian Chruch by a portico and 
steeple. 

Fifth Ward. — Little has been done. A Methodist Prot- 
estant Church was erected in the Sixth Ward in 1845. 

In the Seventh Ward, the new Methodist Church on south 
D and Tenth streets has been finished and occupied. 

Assessments. 

Assessment of Lots, Ac. Lots. Buildings. Personal. Total. 

Second Ward, east of 10th st. $ 9,675 $ 8,200 $ 100 $ 9,975 

Third " " " 7th st. 65,694 24,575 1,650 91,919 

Fourth " " " 3rd st. 91,248 65,500 13,350 173,098 

A new division of the wards, so as to run the lines north and 
south, is desirable, and would increase the means of the small 
wards. 

Considerable improvements have been made in Georgetown 
in improving the streets, erection of new buildings, &c. A 
large iron rolling factory is nearly completed, adjoining the 
aqueduct. Another building is erecting south of the cotton 
factory, it is expected, will be put in operation in two or three 
weeks. It is also in contemplation to put up two more flour 
mills, which are much wanted, as the increase of the trade on 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is now greatly and rapidly 
increasing, and there is now a fair prospect of its completion 
to Cumberland; which, when done, will cause a brisk trade 
on it, and no doubt in a few years equal any other canal in 
the country. The demand for the superior coal alone will 
give full employ for boats. Flour, grain, hay, wood, lime, 
&c. will be furnished in abundance for home consumption and 
exportation. The lands contiguous will increase in value, 
new villages, &c. spring up, and the facilities of transportation 
to the West be greatly promoted. 

John Sessford. 

January 4, 1847. 
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Wards, 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. Shops, Ac. Additions. 


Dwlffs. in city. 


1 


7 


13 


20 


1 3 


992 


2 


15 


11 


26 


2 4 


1,081 


3 


9 


18 


27 


— 2 


837 


4 


6 


11 


17 


2 — 


1,106 


5 


3 


8 


11 


— — 


743 


6 


— 


8 


8 


— — 


539 


7 


7 
"47 


12 


19 
~128 


1 — 
~6~ ~9~ 


595 




5,893 


Wards. 


Running ft. pave- 


Assessment of 1844, and additional of 1846-'47. 


ment laid in 1847. 


Lots. 


Improvements. 


Personal. 


1 


1,915 




$ 653,311 


$1,023,025 


$257,950 


2 


1,299 




1,036,917 


1,112,317 


262,275 


3 


— 




730,280 


690,275 


127,650 


4 


— 




1,249,155 


1,624,910 


337,100 


5 


718 




428,870 


696,793 


138,850 


6 


— 




157,131 


309,418 


62,200 


7 


3,840 




451,314 


423,475 


80,800 




"77772" 




$4,706,987 


$5,880,213 


$1,287,225 


Wards. 


Additional of 1847. 


Grand total 


Tax at 75c. 


Improvements. 


Pers. 


Total. 


of city. 


on $100. 


1 


$ 43,750 I 


$26,050 


$ 69,800 


$2,004,086 


$15,030.64 


2 


57,300 


20,200 


77,500 


2,509,009 


18,817.56 


3 


97,269 


13,650 


110,910 


1,659,115 


12,443.46 


4 


113,570 


24,625 


138,195 


3,349,360 


25,120.20 


5 


20,050 


7,025 


27,075 


1,291,591 


9,686.94 


6 


4,950 


1,875 


6,825 


535,574 


4,016.81 


7 


22,406 


7,750 


30,156 


985,745 


7,393.09 




$359,286 $101,175 


$460,461 


$12,334,480 


$92,508.60 



In the First "Ward some streets have been graded and 
gravelled, and flagging across certain streets laid. Consider- 
able improvements have been made at the Observatory, and 
the management of that institution is such as does credit to 
those engaged in making observations. A large building is in 
the course of erection by Mr. Winder, at the intersection of 
17th street west and north F, five stories high, fronting 209 
feet on F and 101 feet on 17th, embracing 130 rooms; the 
basement faced with marble, and the fronts to be plastered. 
It is to be occupied by public offices. The building is to be 
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fire proof, the floors supported by heavy iron girders, and the 
rooms heated by furnaces. 

Second Ward. — Twelfth street, south of Pennsylvania 
avenue, and Twelfth north of K to M, has been graded and 
gravelled. North H street has been improved between 
Eleventh and Thirteenth, by extending the sewer to the east 
side of Twelfth, and grading the street ; several flag crossings 
have been laid, and other improvements made. A large build- 
ing, five stories high, at the corner of F and 15th streets, hav- 
ing forty rooms, has been put up by Mr. Corcoran, intending 
to accomodate some of the offices attached to the Treasury. 
The old mansion formerly kept by Mr. Fuller has been greatly 
improved, and raised to four stories on Pennsylvania avenue 
and Fourteenth street, containing more than 150 rooms, and is 
now occupied by the Messrs. Willard. At the corner of Penn- 
sylvania avenue and Twelfth street a large hotel, five stories 
high, with 72 rooms, has been erected by Mr. Fuller, and is 
now occupied by him as a hotel ; it is a handsome structure, 
and a great improvement to that neighborhood. 

In the remaining Wards not much has been done beyond the 
ordinary repairs. The centre portion of Pennsylvania avenue, 
from First street to the west side of Eighth street, has been 
pebble paved, being a great improvement over the gravelling 
and curbing, which has been removed. Around the terrace of 
the Capitol gas-lights have been put up, and on the dome a 
lantern raised ninety feet high, also lighted with gas. South 
of the Capitol a fire-proof building has been put up for the 
use of the Coast Survey corps. An iron bridge has been 
thrown across the canal on Maryland avenue. 

On the Mall, in the Seventh Ward, on the ground set apart 
for the Smithsonian building, the east wing, commenced early 
in the summer, is nearly completed in its exterior and is 
much admired. The foundation for the west wing is also 
commenced. The stone is conveyed from the canal by a tem- 
porary railroad. 

The contemplated establishment of a Cotton FactQry, if 
carried into execution, would be of great benefit to the city. 

New improvements of a valuable nature have been made in 
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Georgetown. The Cotton Factory is in full operation, making 
cloth of a superior quality. Two additional Flour Mills and 
a Bark Mill have been erected. The certainty of a speedy 
completion of the Canal to Cumberland affords a sufficient 
stimulus for its citizens to be prepared for the increased trade 
which must take place. The continual filling of the basin with 
sand by the emptying of Eock Creek would necessarily show 
the propriety of carrying the canal over the creek by an 
aqueduct on a level with the two lower locks, and locking down 
on the city side beyond the effects of the freshets, continuing 
a narrow canal to the tide-lock and along the city shore to 
the Tiber, as now. 

John Sessford. 
January 3, 1848. 



Annual Exhibit op Buildings Erected in the City Within the 
Yeah 1848, Additional Assessments, &c. 



Wardi. 


Brick. 


Wood. Total. 


Rebuilt <& a hnTM , *„ Total dwelgs. 
additions. Sn °P»»& c - in city. 


1 


7 


12 


19 


1 2 


1,073 


2 


17 


12 


29 


17 3 


1,087 


3 


10 


7 


17 


5 1 


880 


4 


10 


9 


19 


4 3 


1,089 


5 


1 


6 


7 


— — 


659 


6 


— 


10 


10 


2 1 


539 


7 


7 
62" 


28 
~84 


35 
136 


— 1 
29" IT 


595 




5,922 


Wards. 


Estimated 


Brick foot- 


Additional assessment, 1848. 




population. 


laid 1848. 




Improvements. Personal. 


Total. 


1 


6,438 


— 




$ 42,275 $ 6,550 


$ 48,825 


2 


6,533 


1,864 




110,950 30,250 


141,200 


3 


5,280 


514 




58,075 6,350 


64,425 


4 


6,534 


3,538 




79,300 14,300 


93,600 


5 


3,954 


1,211 




16,850 4,050 


20,900 


6 


3,234 


— 




12,650 250 


12,900 


7 


3,570 


— 




22,650 1,950 


24,600 



35,532 



$342,750 $63,700 $406,450 
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Wards. Total of City property. 

1 .. $2,052,911 

2 2,650,209 

3 1,723,540 

4 3,442,960 

5 1,312,488 

6 548,474 

7 1,010,343 

$12,740,927 
Population op the City. 

Years. Whites. 81aveg . «£•*• Total . Total. 

1800 2,464 623 123 746 3,210 

1803 3,412 717 223 940 4,352 

1807 4,198 994 500 1,494 5,692 

1810 6,292 1,436 892 2,328 8,620 

1820 9,606 1,945 1,696 3,641 13,247 

1830 13,379 2,319 3,139 5,458 18,835 

1840 16,843 1,713 4,808 6,521 23,364 

First Ward. — Several streets have been graded and 
gravelled; the most costly and extensive is that of K street, 
from 15th to 19th, the width of the carriage way being 107 
feet. The grounds around the Observatory are'in a course of 
improvement, by laying out walks and planting of trees. The 
ground on which this "lighthouse in the skies" stands is over 
90 feet above high tide, having an open and extensive prospect 
in every direction ; the ground embraces an extent of 19 acres 
1 rood 3 perches, or 839,074 square feet. Immediately west is 
Mr. Basby's ship yard, at which have been built many fine 
vessels. The extensive building erected last year by Mr. 
Winder has been finished, and is now occupied by various 
public offices. The improvements around the President's 
House have been commenced by paving the carriage-way on 
the north front, and erecting a new iron railing of far too 
light materials, placed on a perishable wood coping. On the 
south front much has been done in grading and terracing the 
ground, preparatory to enclosing the whole extent from 15th 
to 17th street down to the canal. A neat building ought to 
be erected for the gardener, in place of the present unsightly 
wooden one, which is stuck down almost in a swamp. 
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Second Ward. — Considerable improvements have been made 
by the grading of streets and extending footways. Iron pipes 
have been substituted for the old wooden ones, from the Spring 
on 13th, above I, down 13th to near G street. Early in the 
spring the grading of K, from 10th to 12th, I from 14th to 
13th, 13th and culvert from I to New York avenue, with others 
in their turn, will be commenced. It is hoped that provision 
will be made for extending the improvement of K westward, 
and opening 10th from K to N street north. The Hotel 
erected by the late Mr. Fuller, which was closed for a time, is 
now reopened by Mr. Thomas, under the name of the Irving 
House. 

Third Ward. — Some improvements have been made in the 
grading and gravelling streets. The Gas Works are in course 
of erection. 

Fourth Ward. — Some street improvements; several four- 
story buildings, as warehouses, having granite fronts on the 
first story, have taken the place of old ones ; also, large addi- 
tions to the Bank of Washington, in which is kept the Fire- 
men's Insurance and Savings Institution offices. 

Fifth Ward. — A new line of iron pipes has been laid in lieu 
of the wooden ones from the spring, corner of 3rd street and 
Indiana avenue, to 2nd street, and on B from 2nd to 3rd 
street. The opening of Indiana avenue, provided for by Con- 
gress, has been begun by building a culvert 11 feet in diameter, 
and grading over it from 3d to 2d street ; the earth for filling 
taken from 2d, north of D street ; the work will be resumed in 
the spring by extending the culvert to 1st street. It is con- 
templated to construct a culvert across Indiana avenue in a 
line with the Tiber, diagonally from south-west corner of 
square 631 to near the north-west corner of square 574; the 
height of the Eailroad bridge is believed to be a little over the 
recorded grade, which is 12 feet 5 inches above tide. The 
ground around the old Botanic garden has been enclosed and 
other wise improved, by levelling and embarking the Tiber 
south of Pennsylvania avenue. 

Sixth Ward. — Little has been done on streets, &c. In the 
Navy Yard an extensive foundry for casting cannon, shells, 
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&c. is in full operation. The purchase of the Bridges and 
making them free, is of great importance to the eastern section, 
as well as the city at large ; they are now under the control of 
Congress. The dredging and deepening of the mouth of the 
Anacostia would be of great advantage, and could be effected 
at a small cost compared with the benefits to be derived. 

Seventh Ward. — This ward is improving in buildings. The 
Foundry is doing a good business, turning out beautiful cast- 
ings. The grading of 4£ street south of Maryland avenue, 
to the Penitentiary, has been carried on with spirit, and, when 
completed in the spring, will be of great importance to that 
section; on the west side flag crossings have been laid and 
gutter drains. 

The appropriation by the Council of $20,000 for the deepen- 
ing of the Canal and repairing the walls will be of great 
importance, and facilitate the entrance of vessels to receive 
the coal from Cumberland. 

Great progress has been made in the erection of the Smith- 
sonian Building, which will be a great ornament to the city. 

The foundation of the Washington Monument has been car- 
ried up to within three feet of the bottom of the shaft, eighty 
feet square at base, and seventeen feet above the ground. 

John Sessford. 

January 1, 1849. 

Exhibit of Buildings Erected in the City in the Year 1849. 



War< 


la. Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops. 


Additions. 


Dwelgs. in 
city Dec. 81. 


Estimated 
population, 


1 


4 


21 


25 


— 


2 


1,090 


6,540 


2 


22 


14 


36 


3 


3 


1,126 


6,756 


3 


22 


18 


40 


2 


4 


923 


5,538 


4 


13 


12 


25 


1 


— 


1,114 


6,684 


5 


7 


6 


13 


— 


2 


655 


3,930 


6 


— 


12 


12 


2 


1 


666 


3,996 


7 


6 


27 


33 


1 


5 


748 


4,488 



74 110 184 9 17 6,322 37,932 

City Improvements, &c. During 1849. 
First Ward. — Considerable improvements have been made 
in opening and grading streets. The abutments for a new 
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iron bridge over Rock creek have been erected. The several 
lime kilns have been in full operation during the year. The 
paving of the road north of the President's House and 15th 
street, in front of the Department of State and Treasury- 
building, is completed. The grading south of the President's 
house has been continued, and the grounds enclosed. Many- 
vessels of from 80 to 125 tons, bringing anthracite coal, &c, 
have unloaded at 17th street wharf, near the locks. 

Second Ward. — Very considerable and important improve- 
ments have been made in opening and grading streets. 13th 
street from New York avenue to I street has been graded, and 
the culvert extended; 10th from K to N streets, Vermont 
avenue from I to M, and Ohio avenue from 12th to 15th partly 
opened ; about 400 running feet of brick, and 1,100 stone flag- 
ways laid; also some paving of alleys. The Foundry Meth- 
odist church has been enlarged and beautifully improved in 
the interior; a large and handsome four-story brick Roman 
Catholic Orphan Asylum has been erected in lieu of the old 
one pulled down; a portion of the canal within the ward 
deepened and arch-drains and cesspools made ; the abutments 
for an iron bridge at 12th street partly up. 

Third Ward. — Various improvements in opening, grading, 
and gravelling streets, and paving alleys, and laying of brick 
and flag footways; the Patent Office Building extended on 
7th street, of marble and solid brick work, and now elevated 
to the level of the principal floor. 

Fourth Ward. — Several new streets opened, particularly 
New York avenue, from 7th to North Capitol street, and North 
H from Massachusetts avenue to the turnpike gate ; the City 
Hall, which has stood so long in a rough state, is now nearly 
completed on its south front, according to its original design, 
and has a grand appearance ; an extension of the two wings is 
much wanted for city and United States purposes. 

Fifth Ward. — Some improvement on streets and footways 
has been made, and the public spaces enclosed. 

Sixth Ward. — Footways have been laid on the east front 
of squares 845, 846, 847, and half of 877, about 1,500 running 
feet, and some minor improvements; much has been done in 
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the navy yard, a foundry, &c. The vessels built in this yard 
(according to the statement of the late Commodore Patterson) 
have cost less and run longer without requiring repairs, than 
those built at any other yard, which was verified by a report 
of the Navy Commissioners in February, 1841. 

Seventh Ward. — Some improvements have been made; 4£ 
street has been gravelled from Maryland avenue to the peni- 
tentiary ; the Smithsonian building carried up and covered in, 
and much of the interior nearly finished and fitted for use; 
the towers will be carried on in 1850, when the whole will 
make an imposing appearance; the Washington Monument 
has been carried up 35 feet of marble work above the base, 
making the whole height 52 feet above ground, and will doubt- 
less progress rapidly in future, as the materials will be hoisted 
by the steam engine now put in operation. 

N. B. — A notice of the assessments, &c, will form another 
article. 

John Sessford. 

January 1, 1850. 



Exhibit of Buildings &c. Erected Within the Yeab 1850. 

Banning Assessment of 

Wards. Brick. Wood. Total. Additions. Shops, ft. pave- real & personal 

ment laid. property. 

1 8 17 25 4 2 1,809 $2,024,777 

2 44 23 67 9 15 1,172 2,488,259 

3 16 23 39 2 3 611 2,100,609 

4 40 18 58 2 — 1,117 3,651,805 

5 2 8 10 2 1 — 1,169,339 

6 — 5 5 1 — 1,751 515,878 

7 7 82 89 5 8 308 930,619 

117 176 293 "25 24" 6,768 $12,881,286 

Running ft. of brick pavement laid in the 

city to December 31 225,217 Stocks tax 

Running ft. stone flags, crossings, &c, $801,453 

— over — 20,000 
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Wardi Tax on, at 76c. Transferred to Applicable for ward 

a 9100. general fund. purposes. 

1 $15,185.82 $11,682.13 $3,503.69 

2 18,661.94 14,999.67 3,662.27 

3 15,754.56 10,335.37 5,419.19 

4 27,388.54 19,656.98 7,731.56 

5 8,770.04 7,407.01 1,363.03 

6 3,869.09 3,159.97 709.12 

7 6,979.64 5,948.99 1,025.65 

$96,609.63 $73,185.12 $23,424.51 



Census of 1850. 



Houses 



Wards. White. Freecol'd. Slaves. Total. ySSS. Families. 

1 3,487 1,757 237 5,481 940 992 

2 5,017 1,540 354 6,911 — — 

3 4,870 850 282 6,002 982 982 

4 6,969 1,287 556 8,812 1,216 1,267 

5 2,741 1,142 259 4,142 716 769 

6 3,402 151 168 3,721 645 661 

7 3,513 1,236 254 5,003 759 862 

29,999 7,963 2,110 40,072 

Years. White. Freecol'd. Slaves. Total. 

1800 2,644 123 623 3,390 

1810 6,292 892 1,436 8,620 

1820 9,606 1,826 1,945 13,377 

1830 13,379 3,135 2,319 18,833 

1840 16,843 4,808 1,713 23,364 

1850 29,999 7,963 2,110 40,072 

Funded Debt. 

Funded debt July 1, 1849, at 5 per cent $ 91,520 

at 6 " 697,110 



788,630 
Redeemed of 5 and 6 per cent 12,160 

$776,470 
Sinking Fund. 

Balance June 30, 1849 $15,293.39 

Drawn from the general fund 58,000.00 

$73,293.39 

Expended. — Redemption of funded debt $11,840.00 

Interest on funded debt 45,311.12 

Balance June 30, 1850 16,142.27 

$73,293.39 
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School Fund. 

From interest on stocks $3,032.40 

From general fund, deficiency July 2, 1849 2,199.32 

School tax 3,220.00 

Balance July 1, 1850 5,256.74 

$13,708.46 

Expended.— Balance $2,199.32 

Teachers, assistants, and secretary 8,722.48 

Purchase of ground and repairs 325.00 

Additional rents and contingencies 2,461.66 

$13,708.46 

Inspection. — Flour, barrels 2,500 

Salt fish, barrels 450 

Soft coal, bushels 74,750 

Hay, tons 1,010 

Lumber, feet 3,714,230 

Wood, cords 36,007 

Revenue from markets $7,376.77 

Great and important improvements have been made charge- 
able to the general fund. Iron bridges have been thrown over 
Rock creek, connecting the city with Georgetown, and also 
over the canal at Twelfth and Seventh streets, which are all 
neat and substantial, and which do credit to the skill of Mr. 
Rider of this city. Progress has been made on the canal, it 
having been deepened to the original depth from Fifteenth 
street west to Third street west, the walls renewed and re- 
paired where necessary, and culverts and cesspools built at 
intervals to receive the sediment from the streets, and the con- 
tents stopped from filling the canal. A commencement has 
been made to deepen the canal from Third street to Virginia 
avenue, 3,800 feet. Considerable change has been made in the 
form and size of the basin east of Seventh street, the basin 
between Tenth and Twelfth street filled up, and the span of 
the bridges lessened by projecting the abutments. The 
wooden bridge still remains at Fourteenth street, where it will 
be absolutely necessary to have a draw to admit vessels of 
seven and a half feet draught to Twelfth street, and thus 
supersede the necessity of scowing lumber from the vessels to 
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the lumber yard. A great mistake has been made by excavat- 
ing the centre section, instead of deepening from the mouth 
of the Tiber first, so as to make each section profitable as the 
work progressed. Had that been done, any vessel bringing 
coal through the Chesapeake and Ohio canal could unload 
from Seventeenth to Twelfth street. As it now is, no deep 
draught vessels can come up to the wharves. Attention 
should have been had to also improve the eastern terminus. 

The City Hall is now finished on its south half, according 
to the original design, and shows a beautiful front, which is 
much admired. The extension of the east and west fronts, 
agreeably to the plan, would afford ample room for city uses ; 
to the west and on the east, rooms could be made for the 
Criminal Court or other offices, separating the court end from 
the city offices; and I am informed that $15,000 would be 
sufficient for the west wing, and the east wing, from the 
nature of the ground, would require somewhat more. The 
rotundo portion need not be touched for some time. 

The attention of the Councils to the promotion of educa- 
tion has been great and commendable, and the provision made 
by them gives great satisfaction to the public. Better and 
more airy buildings are required as schools, for which efforts 
are now being made. 

The appropriations made by Congress for enclosures, cul- 
verts, paving, &c, on Capitol square, and re-grading New 
Jersey avenue to south C street, and for levelling the grounds 
of the mall, &c, have been carried on with much spirit and 
judgement by the Commissioner, and on the opening of the 
season the work will be recommenced. 

The streets east of the City Hall, connecting with the new 
railroad depot, have rapidly progressed, and a substantial 
brick arch has been thrown over the Tiber at Indiana avenue. 
The depot will probably be removed from the Pennsylvania 
avenue in a few months, its present terminus being a great 
annoyance to the neighborhood, and its removal will no doubt 
enhance the value of avenue property. 

Considerable improvements have been made at the Arsenal 
for various purposes, and the manufacture of gun-carriages 
and many articles necessary for army purposes carried on. 
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A new foundry at the Navy Yard is now in full operation, 
where are made brass cannon, shells, shot, and machines neces- 
sary for the various shops in the yard and for the public 
vessels. Numerous shops for anchors, cables, tanks, &c. are 
also in full operation ; indeed, almost every article required for 
the navy are manufactured of the best kind. 

The Washington Monument is now up to eighty feet above 
the surface, thirty-eight feet of which have been put up in the 
year, at a cost of near $900 a foot. From its position, it can 
now be seen at a considerable distance. There have already 
been placed in it a number of stones from States and socie- 
ties, and others are on hand ready to be placed in the walls 
as the work progresses. 

Within the year the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal has been 
opened from this to Cumberland, near the coal region, a large 
quantity of which has found a market in this District and 
Alexandria ; and, from the demand for it for steamboats, &c, 
no doubt immense quantities will be brought down for ship- 
ment, as well as lime, cement, flour, with many other articles. 
Connected with this canal is the making of a slackwater navi- 
gation for Goose creek and Little river, as also the improve- 
ment of the Shenandoah. When these and other minor 
streams are opened, no doubt is entertained but the trade on 
the canal will be equal to the capacity of the lockage. 

The general improvement of the city has been great. In 
the First Ward various streets and pavements have been made. 

In the Second Ward some important streets have been 
opened at a great expense, and pavements laid. After con- 
siderable difficulty, an abundant supply of water has been 
obtained to furnish all the south portion of the ward, done by 
the substitution of a new hydrant, which prevents its waste, 
and an overflow on F street, near 15th, 12th, and 14th streets, 
south of the avenue. A new line of pipes has been laid from 
F down 14th to E street, and to the middle of square 226, on 
Pennsylvania avenue. The Foundry church has been en- 
larged and beautified. 

In the Third Ward some good improvements have been made 
in opening and grading streets. 
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In the Fourth Ward, H street has been opened to the turn- 
pike gate from Massachusetts avenue, making a new inlet into 
the city. Considerable other work has been done. 

In the Fifth Ward a new line of pipes for conveying water 
has been laid from B street, down Second street, to Pennsyl- 
vania avenue, and on the north side of the avenue to First 
street. A large and handsome building is nearly finished for 
the congregation of Trinity church, at the corner of Third 
and C streets. 

In the Sixth Ward footways and flagging have been made 
and two streets graded. 

In the Seventh Ward much has been done in building, and 
the footways on Maryland avenue and Four-and-a-half and 
Seventh streets taken up and relaid at a lower grade, and 
Maryland avenue graded and gravelled from Seventh to Third 
street. A new brick church has been erected for a colored 
congregation. 

Improvements in the country around have been made to a 
considerable extent. 

In Georgetown the spirit of improvement has commenced, 
and within the year a splendid church for the Catholic con- 
gregation and a large and neat Methodist church have been 
erected, and also a large town hall, as well as a number of 
private buildings. The cotton factory, flour mills, bakery, &c. 
are in full operation. The facilities for manufacturing estab- 
lishments, which are great, have been too much neglected. 
The opening of a street of not less than forty feet, on the 
south side of the canal, from the aqueduct to Rock creek, 
should engage the immediate attention of the town, by which 
improvement a line of business warehouses could be built to 
receive the produce brought down the canal. 

Alexandria, although not now a part of the District, is 
rapidly improving, business reviving, and new buildings and 
wharves for the coal trade erected. 

John Sesspord. 

January 14, 1851. 
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Months. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



Deaths in 1849 and 1850. 

White. Colored. 



849. 


1860. 


60 


24 


39 


23 


53 


29 


49 


22 
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16 


39 


26 


79 


44 


73 


32 


56 


26 


37 


12 
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23 


30 


23 



1849. 
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27 
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43 


18 


47 


29 


35 


23 


23 


23 


37 


31 


82 


52 


82 


30 


47 


22 


36 


16 


43 


20 


— 


— 
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Exhibit of Buildings, &c, Erected Within the Year 1851. 



Wards. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops. 


Additions. 


itunmng 
brick paveo 


1 


17 


38 


55 


3 


6 


3,010 


2 


33 


27 


60 


11 


10 


4,492 


3 


29 


21 


78 


4 


12 


3,170 


4 


26 


70 


96 


2 


9 


2,139 


5 


11 


19 


30 


2 


4 


1,657 


6 


6 


29 


35 


2 


2 


565 


7 


20 


79 


99 


4 


1 


2,626 




142 


311 


453 


28~ 


"44 


17,659 



The improvements chargeable to the general fund have 
been of an important character. The excavation and walling 
of the Canal to the Anacostia branch of the Potomac is nearly- 
completed, and the dredging of the western section, between 
Fifteenth and Seventeenth streets commenced. When this 
portion is done; vessels bringing coal through the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal can pass up as far as the bridges will 
admit; also, lumber vessels of a draught of seven feet can 
pass up and unload on the line of wharves, superseding the 
necessity of scowing from the vessels at the mouth of the 
Tiber, as is now done. An iron bridge has been put over the 
canal, at 4£ street, the workmanship of which was done by- 
Mr. Eider. The North Market-house has been extended to 
8th street west, affording more room for the increasing busi- 
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ness doing in it. The crowding attendance at the Centre 
Market indicates strongly the necessity of extending the wings 
on 7th and 9th streets south to B street, and the building 
should be of a substantial and ornamental kind, and so con- 
structed as to admit of its being extended all around, of a 
uniform plan ; that portion for the sale of fish should be built 
on the line of B street, the present one removed, leaving the 
hollow square clear of all incumbrances, for the accommoda- 
tion of the venders of marketing. Several other improve- 
ments have been made chargeable to the general fund. The 
expenditure for school education has been great, the number 
of schools increased, and the progress of the scholars in learn- 
ing gives general satisfaction. Additional and better con- 
structed buildings are much required for their accommoda- 
tion. 

The removal of the Railroad depot to its new site on C 
street and Jersey avenue (the buildings for which are com- 
modious) has produced a great change in its immediate neigh- 
borhood, in the grading of streets and the building of an 
arch .bridge across the Tiber at D street and Jersey avenue. 

The most important improvement for the interest of the 
city is the commencement of the enlargement of the Capitol, 
the exterior foundation walls of which have been built in a 
most substantial manner. Each wing is 238 feet by 129, and 
44 feet from the present building, to be united to it by 
colonnades carried up to the full height, making the whole 
front, from north to south, about 700 feet. The interior of 
the present building has been improved in many ways; the 
introduction of gas into the Rotundo, &c. has a fine effect when 
lighted up. Much has been done in grading streets and 
squares adjoining. Great progress has also been made in 
grading the Mall, and laying off the grounds by walks and 
planting of shrubbery. On Reservation No. 1, south of the 
President's House, a great amount of work has been done in 
grading, draining, and excavating for a pond; also north 
(Lafayette Square) the ground has been laid off into walks; 
square 349 has been filled and artificial mounds formed, pre- 
paratory to planting; 17th street, adjoining the War and 
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Navy of&ces, has been re-graded, paved, and the culvert ex- 
tended from New York avenue to B street. 

At the Navy Yard the most important improvement has 
been the erection of a building 200 feet long by 60, having a 
chimney about 140 feet high, in which is machinery for rolling 
copper, &c. ; and it is in contemplation to purchase and fill 
up the swampy ground west of the yard. The work done in 
this yard is in high repute, as is that done in the various work- 
shops at the Arsenal. 

The east wing of the Patent Office, on 7th street, has been 
raised to its height and roofed; the portice will be commenced 
in the spring, and, when finished, the whole building will 
present an imposing appearance. The centre, of freestone, 
has been painted to correspond with the marble portion. 

Around the public offices cast-iron railing has been placed, 
the workmanship done by Mr. Sneider, founder, in the First 
Ward; the Treasury building painted white — the building 
itself is not finished. An appropriation to erect the south 
wing is much wanted, as more room is required for the trans- 
action of the public business, and to render the records more 
safe than some of them now are in rented houses. 

Progress is still making in the erection of the Washington 
Monument, its elevation being now 104 feet above ground. A 
more general and liberal subscription towards it is much 
needed. 

Very extensive new Gas Works have been erected on square 
C, near the Canal, and very large pipes laid from them up 
4£ street to Pennsylvania avenue, and along the avenue 
towards the Capitol and President's House, with branches; 
the laying of pipes is still going on. 

In the First Ward various streets have been much im- 
proved ; a new and commodious brick Church has been erected 
by colored people of the Methodist denomination ; various sub- 
stantial buildings erected, the most prominent of which is Mr. 
Riggs's. There is a vast quantity of lime burnt at the five 
different establishments, employing many hands, and for 
which there is a ready sale. A reservoir has been built at 
16th and H streets. 
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Second Ward. — Water has been conveyed in iron pipes 
from F up 14th to G, and half way to 15th, down 13th from 
north side of F to E, and a new Reservoir at F and 13th. 
Many substantial buildings, a lofty steeple and portico to St. 
Matthew's Roman Catholic Church on H and 15th streets; 
the old Theatre refitted and the open space in front graded 
and prepared for enclosing by an iron railing on a granite 
base. The foundry of McKinstry enlarged, and fully em- 
ployed at which are made first rate steam engines, &c. ; adjoin- 
ing which are carried on sawing, planing, sash and door frame 
work. Thompson's Gas Fitting and Plumbing, Skirving's ex- 
tensive Stove and Tin establishment on Pennsylvania avenue 
and 11th street, adjoining which is Sneider's factory for ma- 
chinery and Bell castings; Woodward's iron, tin, and hard- 
ware store much enlarged; A. Nailor's extensive new building 
on E street, south of Pennsylvania avenue, is now occupied by 
a printing office, coach manufactory, &c. The grading of 
streets very considerable. 

Third Ward. — In this Ward much has been done in open- 
ing and improving streets and substantial buildings. At the 
corner of 7th street and Market space, Miss Dermott's two 
three-story houses have been pulled down, and five-story build- 
ings erected in lieu of them ; adjoining them, two frames have 
been taken down and replaced by two of three stories, by Mr. 
Fowler; north of Mr. Fowler an iron front has been put up 
by Mr. Coyle; Latham's Banking House raised to four stories. 
An iron front has been put up to Mr. Shank's large building. 

Fourth Ward. — Great improvements have been made 
throughout in grading, paving, and opening streets, remodel- 
ling the fronts of buildings for utility and show ; but the most 
imposing and important are the rebuilding of the entire front 
of Brown's hotel, and Todd's adjoining, five stories high, with 
white marble front, surmounted by a balustrade, with a hand- 
some colonnade entrance from the street; the whole premises 
arranged and furnished in the most costly style; the whole 
front 200 feet, connected with the rear portion of the hotel on 
C street, of much greater length. Further and extensive 
additions have been made to the National Hotel of Mr. Cal- 
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vert, by raising the front on 6th and C streets to range with 
the avenue front, adding largely in rooms; and to guard 
against injury from fire reservoirs are provided on the top, 
having plugs and hose fixtures. The ground floors of both 
hotels are beautifully fitted up and occupied as stores. 
Trinity Church completed and occupied. 

Fifth Ward. — Some good improvements have been made in 
grading streets, relaying footways to a lower grade, planting 
of trees on New Jersey avenue, levelling and enclosing 
grounds on reservation No. 17. At the termination of the 
Canal there is abundant room for the reception and shipment 
of coal from Cumberland, and preparations for this purpose 
should be made without delay. 

Sixth Ward. — A new impetus has been given to improve- 
ments throughout, and many have been made; the most im- 
portant is the grading of 11th street from Pennsylvania 
avenue to the bridge, which has long been wanted. Now the 
street being made, it ought to stimulate the owners of property 
adjoining to curb and pave from Virginia avenue to the 
bridge, thereby increasing the value of property contiguous 
to a great extent beyond the cost. 

Seventh Ward. — The spirit of improvement in this Ward is 
still kept up, as is shown by the number of dwellings erected 
within the year, and the opening of streets. Eleventh, from 
Maryland avenue to Water street, has been regraded, by 
cutting down the surplus earth, deposited and levelled on ad- 
joining streets, and also filling behind the river wall on Water, 
from Eleventh to Thirteenth street. A beautiful new hall, 
nearly ready for the roof, has been erected on 6th street and 
Virginia avenue; a new building for a church on 4£ street; 
a blind, sash and frame factory on 7th, near F street, put up 
and in operation ; the wharf at 7th and M streets enlarged by 
Mr. Page, who has also built and launched three steamboats 
from it with success ; this, with his factory, steam, and wind- 
mill, has done much for this portion of the Ward. Mr. 
Lambell's inclined plane building and repairing yard meets 
with good encouragement. The arrival and departure of 
steamboats to Alexandria, Aquia creek, Baltimore, Norfolk, 
and Eichmond are regular, and of other vessels numerous. 



Reprints. 353 

Outside the city the improvements keep pace with the de- 
mand. Cultivation of the land is more attended to, as is 
shown by the productions brought to market, which is as well 
supplied with good articles, and as cheap as can be found in 
any of those of the seaboard cities. Georgetown is stirring 
with business, and with a little more enterprise would soon 
rise into importance, having river and canal facilities for the 
reception and transport of produce from a vast extent of 
country. The new Cemetery adjoining Georgetown, laid out 
by Capt. De la Roche, occupying fifteen acres, is much ad- 
mired for its rural appearance and well-arranged plan on the 
bank of Rock creek. 

Our neighbors in Alexandria have woke up, as is shown by 
their new buildings, factories, &c, depots for coal at the 
extensive wharves at the mouth of the canal, from which 
Cumberland coal is shipped, and the trade in which will 
rapidly increase. Their railroad has already been opened for 
travel thirty-two miles, leading to Gordonville, towards 
Manasses Gap, and intended to connect the Winchester road 
at Paddytown. Engines for the road are made in Alexandria, 
at the factory of the Smiths. The slackwater navigation of 
Goose creek has in part been completed by Mr. Roach, the 
contractor, and produce brought down it to Alexandria. By 
this route a vast amount of produce will be brought to the 
District cities. 

John Sessford. 

December 31, 1851. 



Report of 


Interments 


FROM 


July 1, 1850, to June 30, 


1851, 




Inclusive, 


BY 


the Board of Health. 




July 
August 
September 
October 


White. 
84 

82 

47 

26 






Colored. Unknown. 
41 12 

25 5 

20 2 

15 1 


Total. 
136 

112 

69 

52 


November 


43 






18 2 


63 


December 


27 






15 5 


47 


January 

February 

March 


43 

47 
53 






21 1 
20 2 
26 3 


65 
69 

82 



23 



354 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 



April 


47 


22 


2 


72 


May 


48 


21 


2 


71 


June 


55 


20 


1 


76 



611 



264 



39 



914 



January 1, 1852. 



Exhibit op the Number op Dwellings, &c., Erected Within 



the Year 1852. 



Total Dec. 31, 1848 
Erected in 1849 
Do. 1850 

Do. 1851 



Total no. 
Dwellings. 

6,150 
184 
292 
453 

7,079 



Shops, &c. 

390 

9 

25 

28 

452 



Public. 

89 
17 
24 
44 

174 



Running 

ft pavement 

laid. 

176,196 

6,322 

6,768 

17,657 



206,945 



1862. 

1st Ward 
2d 
3d 

4th " 

5th " 

6th " 

7th " 



Brick. Wood. Total. Shops. Put* 

1 



20 

74 
40 
62 
11 
6 
28 



46 
40 
53 
94 
35 
28 
95 



66 
114 

93 
156 

46 

34 
123 



241 391 632 



19 



Banning 
ft. brick pave- 
ment laid. 

3,185 

2,707 

3,102 

1,659 

2,879 

2,702 
16,234 



Estimated 
population 
Dec. 31, '52. 

7,303 

9,673 

6,792 

10,323 

4,287 
4,292 
6,669 



49,339 



The deepening and walling of the Canal from 15th street to 
the Anacostia has been completed, and several cespools made 
along its margin for the reception of the sediment from the 
drains. The excavations west of 15th street, by dredging, are 
still unfinished, and vessels which can get to 17th street cannot 
get from thence to the deep water at 15th street, thus con- 
tinuing the necessity of unloading at 17th street, or of scqw- 
ing up to the business portion of the city. The work on the 
Canal should have been begun from the two extremes in sec- 
tions, and, on the completion of each section, the vessels been 
admitted bringing in wood, coal, lumber, &c, and thus afford- 
ing an immediate revenue from the wharfage. The Canal 
itself ought to have been kept free for vessels to pass up 
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through draws in the bridges at 14th, 12th and 10th streets, 
to the Centre Market. Had this been done, a lively and ac- 
tive business would have been created, and the revenue from 
rentals more than trebled, to the great relief of the General 
and Ward funds; but instead of this, a narrow, contracted 
policy has been pursued, to the great injury of the centre 
portion of the city, by depriving the inhabitants of the free 
use of the natural highway, and confining the business to 
boats alone. 

The importance of rebuilding the Potomac Bridge is again 
urged ; for no better site can be selected for the interest of the 
city and the adjoining country in Virginia, reuniting as it 
would the turnpikes leading to it from Alexandria and the 
Little River turnpike. At its present site, the bridge can be 
rebuilt at a much less cost than at any other, and the evils 
from freshets prevented by making the openings wide enough 
to pass all drift wood without hindrance; this alone would 
prevent the backing of water on the wharves of Georgetown 
and the central portion of the city, and would leave ample 
water in the channel of 575 feet on the city side, and 942 feet 
on the Virginia side, leaving the centre causeway of 1,000 feet 
permanent, as well as those connecting the two shores. The 
bridge might be increased somewhat in height and breadth, so 
as to afford convenience for a railroad over it into the city at 
14th street, and continued around the squares facing the river 
and the Monument Square, to 15th street, on the Canal; and 
on the south side of the Canal, eastward, to some convenient 
point near Maryland avenue and 3d street. 

The extension of the North Market has produced a bene- 
ficial effect, and increased attendance. The extension of the 
Centre Market on 7th and 9th streets to B street is much 
wanted; the increased income from which would, no doubt, 
pay double interest on the outlay, and over which might be 
rooms for many public purposes. 

In the First Ward, K street has been graded from 20th 
street to Pennsylvania avenue ; earth removed from H street ; 
a new brick church for colored people has been erected; D 
street, from 17th to 19th, partly graded; and the new foundry, 
erected by Messrs. Cathcart and Schneider, enlarged. 
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In the Second Ward but little has been done on streets, 
except casually; several alleys have been graded and paved; 
and in the Third Ward the same. 

In the Fourth "Ward some streets have been improved by 
grading, and a very neat and substantial building erected on 
the corner of 5th and I streets for a Presbyterian church. 

In the Fifth Ward the principal improvement of streets has 
been on those leading to the new Railroad Depot, changing the 
appearance of the whole neighborhood. 

In the Sixth Ward there has not much been done either by 
grading or improving streets; the grading and paving the 
footways on both sides of 11th street, south of Virginia 
avenue, would add much to the value and convenience of that 
neighborhood. 

In the Seventh Ward the principal improvements are the 
new grading of 11th street and relaying the footway from D 
to Water street. 

Steamboats are engaged in running hourly to and from 
Alexandria, daily to Aquia creek, weekly to Baltimore and 
Norfolk, and occasional trips are made to Mount Vernon. 
The new steam ferry-boat plying from the south end of 7th 
street to Alaxandria is a great convenience to travellers. 
Various and important manufacturing establishments are in 
full operation in the city, giving employment to a large num- 
ber of workmen, concentrating capital, and furnishing a home 
market for country and other produce. All around the 
neighborhood of the city are important improvements, on 
farms, &c. A plank road has been laid from the termination 
of 7th street, on the turnpike, to the District line, with a pros- 
pect of a further extension. The Army Asylum, on a beauti- 
ful elevation near Rock Creek Church, on the farm lately 
owned by Mr. Riggs, is begun. The beautiful place of Mr. 
Blagden, south of the Anacostia, it is understood, has been 
selected for the Lunatic Hospital. A site for a new Ceme- 
tery, a mile north of the city, has been purchased — late the 
farm of Mr. Boyle — on a commanding height, and a com- 
mencement made, in preparing and laying out the grounds, to 
an extent sufficient to do away with the necessity of new 
grave-yards within the city limits. 
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The Columbian College, so beautifully located on the 
heights adjoining the north part of the city, is understood to 
be in a more flourishing condition than it has hitherto been; 
but it is to be regretted that so little has been done to improve 
and embellish the grounds, so as to make them as attractive 
to the eye as those of Mr. Stone, adjoining ; and which might 
be done at a small cost and a little energy. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is doing a good business, 
producing a lively trade in Georgetown, and the town is 
steadily growing to importance. Adjoining to it the new 
Cemetery on Rock creek, laid out on a most romantic site, with 
great taste and judgment, by Mr. De La Roche, is worth 
visiting. 

Alexandria has been much improved this year by the erec- 
tion of a large number of buildings in every part of the 
town, having water, by pipes, and gaslight introduced. The 
establishment of Smith and Perkins is very extensive, and 
superior locomotive cars, &c. are made at it, thereby keeping 
capital at home. 

The commencement of the wings of the Capitol, now up to 
the level of the first floor, and of most solid workmanship, has 
given a stimulus to private improvements, affording employ- 
ment to a large body of workmen, besides creating new estab- 
lishments for the preparation of the necessary materials, and 
which, no doubt, will be carried up with vigor as soon as the 
season opens. The old Library-room has been cleared, an 
iron-framed roof replacing the old wooden one; the alcoves 
and shelving for books are entirely of ornamental cast-iron, 
leaving nothing for fire to operate on. The Monument to 
Washington is now up to 104 feet, with a prospect of a more 
rapid elevation in 1853, from the increased means which have 
been obtained. The Smithsonian Institution is steadily 
progressing in its various branches, and already is a place of 
much resort ; standing in a central position, with extensive and 
neatly-laid-off grounds, with walks, shrubbery, and grass 
plats, it already affords a pleasant retreat for recreation. In 
the Navy Yard extensive improvements have been made in 
additional buildings and extensive workshops, foundries, &c, 
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at which all kinds of work is done for the use of the navy ; at 
which also vessels are built and repaired in a manner not ex- 
celled by any other yard. At the Arsenal much activity pre- 
vails in the various machine shops, in making and fitting gun 
carriages, &c, and all the necessary appendages. The exten- 
sion of the Patent Office Building, on 7th street, is now nearly 
finished of white marble, and a commencement made on the 
western wing; the building is on the plan of Town & Elliot, 
and is much admired for neatness of design and boldness of 
effect. On the square south is the handsome General Post 
Office building, already too contracted for the transaction of 
the business, requiring at least, one of its wings. The City 
Post Office is too much cramped for room, and occupies very 
insecure buildings, altogether unsightly and unfit for the pur- 
pose. Some further improvements have been made on the 
grounds of the Observatory; the building requires an exten- 
sion. Preparations are making in preparing the pedestal on 
which is to be placed the equestrian statue of Gen. Jackson, 
one third larger than life, to be placed in Lafayette Square, 
north of the President's House; the statue is a beautiful piece 
of workmanship, and reflects great credit on the native talent 
of Mr. Mills, and will be a great ornament and much admired. 

John Sesspord. 
January 1, 1853. 

Improvements, &c, in the Yeab 1853. 



Wards. 


. Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops. 


Additions. 


AUDDing It. 

brick pave- 
ment laid. 


Total no. 
of dwlgs. 


1st 


36 


41 


77 


1 


3 


425 


1,317 


2d 


64 


39 


101 


4 


11 


3,662 


1,476 


3d 


28 


51 


79 


2 


15 


5,705 


1,211 


4th 


43 


44 


87 


2 


13 


2,552 


1,505 


5th 


17 


47 


64 


1 


— 


1,942 


807 


6th 


5 


25 


30 


3 


3 


2,062 


774 


7th 


35 


83 


118 


9 


6 


1,431 


1,175 



216 340 556 22 51 17,779 8,265 
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Number of Houses, &c., Erected in Washington City in Each Yeab 

from 1819, the Number at that Time being Ascertained by 

Actual Count by Myself, and Continued Until 

the End of 1853. 

Years. 
1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 



1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 

1838 40 45 85 21 9 

1839 40 101 141 12 14 

"895 "l73 99" 



Brick. 


Wood. 


929 


1,103 


68 


45 


42 


48 


64 


49 


33 


36 


28 


21 


40 


28 


62 


40 


73 


85 


83 


65 


533 


50(7 


86 


92 


60 


88 


34 


38 


14 


49 


15 


27 


18 


23 


16 


47 



eli numoer 
f houses. 


Shops, &c. 


Additions. 


2,028 


129 


— 


113 


9 


— 


90 


— 


— 


113 


7 


6 


69 


7 


9 


49 


6 


8 


68 


15 


10 


102 


23 


15 


123 


25 


23 


158 


23 


24 


158 


15 


17 


1,033 


T30 


Tl3 


178 


24 


14 


148 


38 


— 


62 


12 


— 


72 


12 


12 


63 


11 


7 


42 


10 


18 


41 


15 


15 


63 


18 


9 



1840 


56 


122 


178 


13 


14 


1841 


43 


173 


216 


23 


13 


1842 


82 


213 


295 


14 


21 


1843 


85 


237 


322 


10 


23 


1844 


91 


266 


357 


18 


24 


1845 


112 


226 


338 


28 


24 


1846 


86 


122 


208 


16 


17 


1847 


37 


81 


128 


6 


9 


1848 


57 


84 


141 


11 


29 


1849 


74 


110 


184 


9 
148 


17 




2,367 


~191 


1850 


124 


168 


292 


25 


24 


1851 


— 


— 


453 


28 


44 


1852 


241 


391 


632 


19 


3 


1853 


216 


340 


556 


22 


51 
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Number of houses erected from 1819 to 1829 — 
In the First Ward, 129, Second, 251; Third, 474; Fourth, 
68; Fifth, 38; Sixth, 73. Total, 1,033. 
Number of houses erected from 1829 to 1839 — 

In the First Ward, 141; Second, 226; Third, 437; Fourth, 
46 ; Fifth, 175 ; Sixth, 11. Total, 895. 
Number of houses erected from 1839 to 1849 — 
In the First Ward, 362; Second, 472; Third, 907; Fourth, 
217; Fifth, 175; Sixth, 123; Seventh, 109. Total, 
2,367. 
Number of houses erected from 1849 to 1853 — 

In the First Ward, 227; Second, 342; Third, 291; Fourth, 
390; Fifth, 150; Sixth, 104; Seventh, 429. Total, 
1,938. 

Eemabks upon Improvements in 1853. 

Improvements chargeable to the general fund have been few 
and not of much importance. The completion of the dredg- 
ing of the Canal between 15th and 17th streets has been 
neglected, though much needed. The Public school in the 7th 
Ward has had an additional story and other improvements 
made to it. The Market House in the 5th Ward has been 
enclosed and fitted up as a primary school for that section ; 
additional school accomodations is much wanted for the in- 
creasing demand. The markets have increased much within 
the year, and additional room is indispensably necessary for 
the shelter and comfort of the market people ; an enlargement 
of the building, by erection of the wings on 7th and 9th 
streets, would double the present; and the present fish shed 
ought to be removed, and a new place erected on the line of 
B street for the venders of fish, &c. These improvements 
ought to be made on a good plan, with a story above; the 
increased income from which would, without doubt, be more 
than the interest of the expenditure. 

As the Alexandrians are agitating the necessity of a branch 
railroad to the city, the importance of rebuilding the Potomac 
Bridge is increased. It should be widened so as to admit of a 
track for the cars; the openings between the piers enlarged 
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to not less than sixty feet, so as not to impede the driftwood 
in time of freshets. The road, on entering the city, might 
easily pass along the river shore to the mouth of the Tiber, 
and then eastward as far as necessary towards 3d street, on 
the south side of the Canal. 

In the city are forty-eight places of worship, viz: Ten for 
Methodist and Methodist Protestants, Presbyterians seven, 
Episcopalian six, Baptist five, Roman Catholic five, Lutheran 
two ; Friends, Unitarians, Congregational, and Swedenborgian 
one each ; and also nine for colored congregations. 

In the First Ward not much has been done in the opening 
or improving streets and casual repairs. 

In the Second "Ward but little has been done on streets, 
except relaying gutters and the repaving of two or three 
large alleys; the extension of iron water-pipes on 13th, from 
E to C streets. An extensive building has been erected by 
Mr. Coyle on B street, for sawing, planing, and turning and 
groving, which is doing a good business. The foundry and 
machine shops of the Messrs. Ellis, adjoining, are fully em- 
ployed, and turn out the best of work of all kinds in that 
line. There is also adjoining this the sash and frame factory 
of McLean and Ager. Various improvements have been made 
by pulling down old buildings. Such have been replaced by 
splendid ones; such as Gautier's, Coyle and Baylis', Hughes's, 
&c. 

In the Third Ward there has been an extension of the sewer 
on 9th street to the north side of Massachusetts avenue, and on 
I from 8th to 9th streets; some squares gravelled, flagways 
laid, and alleys paved. Important and good improvements 
have been made at the City Post Office ; and the old buildings 
north of the Market pulled down and rebuilt in a beautiful 
style by Mr. S. Hill. 

In the fourth Ward some good improvements have been 
made on the streets, old houses pulled down and rebuilt, a new 
sash and frame factory erected on D and 1st streets. 

In the Fifth Ward some improvements have been made, by 
grading and filling and ponds; there have also been erected 
marble-works on the edge of the canal. 
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In the Sixth Ward but little has been done of importance 
on streets, &c., but some filling of low lots has been made to 
remove nuisances. The baptist Church has been rebuilt, and 
now occupied. 

In the Seventh Ward casual repairs have been made, and 
three new churches erected, two for Presbyterians and one 
for Roman Catholics ; a further progress in grading the foot- 
ways on 11th street, south of Maryland avenue; a new lime 
kiln has been erected near Virginia avenue and the Canal by 
Mr. Seeley. 

The Gas Company have extended their line of lamps to 
Georgetown, and have commenced laying pipes from the 
Capitol to 8th street east, on Pennsylvania avenue, and have 
laid down various branches in the central part of the city. 

Great progress has been made on the wings of the Capitol 
and the west wing of the Patent Office ; and the grade of 7th 
street, from E towards G, has been reduced and repaved, im- 
proving the appearance of the east front of the Patent Office, 
producing the necessity of regrading F street, between 8th and 
9th, and the necessity of cutting down 8th to the south of E 
street. The grounds south of the President's House further 
improved ; Lafayette square beautifully laid out and enclosed 
by an iron fence, which, with the Jackson statue, is much 
admired. 

In the neighborhood of the city great improvements have 
been made in agriculture, building, &c, and quite a village of 
new buildings have been erected north of Boundary street, 
west of the Turnpike Gate, by Mr. Kendall. 

John Sessford. 

January 2, 1854. 
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CITY OF WASHINGTON. 
Improvements, Ac, m the Yeae 1854. 



Wards. 


Brick. Wood Dwellings. 


Total. 


Shops, <&c. Additions. 


1 


28 


34 


62 


4 


4 


2 


33 


10 


43 


6 


11 


3 


30 


47 


77 


1 


4 


4 


30 


55 


85 


2 


6 


5 


24 


11 


35 


1 


3 


6 


2 


13 


15 


3 


— 


7 


21 


' 67 


88 


1 


2 




168 


237 


405 


18 


30 


Ward. 


Running feet 
of brick pave- 
ment laid. 


Total Number 
of Dwellings 


Ratio of population 
in Wards. 


1 


7,436 




1,379 




8,122 


2 


7,758 




1,519 




9,964 


3 


9,869 




1,288 




7,728 


4 


3,267 




1,590 




11,479 


5 


3,945 




842 




5,052 


6 


2,623 




789 




4,734 


7 


5,964 




1,263 




7,956 



40,862 



8,670 



55,035 



The total number of running feet of brick pavement on the 
31st December, 1854, was 281,940, (4,200,000 superficial feet 
of paved footway.) 

The assessment valuation of real and personal property and 
stocks amounts to $24,802,773, yielding an income of about 
$161,816, after deducting the discount for prompt payment, 
expense of collecting, &c. 

There are twenty-seven public schools, having thirty-seven 
teachers and 2,065 scholars, at a cost of $17,733. 

The funded debt is $62,580 at five per cent, and $680,670 at 
six per cent., being a total of $743,250; to which add $50,000 
preferred bonds, of Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company. 

The following table exhibits the number of deaths, as re- 
ported by the Board of Health, for the year ending June 30. 
1854. 
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1863. 


White. 
M. F. 


Colored. 
M. F. 


Total. 


Ages. 


No. 


July 


73 


56 


20 


22 


171 


Unknown 


8 


August 


46 


56 


11 


14 


127 


Under 1 


380 


September 


45 


42 


9 


18 


114 


1 to 5 


217 


October 


28 


39 


11 


7 


85 


5 to 10 


52 


November 


26 


34 


14 


17 


91 


10 to 15 


16 


December 


35 


22 


5 


12 


74 


15 to 20 


41 


1854. 
















January 


40 


33 


8 


13 


94 


20 to 30 


105 


February 


37 


22 


10 


14 


83 


30 to 40 


114 


March 


50 


38 


15 


15 


118 


40 to 50 


86 


April 


40 


21 


10 


16 


87 


50 to 60 


63 


May 


26 


32 


12 


13 


83 


60 to 80 


100 


June 


50 


23 


5 


4 


82 


Over 80 


27 



496 418 130 165 1,209 1,209 

Extensive and valuable improvements have been made at 
the Navy Yard. The pavement at the west end of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue is completed, except the enclosure of the circle. 
Great progress has been made on the west wing of the Patent 
Office, which will be enclosed this year, and the beautiful room 
at the east end is now occupied by models. Much progress 
has been made in the brick work and arching on the interior 
of the wings of the Capitol, and, from the large amount of 
marble on hand as well as number of workmen employed, it 
may be presumed that the exterior wall will be rapidly carried 
up. The Washington Monument has risen to 170 feet in 
height, and, if sufficient means be obtained, will soon be a 
great object of attraction. The beautiful blocks which have 
been received from States, Towns, and Societies, now under 
the sheds, are much admired. The grounds south of the 
President's House, as also those of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, have been greatly embellished. The Smithsonian build- 
ing has been made more solid by the removal of a great deal 
of woodwork. The new lecture room in the centre is large 
and splendid, having two large square rooms, one at each end, 
about fifty feet square. The lower centre of the edifice, 200 
by 50, is completed. It will be first occupied in February by 
the Mechanics 's Institute Fair, which will no doubt be a great 
place of resort during its continuance, as no effort will be 
wanting to make it what it ought to be. 
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First Ward. — Some solid improvements have been made in 
the filling up of the low grounds, grading of streets, and re- 
laying footways to the new grades on Pennsylvania avenue, 
costing considerable to the owners ; but they will be benefited 
much more than the cost. A new and substantial fence has 
been put around the Western Grave Yard. The gas pipes 
have been greatly extended, and a large and handsome gas 
reservoir erected. A new and neat Presbyterian Church is 
being erected. 

Second Ward. — Several streets have been graded and 
gravelled. The old Presbyterian Church on New York avenue 
has been remodelled and a tower erected. A large culvert is 
made on Thirteenth street, from E to the Canal. 

Third Ward. — Good improvements have been made in some 
of the streets and additional drainage by the extension of 
culverts. A new Methodist Church is erected on New York 
avenue, near Fourth street, in square 514. 

Fourth Ward. — Much has been done in extending culverts 
for drainage, and cutting down and filling up streets to the 
proper grade. 

Fifth Ward. — Considerable has been done in grading, &c, 
and a neat brick Methodist Church erected. 

Sixth Ward. — Much cutting has been done on Seventh 
street and many lots filled up. Extensive stables have been 
erected by Mr. Vanderwerker ; also, a large and substantial 
stone building as an ice and meat house. The Congressional 
Burial Ground has been greatly enlarged to the west, and ac- 
tive measures are in progress for the erection of an iron 
fence on its front in lieu of the present temporary one of 
wood. Lamps have been placed on the line of Pennsylvania 
avenue, from the Capitol east to Eighth street. 

Seventh Ward. — The improvements in this Ward have been 
great and very important. Maryland avenue has been re- 
graded west of Eleventh street to the Potomac. 

Adjacent to the city great improvements have been made in 
the erection of country seats. The new Cemetery has been 
opened for use and a large and substantial vault erected at 
a great expense. The opening and improving of North 
Capitol street is much needed, it being the direct road to the 
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Cemetery, and also to the Soldiers' Home, to Rock Creek 
Church, and to the road leading into the eastern part of 
Montgomery county. The continuance of the Alexandria 
Railroad to the west end of the Potomac Bridge is much 
wanted, being the shortest and cheapest route. To meet it the 
bridge should be widened and also raised so as to be more 
level with the draws. The road should be continued on the 
margin of the Potomac to the mouth of the Tiber, and along 
the south side to any point desirable, nearly connecting with 
the Baltimore railroad. It is much to be regretted that the 
Water Works, which were commenced with such flattering 
prospects, should be suspended. Strong hopes are entertained 
that this will not long be the case. John Sessford. 

January 9, 1855. 



FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT ON THE CITY OF 

WASHINGTON, BY OUR VENERABLE AND 

ESTEEMED FELLOW-CITIZEN, JOHN 

SESSFORD. 

Exhibit of the Number of Dwellings, &c, Erected Within 







the Year 1855. 






Wards, 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Additions. 


QhAnfl -_ Total no. 
Shops, &c D welling8 . 


1st 


15 


15 


30 


4 


1 


1,409 


2d 


20 


17 


39 


13 


2 


1,556 


3d 


21 


6 


27 


3 


1 


1,315 


4th 


33 


25 


58 


8 


1 


1,646 


5th 


9 


30 


39 


2 


1 


881 


6th 


— 


18 


18 


1 


— 


807 


7th 


10 


33 


43 


2 


2 


1,306 




110 


144 


254 


~33 


T 


8,920 


Wards. 




Bate per house. 


Estimated inhabitants. 


Banning feet 
brick pave- 
ment laid. 


1st 




6. 




8,454 




3,082 


2d 




6.75 




10,503 




15,990 


3d 




6.33 




8,324 




2,978 


4th 




7.23 




11,900 






5th 




6. 




5,286 




2,452 


6th 




6.50 




5,245 




2,789 


7th 




6.50 




8,489 







58,201 
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The assessed value of all kinds of real and personal prop- 
erty, including bank and other stocks, for the year ending 
June, 1856, is $25,568,703. The rate of the assessment is sixty 
cents per $100, and will yield, when collected, after deducting 
the amount for prompt payment, the sum of $142,412. The 
true interest of the city requires the assessment to be in- 
creased, as heretofore, to seventy-five cents on the $100, which 
would enable the Councils to make the necessary improve- 
ments and increase the sinking fund. 

First Ward. — A neat and well-arranged new market-house, 
with iron supports, has been erected on north K, between 18th 
and 19th streets, having thirty-two stalls for butchers, all of 
which have been taken at an average of over $78 each. There 
are also convenient benches, all under shelter, on each side, 
some of which have been taken at $50 each. The building 
is well covered, is paved inside, and is two hundred feet in 
length. The old unsightly market-house has been pulled down 
to make room for an angular enclosure of iron railing. 

Second Ward. — With the exception of the grading and 
gravelling of some streets in the lower portion of the Ward, 
the most important improvement is the curbing and paving 
of 14th street from K to the northern boundary on both sides, 
with flag crossings a part of the distance. The street itself 
has also been graded a part of the way. The footway on the 
east side of Vermont avenue is laid to O street. The grading, 
enclosing, and paving of the circle intersecting Massachusetts 
and Vermont avenues and 14th and M streets remains to be 
done, for which there is an appropriation. Other improve- 
ments have been made, but not of much magnitude. On the 
Baptist Church, on 13th street, has been erected a lofty steeple, 
with a fine-toned bell. 

Third Ward. — In this Ward less than usual has been done 
from ward funds, but some good improvements have been 
made in the northeast portion in the extension of footways. A 
large engine-house has been erected at the intersection of New 
York avenue and 6th street. The Centre-market square is 
within the limits of this ward, having a length of 500 by 279 
feet (being 1,558 feet circumference,) of which only 530 feet 
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is now built on. The present building is only thirty-four feet 
wide, including walls ; its elevation inside is sixteen feet. It 
has a projecting shed of twenty-six feet, divided into two 
parts for country use, &c. An extension of the building is 
much wanted to supersede the present unsightly fixtures. One 
of the wings might be erected with a hall above, similar to 
the one in Baltimore, with the Mechanics' Institute above. 
That hall was built as follows : 

9,019 shares, at $5 each $45,095 

6,400 do do 32,000 

Paid by city (market) 25,000 

$102,095 

It is 355 by 60 feet, and 65 high. The long room is 255 
by 60. 

Fourth Ward. — Some general improvements have been 
made in various portions of the ward in grading and gravel- 
ling, and the carriage-way of C street pebble-paved from 4£ 
to 3d street. 

Fifth Ward. — Not much has been done in general improve- 
ments. The rails for the line of railway from the Baltimore 
depot have been laid, crossing New Jersey avenue to 1st street, 
down 1st to Maryland avenue, thence down it to the canal 
at 3d street, and continuing along Maryland avenue towards 
the Potomac Bridge. 

Sixth Ward. — Much has been done in reducing the grade 
of streets, making the incline more gradual, the accomplish- 
ment of which has necessarily caused the proprietors of prop- 
erty in some cases to underpin their houses. 

Seventh Ward. — But little has been done to improve streets, 
&c. A new place of worship has been erected on square 535. 

The extension of the Treasury building has commenced, and 
a considerable portion of the cellar-foundation walls laid of 
hammered granite, thick and solid work. The extension of 
the General Post Office has all its foundation and part of the 
arching laid, with a small commencement of the marble work. 
The west wing of the Patent Office will soon be completed. A 
portion of it is already occupied by the Land Office, and soon 
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the whole of that office will be removed to it. The eastern 
room on 7th street has been completed, fitted up, and is 
occupied by models of patents, all arranged in handsome 
cases. The work on both extensions of the Capitol has been 
expeditiously progressed with, on its exterior, and, as progress 
has been made in the iron roofing, some of the rooms have been 
finished and fitted up in a beautiful style. The centre dome 
has been removed preparatory to the erection of the new 
one, according to the model of Mr. Walter, which will be very 
lofty. At the Navy Yard extensive new buildings have been 
erected and nearly completed, affording room for the manu- 
facture of every article almost which is required for the navy. 
On the 1st of December the Minnesota steamship of war was 
launched in a beautiful style. Should she prove equal to those 
vessels built at this yard heretofore she will have cost less 
and will run longer without repairs than those built in other 
yards. 

In the immediate neighborhood of the city is the Columbia 
College, now in a prosperous condition, and having an in- 
creased faculty. It is situated on a beautiful site overlooking 
the city, having around it ample grounds, no portion of which 
ought ever to be diminished by sale. Additional accommoda- 
tions have been made by the erection of a new building for 
the steward. The grounds require embellishing by walks, 
grass plots, &c. The Soldiers' Home, situated on an eminence 
north of the city, presents a noble appearance, and its work- 
manship is highly creditable to the contractor, Mr. Gilb. 
Cameron. 

Statement by the Late William Elliot. 

Circumference of the city 14 miles. 

Containing 310,838,285 square feet 7,134 acres. 

Length of streets, deducting intersections 199 miles. 

Do avenues do 65 miles. 

Streets and avenues contain 3,605 | 

Reservations 542 } 4,U6 

Do deduct 10, 11, 12 sold 29 — 4,146 acres. 

Areas of squares, 131,684,176 square feet. 
United States one-half, 1,508 acres. 
24 
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Proprietors one-half, 1,508. 

Contents of new squares A, B, C, D, 717,000 square feet. 

Eeservations 10, 11, 12 sold, 1,263,240 square feet. 

John Sesspord. 
January 1, 1856. 



CITY STATISTICS. 
Statement of Improvements in the City of Washington 



DUBING THE YEAB 1856. 



Wards. Brick. Wood. Total. Additions. Shops, &c. 

1 
3 



1st 


17 


14 


31 


4 


2d 


11 


15 


25 


6 


3d 


22 


5 


27 


3 


4th 


18 


6 


24 


2 


5th 


11 


11 


22 


1 


6th 


6 


6 


12 


— 


7th 


8 


3 


11 


— 



Running ft 

of brick 

pavement 

1,917 



1,540 
2,083 



The following valuations of property, &c. furnished by the 
Tax Clerk, exhibit the values of the various kinds of taxable 
properly: 



Wards. 


Ground. 


Improvements. 


Household. Slave property. 


1st 


$2,438,485 


$1,601,400 


$245,450 $49,000 


2d 


2,735,883 


2,154,856 


323,156 51,200 


3d 


1,806,486 


1,710,299 


178,650 71,250 


4th 


2,775,245 


2,879,642 


398,458 97,550 


5th 


1,098,250 


1,006,200 


91,050 30,400 


6th 


470,104 


409,550 


31,700 24,200 


7th 


1,157,252 


838,310 


61,500 37,875 


Wards. 




Personal. 


Total. 


1st 




$12,525 


$4,346,860 


2d 




8,325 


5,273,408 


3d 




9,550 


3,831,235 


4th 




18,300 


6,169,187 


5th 




6,550 


2,232,450 


6th 




3,075 


998,629 


7th 




6,815 


2,100,853 
$24,952,322 


Bank atonies 




1,002,061 


Other 


stocks 




85,935 

$26,040,318 
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Improvements which were unquestionably necessary have 
been entirely stopped by the unwise legislation of the Councils 
in reducing the tax from 75 cents to 60 cents, and now only 
65 cents on the $100. There is no good reason why the tax 
should not be raised to its maximum. By so doing the funds 
would be increased so as to enable the Councils to make im- 
provements in the respective Wards, and also would enable 
them to increase the Sinking Fund so as to reduce the debt of 
the city. 

Great success has attended the erection of the new West 
Market-house, the stalls in which were sold at auction on the 
16th of November, 1855, realizing $2,590 — being a handsome 
income on the amount of its cost. The improvements on the 
North Market have had the same effect. Both markets are 
now well attended. Plans have been adopted for the erection 
of a new Centre Market on its present site, which has a 
north and south front each of 498 feet, and on Seventh, 
Eighth, and Ninth streets 275 feet each, having an outer front 
of over fifteen hundred feet. The enlargment of this market 
is much wanted. If deemed expedient to commence the whole 
according to the plan, why not extend the wings on Seventh 
and Ninth streets to the line of B street, and remove the fish 
market to B street, fronting the Canal? The erection of the 
wings could easily be accomplished, and no doubt the in- 
creased revenue from stalls would greatly exceed the interest 
on the outlay, and would fully justify an immediate com- 
mencement. This being a part of the permanent plan, room 
enough would be afforded for some time to come, and all the 
obstructions on the north front now complained of might be 
removed, including the engine-house. 

First Ward, — But little has been done on streets. Mr. 
Biggs 's elegant building, on I street, is nearly completed. It 
has a front of about 60 feet, and is fitted up with all the 
modern improvements. Great progress has been made on the 
south Treasury building extension, the front of which is of 
granite. 

Second Ward. — The principal improvement has been the 
reduction of the grade of the carriage and footway between 
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G and H streets, and the gravelling of C street, west of 10th 
street. The old Franklin engine-house has been removed, and 
the angle enclosed by a neat cast-iron railing. At the corner 
of Thirteenth and K streets a lofty and elegant house has 
been erected by Mr. Lindsay : its situation is elevated, having 
a fine prospect all around. The large commodious house of 
Mr. Young, on Fifteenth street, between D and E streets, is 
so far completed as to be partially occupied. Fifteenth street 
ought to be properly graded and gravelled from Pennsylvania 
avenue to B street. Mr. Schneider's elegant new front of 
four stories, divided into two stores, adds much to the beauty 
of the square. The extensive grain mill of Coltman & Dun- 
canson, on Ohio avenue, has been completed, and is now in 
full operation, producing the finest of flour. Great credit is 
due them for their enterprise, as well as for the encouragement 
of home industry, their machinery having been made in the 
city. The engine, &c, made by the Messrs. Ellis, at their 
establishment, cannot be excelled. Immediately north of the 
mill a four-story building has been erected for a coach 
factory. 

Third Ward. — Additional underground drainage has been 
provided, % and improvements made on the Northern Market. 
The west front of the Patent Office is enclosed, and the lower 
rooms are occupied by the General Land Office. A commence- 
ment has been made on the north front, between Seventh and 
Ninth streets. When completed, there will be a hollow square 
in the centre. The whole front is of white marble, as is also 
that of the General Post Office extension, on the north of 
which will be the City Post Office. 

Fourth Ward. — On the streets but little has been done. A 
large culvert has been built over the drain near the jail. The 
old Wesley Chapel has been pulled down, and by the energy of 
the trustees a new and elegant building has been erected, 90 
by 60 feet, very lofty, with ample accomodations for Sunday 
schools, &c. below. The room for public worship is well 
arranged on the plan of the Smithsonian lecture-room, and 
the whole is finished in a superior style. A very conspicuous 
object in this Ward is Mr. Wendell's very extensive new build- 
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ing for a printing office, &c, which is over 240 feet long by 
60 feet wide, and four-stories high, with a cupola and a bell. 
The great number of persons to be employed in this building 
will add much to the population of its neighborhood. 

Fifth Ward. — Some deep cuttings have been made for the 
laying of footways. On Indiana avenue the arch over the 
, Tiber has been extended to the full width of the street, which 
will be a great benefit to that neighborhood and convenient to 
communication with the railroad depot. Considerable grad- 
ing has been done on the grounds attached to the United 
States hot houses. The work on and within the Capitol ex- 
tension has been carried on throughout the year with great 
vigor. Many rooms have been completed and occupied by 
committees. These rooms are frescoed in a style superior to 
any thing of the kind ever done here, and are much visited 
by strangers. The Court of Claims is accomodated in the 
north building. The extension of the west terrace from the 
extreme north to the south would add much to the beauty of 
the whole west front, instead of the unsightly filling against 
the walls, which precludes all chances of ventilation from the 
immense vaults or cellars. 

Sixth Ward. — The grading of Seventh street east has been 
continued and some of the grounds filled up. Within the 
Navy Yard great improvements have been made in additional 
workshops, &c. 

Seventh Ward. — Very little has been done on streets &c. 
In this Ward is situated the Washington National Monument, 
on which nothing has been done within the past year, and there 
appears to be but poor prospects for the present. Enter- 
prising and public-spirited managers are wanting to forward 
this great work. A lofty brick building has been erected on 
the Mall to be occupied as an Armory for the city volunteers 
and for the deposit of military trophies. Rails have been laid 
from the railroad depot to Maryland avenue, and along that 
avenue to the Potomac bridge. The railroad from the Vir- 
ginia side of the Potomac, on the line of the turnpike to 
Alexandria, has been completed, and cars have been running 
on it for some time, carrying daily a large number of pas- 
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sengers, &c. The travelling line stops at the bridge from 
whence passengers are brought over in omnibuses. The num- 
ber of persons who use this conveyance to Alexandria and the 
south show clearly its utility, and the necessity of making 
this the great thoroughfare from North to South. The ex- 
pense of making a better bridge across the two channels with 
sufficient spans between the piers, so as not to obstruct the 
passage of ice or driftwood, would certainly not be equal to the 
cost of a new structure at any of the points spoken of. Be- 
sides, the latter would interfere with the chartered rights of 
the two turnpikes south to Alexandria, which meet the Little 
Kiver turnpike. Eemove this bridge with the causeway 
entirely, and in a short time there would be no city or George- 
town channels, as the upper alluvial would settle on its wide 
expanse. John Sesspord. 

January 5, 1857. 

CITY STATISTICS. 

Our readers are accustomed to look with interest for the an- 
nual Statistical Table prepared by the venerable John Sess- 
ford, who has himself grown up with the city, and who has 
watched its progress with paternal solicitude. It will be seen 
that, notwithstanding the money pressure and the high price 
of labor in consequence of the heavy amount of public work, 
there has been a fair proportion of private buildings erected, 
and the improvement of the streets has been carried on by our 
city authorities to the full extent of the means at their dis- 
posal. Every year develops the beauty and good taste of the 
original design for the National Metropolis. 

Statement of Improvements in the City of Washington Dubing 
the Year 1857. 



Wards. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops, &c. 


Additions. 


Running feet 

of pavement 

laid. 


1st 


12 


7 


19 


— 


2 


7,975 


2d 


37 


12 


49 


2 


9 


— 


3d 


30 


8 


38 


1 


1 


— 


4th 


26 


11 


37 


3 


3 


1,330 


5th 


10 


10 


20 


3 


3 


368 


6th 


9 


4 


13 


— 


— 


488 


7th 


19 


6 


25 


— 


1 


5,539 



143 58 201 6 17 15,700 



Reprint 8. 375 



Wards. 


Number of Dwellings. 


Estimated Census. 


1st 


1,457 


9,746 


2d 


1,635 


11,016 


3d 


1,321 


9,362 


4th 


1,677 


12,124 


5th 


999 


6,233 


6th 


754 


4,901 


7th 


1,328 


8,632 



9,171 61,014 

Total running feet footways, 330,349. 

First Ward. — The following improvements have been made 
in the grading and gravelling of streets : Twenty-second street 
from Pennsylvania avenue to E ; F street, from Twentieth to 
Twenty-third; K street, from Fifteenth to Twenty-second; 
Twentieth street, from I to L ; and L street, from Fifteenth to 
Nineteenth. 

Second Ward. — A large brick culvert down Thirteenth 
street, between north E and G; Ohio avenue graded and 
gravelled; also, north L, from Twelfth to Fourteenth streets; 
Franklin engine-house built on north D, between Twelfth and 
Thirteenth streets — it is a neat substantial building, with a 
large meeting-room, &c. ; large addition and improvements to 
Epiphany church, on G street. 

Third Ward. — Not much has been done on streets, except 
Seventh street, which has been regraded and gravelled north 
of H street; a neat Episcopal church has been erected on 
square No. 448, corner of N and Sixth streets; a shed vege- 
table market has been erected on the line of B street, from 
Seventh to Ninth, five hundred feet long, and now well oc- 
cupied, by which the cause of complaint from the occupancy 
of the line of Pennsylvania avenue has been removed. The 
necessity for an improved market-house still exists, with an 
ample hall over it for Mechanics' Fairs and other purposes — 
the Corporation building the lower part and the roof, and the 
Mechanics ' Institute paying for the additional elevation, as 
was done in Baltimore. 

Fourth Ward. — A neat German Lutheran church has been 
erected on square No. 531, corner of Fourth and D streets; 
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a Mission church, of brick, on square No. 751 ; the Unitarian 
church, corner of D and Sixth streets, has been greatly and 
substantially improved by stone steps, &c. ; an extensive 
Roman Catholic Seminary and church has been commenced on 
I street, square No. 623; the bridge on H, between North 
Capitol and First streets, has been rebuilt ; a brick culvert has 
been laid from I to G streets, down Sixth, and along G to Fifth 
street; E street has been improved from Fifth street to New 
Jersey avenue; D street, from Fifth to Seventh; I street, 
graded and gravelled from Third street to New Jersey avenue ; 
New Jersey avenue, from Massachusetts to New York avenues ; 
and H street, from New Jersey avenue to North Capitol street. 

Fifth Ward. — But little has been done on streets. 

Sixth Ward. — Tenth street graded and gravelled from 
Pennsylvania avenue to south N street ; the Bbenezer Metho-* 
dist church, on Fourth street, was pulled down and rebuilt, 
much enlarged every way, with an extensive basement ; a com- 
mencement has been made in rebuilding the Asylum in place 
of the old one, which was burnt down ; the modern improve- 
ments for heating, cooking, &c. will be introduced; the con- 
tractor is Gilbert Cameron; further improvements are in 
progress in enclosing the grave-yard. 

Seventh Ward. — Sixth street has been graded and gravelled 
from Maryland avenue to South N street ; a sea-wall built 
north of street; the Monument is still in the same condi- 
tion as left at the end of year 1856, and, from present appear- 
ances, is likely to continue so for some time; the handsome 
building on the Mall, erected for an Armory, is now ready for 
occupation, and the grounds within the enclosure have been 
graded and prepared for a parade ground. 

The work on the Capitol has progressed with great rapidity, 
and is the admiration of all visitors; the frescoing, pailing, 
flooring, and indeed all the work, is done in a beautiful and 
substantial manner of masonry, iron, &c. The work on the 
Patent Office and Post Office is substantial and chaste in 
construction. Great progress has been made in the Treasury 
Extension, with granite front, iron windows and doorframes, 
columns, flues, &c, free entirely of combustible material. An 
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elegant coach-house and stable for the President's House has 
been erected, but on a very injudicious site, obstructing the 
view of the President's House from the avenue and the 
Capitol. A better position would have been south of the 
present roadway, which would have afforded more space for 
the embellishment of the grounds around the President's 
House. At the west end of the house and on the terrace a 
commodious hot-house has been erected. 

John Sessford. 
January 1, 1858. 



Statement of Improvements in the City of Washington Dubing 









the Year 


1858. 






Wards 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops, &c. 


Additions. 


Running feet 
pavement laid. 


1st 


30 


16 


46 


2 


2 


7,668 


2d 


42 


17 


59 


3 


4 


— 


3d 


27 


10 


37 


1 


2 


— 


4th 


38 


1 


39 


2 


5 


12,150 


5th 


11 


14 


25 


1 


1 


1,672 


6th 


1 


16 


17 


— 


2 


398 


7th 


27 


10 


37 


3 


1 


2,812 




176 


1*4 


260~ 


12~ 


"l7 


62,973 




Wards. 




Number of dwellings. 


Estimated census. 




1st 




1,503 






9,018 




2d 




1,694 






11,414 




3d 




1,358 






9,596 




4th 




1,716 






12,406 




5th 




1,024 






6,656 




6th 




771 






5,011 




7th 




1,365 






8,872 



9,431 



62,973 



First Ward. — Twentieth street has been graded and 
gravelled from north L to the boundary, and the footways on 
both sides completed the same distance. On G street the foot- 
way grade has been lowered and the pavement relaid from 
Twenty-third street to the canal. Considerable progress has 
been made in filling and grading L street from Fifteenth 
street to intersection of Pennsylvania avenue, and prepara- 
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tion for footway. Extensive new gas works in two divisions 
have been erected at the intersection of G and Twenty-sixth 
streets, and 20-inch diameter pipes laid from there to the 
gasometer on K street. 

Second Ward. — The brick culvert has been completed to 
the north side of G on Thirteenth street, and Twelfth street 
graded from B street to K street on Twelfth street. A lofty 
steeple has been erected to the Church of the Epiphany, on G, 
between Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets. The foundation 
walls have been laid on the angular square between M and N 
streets on Fourteenth street and Vermont avenue. As it is 
probable that the equestrian statue of Gen. Washington by 
Mr. Mills will soon be ready, I would respectfully suggest that 
it be placed on the circle formed by the intersection of Massa- 
chusetts and Vermont avenues and Fourteenth and M streets 
north — this site having an elevation of over 85 feet above tide- 
water, whilst that west of the Northern Market is only about 
64 feet. 

Third Ward. — The archway is completed over the stream 
running through square No. 377 from F to E street. Not 
much has been done on streets. The necessity still continues 
for a permanent improvement of the Centre Market-house, 
with a hall over it the whole length, which would no doubt 
bring in revenue enough to clear the cost in a few years. The 
majority of the Councils deserve great credit for rejecting the 
unwise scheme of placing the market on Louisiana avenue ; the 
distance from Ninth to Twelfth street, leaving out Tenth and 
Eleventh street, being only about 800 feet, whilst the circum- 
ference of the present site is over 1,500 feet. The north front 
might easily be enclosed on a line with Pennsylvania and 
Louisiana avenues by a neat iron railing, removing thereby 
all objections heretofore made. No market should be placed 
in the centre of any street or avenue. 

Fourth Ward. — In this ward less has been done than usual 
on streets. The principal improvement has been the opening 
of H street to the boundary, near the turnpike gate, and 
curbing and grading the footway the whole distance from 
North Capitol street. The execution of the footway laws in- 
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volve an enormous expenditure of money for the curb gutters, 
paving cross gutters, and flag connexions, and the passage of 
every footway act carries with it in every case a necessary 
appropriation for the gutters. The new Roman Catholic 
Seminary has been completed in its exterior. It is a lofty and 
handsome building, built with the best materials of every kind, 
and is an ornament to that neighborhood. 

Fifth Ward. — Some pavements have been laid, but the great 
thoroughfare to the navy yard is in a wretched condition. 

Sixth Ward. — The City Asylum has been rebuilt on an im- 
proved plan, and will soon be ready for occupancy. Further 
improvements have been made in the extension on the grave- 
yard. 

Seventh Ward. — South N and streets have been graded 
from Four-and-a-half street to the river. The Armory Build- 
ing, "on the Mall, has been completed and is now occupied. 
The Washington Monument has only been raised four feet 
by the late Board; measures are, however, being taken for a 
vigorous carrying on of the work again by the present Board, 
and by a proper and energetic appeal to its friends will no 
doubt at an early day be the pride of every patriotic con- 
tributor. 

The Public Building. — Great progress has been made 
towards completing the Capitol, Treasury, Post Office, and 
Patent Office Buildings, and many substantial additional shops 
have been erected within the navy yard. A renewal of the 
Potomac bridge, with an additional elevation and widening for 
a railway, is much wanted. Instead of the present trestle- 
work, it should be built upon piers at an elevation of a hun- 
dren feet or over, which would leave freer passage for the 
water and ice in time of freshets ; by which means there would 
be no backing of water and flooding the wharves, as is now the 
case. Soon the water will be let into the culverts and pipes 
from the Powder-Mill Branch, through the 12-inch diameter 
pipes, to all the public buildings, and it is contemplated to lay 
a 30-inch main pipe from Rock Creek to the Caiptol along 
Pennsylvania avenue. In my opinion the laying these pipes 
on the line of K street would be much better ; the pavements 
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would not be broken up, nor work be impeded by passing 
under the many sewers. On the upper line the branches could 
be easier attached, distributing the water from a high instead 
of a low level. This country can furnish the material of ex- 
cellent quality of every description necessary for the public 
buildings, such as marble columns, flooring tiles, &c, without 
sending abroad. 

John Sessford. 
January 5, 1859. 

STATISTICS OF WASHINGTON. 

We are again indebted to our venerable friend, John Sess- 
ford, for his annual statement of the progress of improvements 
in the city of Washington. A resident of the city for nearly 
sixty years, Mr. Sessford has watched its progress with 
paternal solicitude, and has seen many broad acres of hill and 
dale, of wood and water, converted into a city, not merely of 
"magnificent distances," as the humorist of former times de- 
scribed it, but of magnificent structures, public and private, 
and capacious and beautiful thoroughfares — a city proverbial 
for its health, and for the intellectual attractions which render 
it worthy of the fame of its great founder. Mr. Sessford 's 
labors in making up an annual record entitle him to the 
thanks of the community whom he has so long and so well 
served, and will embalm his memory in the hearts of thou- 
sands long after he shall have passed away from the scenes 
of earth. 

Exhibit of Improvements in Washington City in the Year 1859. 



Wards. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total. 


Shops, &c. 1 


additions. 


Total Dwel 


1st 


32 


30 


63 


6 


5 


1,566 


2d 


61 


7 


68 


5 


4 


1,762 


3d 


48 


15 


63 


6 


3 


1,421 


4th 


57 


21 


78 


7 


4 


1,794 


5th 


10 


9 


19 


1 


— 


1,043 


6th 


5 


11 


16 


— 


— 


787 


7th 


18 


12 


31 


1 


— 


1,396 



232 106 338 26 16 9,769 
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WAirtii Bnnnnapri oAnan. Assessment on which is a tax 

Ward8 - Supposed census. Qfeo centi on each ^ m 

1st 9,918 $5,561,572 

2d 11,993 6,897,643 

3d 10,066 5,579,501 

4th 13,070 9,021,862 

5th 6,780 3,547,349 

6th 5,115 1,471,941 

7th 9,073 2,413,112 



65,955 $34,492,980 

An increase on former assessment of $11,414,814 

First Ward. — A very large gas retort has been erected, and 
other works connected with it. A large shed has been built 
and enclosed for the reception of goods brought by the new 
line of steam packets from the city to New York, which are 
well patronized. The foundation for the reception of the 
statue of Washington has been laid within the circle at the 
intersection of Pennsylvania avenue, K street, 23rd street, 
and New Hampshire avenue. The cellar story of the build- 
ing for the Art Union, erecting by Mr. Corcoran, is 105 feet 
on the south, and 125 feet on 17th street, and so far as done 
is a substantial piece of work, having brown stone above the 
foundation, and iron joists for the floor to rest on. The build- 
ing, when completed, will be a great ornament to the neigh- 
borhood. In the ward but little has been done on any of the 
streets. Several lines of pipes have been laid from those on 
Pennsylvania avenue for the supplying of water. 

Second Ward. — The F street Church, between 14th and 
15th, has been sold to the Messrs. Willard, who are now fitting 
it up for a ball room. The congregation of that church has 
united with that on New York avenue, whose church has been 
taken down to make room for an enlarged one, which has been 
erected on its site, taking in the whole front on H street. It 
has a lofty basement for Sunday school, &c. The church room 
is about thirty feet high, and is completed so far as to putting 
up the rafters ; it will have a lofty and handsome steeple ; the 
east entrance is by a lofty flight of steps. The congregation 
of this united church worship every Sabbath morning in the 
10th street Baptist Church, and in the afternoon at the 13th 
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street Baptist Church, till their new edifice is ready for occu- 
pancy. But little has been done in this ward on streets and 
avenues, but extensive lines of pipes have been laid on various 
streets for the distribution of water. This ward is abundantly 
supplied with water in all parts south of north I street, con- 
veyed in iron pipes from the reservoir on 13th street north of 
I, (and not, as generally believed, from the Franklin Square,) 
down 13th to F, along F to 12th, to south side of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue, branching along various streets within the 
ward. The supply from Franklin Square is by pipes through 
the alley west of the De Menou house to New York avenue, 
along the avenue. 

Third Ward. — In this ward the principal improvement has 
been in changing the grade of 9th street from Pennsylvania 
avenue to north F street, and paving the carriage way, in 
connexion with which the grade of B street had to be reduced 
to 8th street, rendering necessary the regrading and paving 
of the footway on each side. The paved carriage way has 
been extended north on 7th street to the south side of L 
street. Many lines of pipes have been laid for the distribu- 
tion of water. An extensive building has been erected at the 
corner of B and 10th streets for machine shop and foundry 
by J. McClelland, having a front of 110 feet on Louisiana 
avenue. On the same square, between 9th and 10th streets, 
the new watch and guard-house is in progress. The store 
of Perry & Brother, five stories high, at the corner of 9th 
street and Pennsylvania avenue is a superior building, being 
fitted up in elegant style, having vaults all around under the 
footways. The contemplated new market, the plan of which 
has been adopted, will, when erected, be a great convenience to 
those attending it, whether as sellers or purchasers. 

Fourth Ward. — Many pipes have been laid for the dis- 
tribution of water, and other city improvements made of less 
importance. The Presbyterian Church, on 4£ street has been 
greatly enlarged by an addition to its length and elevating 
the side walls; thus the lower portion is converted into a 
session and Sunday school room, whilst the body of the 
church above is reserved for the congregation. The front has 
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also been widened to the full width of the lot on each side, 
having a beautiful front on the street. The old and unsightly 
building at the corner of Pennsylvania avenue and the space 
at 7th street is being replaced by an elegant building of a 
modern style, very lofty, with a brown stone front, adding 
much to the improvement of the square. In this ward is 
situated the City Hall, which has not sufficient rooms for the 
offices required to be in it. The extension of the north wing 
of the western front would afford sufficient room for the Com- 
mon Council, on the same level with that of the Aldermen, 
and give one large room on each side of it. The present 
Council room being too lofty, the difficulty of hearing is 
great. The probable cost, without the ornaments, would not 
exceed $14,000, and the United States might also be induced 
to extend their part on the east front for the Criminal Court 
and offices. 

Fifth Ward. — But little has been done by the Corporation 
on streets other than the necessary repairs. 

Sixth Ward. — The Infirmary building has been completed 
and occupied ; the western extension of the Eastern Graveyard 
enclosed and otherwise improved. 

Seventh Ward. — But little has been done in the improve- 
ment of streets, except the grading of south N street from 
4£ to the river, and some footways. 

Strenuous efforts are making by different associations of 
citizens for the procurement of a charter from Congress for a 
horse railroad from 8th street east to Georgetown, which 
would be a great and beneficial improvement to both Corpora- 
tions, uniting the line with the depot to Baltimore, and from 
that depot a line could easily be made on the south side of the 
canal around the Monument Square to the Potomac Bridge, 
and the bridge widened on the north side sufficiently to allow 
of a rail track at a less expense than at any other site which 
has been named. The length of the present bridge (which 
cost originally about $94,000) is 4,665 feet, of which the 
causeway is over 1,600 feet. This bridge should be improved 
by making the opening not less than fifty or sixty feet, and 
would let all floating trees in time of freshets pass through, 
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thereby preventing the backing of the water, which is now the 
case, and overflowing wharves in the city and Georgetown. 
By joint action of the city and Georgetown, appropriations 
have been made to clear and deepen the channel by dredging, 
so as to give at least four feet additional depth at the present 
obstruction, at the point where the upper current meets the 
tide, causing the alluvial to be deposited after every freshet. 
If this improvement be made permanent, which is very doubt- 
ful, it will be beneficial. The opening of the channel on the 
city side would better answer the purpose of the two cities, 
and could without doubt be made permanent for the accomoda- 
tion of all the trade which is now divided by the two channels. 
Various efforts have heretofore been made by the Baltimore 
interest to divert the southern travel, so as to avoid this city. 
Surveys have been made in different directions for that pur- 
pose by passing at points south or north of the city, so as if 
possible to divert the travel south from it, and a project is 
now on foot to pass through the lower counties to a point 
opposite Aquia creek. 

A regular line of steamboats now run from New York to 
Alexandria and "Washington, and meet with good encourage- 
ment, and it is to be regretted that there cannot be found 
men of enterprise to build wharves and warehouses for the 
commerce that will ultimately be on the Eastern Branch of the 
Potomac, it being a safe harbor at all seasons of the year, 
free from storm or freshet, with a sufficient depth of water. 

For a notice of the improvements on the public buildings 
reference can be had to the reports of the Heads of Depart- 
ments. 

The Rock Creek basin of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
deprives the city of any trade from the canal, by its filling up 
with sediment on every freshet ; to avoid which I would suggest 
the propriety of making an aqueduct to the city side, and 
locking down on the east side, continuing along the city side, 
leaving the water of the creek to go free over the tumbling-' 
dam. If this were done it would prevent the choking of the 
canal with sediment. 

John Sessford. 

January 2, 1860. 



Wards. 


Brick. 


Wood. 


Total in th 


1st 


25 


3 


28 


2d 


30 


6 


36 


3d 


33 


4 


37 


4th 


29 


7 


36 


5th 


8 


1 


9 


6th 


5 


7 


12 


7th 


41 


3 


44 
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STATISTICS OF WASHINGTON. 

Exhibit op Improvements in Washington City in the Yeab 1860. 

Total in the year. Shops, &c. Additions. 

2 2 

4 8 

4 3 

6 2 

1 1 

1 — 

1 2 

172 30 202 19 18 

The aqueduct bridge over Kock Creek is the connecting link 
between Georgetown and the city at the west end of Penn- 
sylvania avenue. It rests on a double main of water pipes, 
of forty-two inches diameter each, over which is erected the 
bridge — a beautiful structure of iron, having a double carriage 
way, with a substantial railing on each side, and with side 
footways. The abutments and roadway are all that is now 
required to make it passable for travel between the two cities, 
which will without doubt be done soon in 1861. The thirty- 
inch main from it has been laid through the length of the 
city to the Navy Yard. The only supply of water at present 
is from the Powder Mill branch. The main line of Govern- 
ment pipes is along north K street and Massachusetts and New 
Jersey avenues to the Capitol grounds. A twenty-inch main 
has been laid on the north side of the Capitol uniting, with 
the thirty-inch at New Jersey avenue. 

First Ward. — In this ward during the year various lines 
of pipes have been laid, connecting with the United States 
mains. There have been erected several substantial dwellings ; 
also, a neat brick meeting and school-house has been erected 
near the boundary, on 20th street west. The Hook and 
Ladder building, which was burnt, has been rebuilt. The 
building erected by Mr. Wm. W. Corcoran for an Art Union, 
is a splendid piece of workmanship, lofty, with a beautiful 
carved entrance of light brown stone, window-heads and 
columns of the same material, the whole resting on a base- 
ment story of thick stone walls and iron girders. The ex- 

25 
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terior of the building is nearly competed; it covers a space 
of 105 by 125 feet, and is now much admired by citizens and 
strangers, being at the corner opposite the "War Office. The 
Equestrian Statue of Washington has been placed on its 
pedestal, and will soon be enclosed by an iron railing, afford- 
ing better protection than the present one. 

Second Ward. — In this ward numerous water-mains have 
been laid, and a handsome two-story brick school-house has 
been erected on 14th and Q streets north. There have been 
but few other public improvements. An addition has been 
made to the Mission Church, on P, between 14th and 15th 
streets. The Presbyterian Church on New York avenue has 
been completed and occupied. It is a beautiful structure 
throughout, with a lofty and neat steeple, antf. is entered by a 
double flight of marble steps, with a portico of four marble 
columns. New York avenue has been reduced to its original 
grade, and gravelled from 13th to 14th streets, benefiting ma- 
terially all the houses on both sides of that avenue, and afford- 
ing additional light to the basements. On the line of 13th 
street the brick culvert has been extended from G to I, but 
this improvement was begun too late in the season to allow 
of the filling to settle. 14th street has been paved from 
Pennsylvania avenue to north F, but not in accordance with 
the regulations for the improvement of streets, which require 
the centre of the street to be equal to the height of the pave- 
ment, at the house line, affording room for the water to pass 
off in the gutters without spreading too much on the street. 

Third Ward. — In this ward several water-mains have been 
laid. A new Corporation Guard-house has been erected on 
Louisiana avenue, with a steeple and bell. It is substantially 
built, and is an ornament to the street. It is now occupied, 
and the old one at the market has been abandoned. The 
Market-house is in a bad condition, and a new one should be 
erected without delay, for it cannot be doubted that the addi- 
tional income would be increased to an amount more than 
equal to the interest on its cost. The hall above would always 
be in demand for the Mechanics ' Institute and many other 
exhibitions. At all events the east and west fronts, on 7th 
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and 9th streets, should be done, and the unsightly sheds which 
are now on the square should be forthwith removed. The 
Presbyterian Church on 9th street, between G and H, has been 
greatly enlarged and very conveniently arranged for the con- 
gregation. It has a brick steeple at one corner. Prepara- 
tions have been made for the erection of a new Southern 
Church at the corner of 9th and B streets west. A parsonage 
house has been erected on 9th street, between B and F, for 
the Methodist Protestant Church. Great progress has been 
made towards the completion of the Patent and Post Office 
buildings by the United States. 

Fourth Ward. — In this ward very little public improve- 
ment has been made. The Presbyterian Church on 4£ street 
has been completed and occupied. It has a large front, with 
a neat steeple and bell. The interior is well arranged and 
commodious. The light, on a dark day, is not sufficient, aris- 
ing from the stained-glass windows. The Baptist Church on 
north E street has had a new and handsome front added, 
with new stairway entrances. It has two low, unsightly 
towers, one over each entrance, which spoil its appearance. 
Opposite to this church has been commenced the rear appen- 
dages of a large Metropolitan Presbyterian Free Church, 
fronting on E street. The Colonization Society have erected 
on the corner of Pennsylvania avenue and 4£ street a large 
and beautiful four-story building. The lower story is of iron, 
divided for stores; above it is of light colored stone, and 
ornamented windows, with a balustrade on the top. On the 
north side of Pennsylvania avenue has been erected a lofty 
five-story building, with a light-colored stone front. On the 
south side of the avenue, between 6th and 7th streets, there 
have been erected two beautiful buildings, four stories high, 
with iron fronts, having gothic windows (in place of two old 
houses pulled down,) which add much to the beauty of those 
squares. The grounds between 4J and 6th streets and between 
Missouri avenue and the canal have been much improved by 
laying them out in gravel walks and flower beds, and by the 
erection of a house for the propagating of plants, and a house 
for the preservation of seeds, &c. The footways have been 
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curbed and paved from 3d to 6th streets. A commencement 
has been made in the improvement of the City Hall square by 
the erection of a substantial iron rail enclosure. This, when 
completed, will be an important improvement. Another im- 
portant improvement, much wanted, is the extension of the 
west front of the Hall northwards, which would afford suf- 
ficient room for a new Council Chamber on a line with the 
present Aldermen's room. It would also afford other rooms, 
which are much wanted. 

Fifth Ward. — In this ward but little has been done by the 
city. Great progress has been made towards the completion 
of the Capitol, in preparing the east entrances, which have 
deep foundations and substantial brick work for the reception 
of the steps and columns. The dome has already been carried 
up to above the second circular range of columns, presenting 
even now a fine appearance. A vast amount of materials are 
on hand, consisting of marble columns, &c. A handsome im- 
provement has been made to the Roman Catholic Church on 
2d street east, by the erection of a neat steeple, with a fine- 
toned bell. 

Sixth Ward. — Sixth street has been graded from Pennsyl- 
vania to Maryland avenue, and some other improvements of 
less consequence have been made. 

Seventh Ward. — One or two streets have been graded and 
gravelled. A line of footway has been laid on the north side 
of south B, from 7th to 14th street west, by the United States, 
and also a line of twenty-inch water-mains laid, to connect 
with those on Pennsylvania avenue, and from thence to 1st 
street west, and around the north side of the Capitol. 

This communication closes the fiftieth year since I com- 
menced my labors of ascertaining the number of dwellings 
erected in each year, together with the additions, shops, &c. 
My labors have been altogether voluntary, costing a deal of 
labor, and sometimes expense. 

John Sessford, Sr. 

December 31, 1860. 

Pub. January 1, 1861. 



